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Maizoak can be ectradited judge 

NEW YORK (R) — A federal judge ruled on Wednesday that a 
Hamas poUdeal I^er could be extradited to Israel because there 
was reasonable cause to believe he was linked to vj<rience 
committed the group. U.S. Distria Judge Kevin Duffy ordered 
that Musa Abu Maczouk be held in a New York Gty federal prison 
until he is turned over to laaeli authorities. “There is more than 
Miflicient etidenee to show that Abu Marzouk was a member of 
the eonqiiracy known as Hamas and that the acts charged against 
him were foreseeable consequences of the conspiracy,*' Mr. Duffy 
wrote. Israel allies that the U.S.-educated Gazan was involved in 
a number of fatal bombings, shootings and stabbings between I9M 
and 1994 and has raised money for and controlled the leadership of 
the military wing of the militant organisation. Mr. Abu Marzouk. 
45, who has a borne and business in Virginia, has said he headed 
‘the political bureau of Hamas but has denied involvement in 
bombings or other violence. 
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Supplement on European Union 

On the occasion of Europe Day (May 9), the Jordan 
'Times is publishing a special ten-page supplement 
focusing on the members of the European Union, 
and the& role in the Middle East and relations -with 
Jordan. Europe Day commemorates the day in 1950 
when the then French foreim minister, Robert 
SrAnman, announced the establishment of the first 
European supranational economic institution 
charged with ue management of the steel and coal 
industry. That institution has grown into the 15- 
member EU today. Flease ask for you copy of the 
supplement 
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Father of. ‘Yitzhak 
Rabin’ wants to 
settle in Israel 

TEL AVIV ( AP) — A Jorda- 
, aian farm worker who lost his 
job after naming his son Y*«- 
dtak Rabin said Wednesday 
be hoped to start a new life in 
Israel. Rajaei Said Namaa, 
4U, said he was visiting Israel 
at the invitation of an Israel 
TV station, but was thinking 
of looking for a job and 
staying for good. Mr. Namast' 
said it was hard for him to 
find work in Jordan because 
of the publicity surrounding 
bis decision to name his fir- 
stborn son after the late 
Israeli prime mhnsteT. “No 
one would give me a job,” 
said Mr. Namasi, who aniv^ 
in Israel 10 days ago, along 
with his wife Maiyam and 
, their infant son, and is 
staying with relatives in the 
town of Kfar Masr. Mr. 
Namas's son was bom on 
Jan. 26. Mr. Namasi said his 
employer at a farm in Am- 
man told him the following 
day he could no longer work 
there. Asked why he had 
dedded to come to Israel Mr. 
Namasi said: “Because I like 
Israel. If I didn't, I wouldn't 
have caused all the trouble 
for myself and named by son 
Yit^ak Rabin." Mr. Namasi 
said he met Mr. Rabin's 
widow Leah, who promised 
to help him settle here. “She 
greeted us very wannly. f 
oookln’t hold bwk my teais. 
Mrs. Rabin also cried," Mr. 
Namasi said. 

Turks chase rebels 
into North Iraq 

ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
troops back^ by U.S.-made 
Cobra - helicopter gunships 
drove into northern Iraq tn 
puisuit of Kurdish guerillas, 
killing at least IS rebels, re- 
ports ftom ftte region <m 
Wednesday. Security sources 
said operations had been 
underway for several days, 
with troops penetrating up to 
10 kilometres inside northern 
Iraq territory. The state-run 
Anatolian news agency said 
IS rebels of the Kurdish 
. Labour Party (PKK). battling 
for autonomy or independ- 
ence in southeast Tdrkey, 
were killed by government 
artillery. 

Palestinian 
journalists barred 
from covering 
Israel poll 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Palestinian journal- 
ists protested Wednesday 
over Israel's refusal to let 
them out of the territories to 
cover Israeli national elec- 
tions on May 29. “The com- 
ing elections represent an im- 
portant event in the Middle 
East which will have a long 
and lasting effect on the lives 
(k Arabs and Jews alike,'’ 
said a statement issued the 
Palestinian Audio Visual Un- 
ion. Union officials said the 
military closure slapped on 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip by Israel following the 
start oil a spate of suicide 
bombings by militants in late 
February was being applied 
even to journalists holding 
press credentials issued by 
the Israeli government. “The 
closure has caused a major 
problem for Palestinian jour- 
nalists trying to report one- 
vents in Israel for both the 
Palestinian and Arab press," 
said spokesman Waleed Bat- 
rawi. 

Saudis plan 
military city near 
Yemen 

MANAMA (AP) — Saudi 
Ar^jia's defence minister on 
. Wedne^y kdd the founda- 
tion stone of a new military 
city in the exneme southwest 
corner of the Idngdoni near 
die Yemen border, the offi- 
cial Saudi Press Agency re- 
ported. Saudi Arabia and Ye- 
men have a decades-old bor- 
der dispute which has 
erupted into •dashes in the 
past. For more than a year, 
diey have been seeking to 
find a settlement, but with 
Mttle apparent progress. 
Much of the 2,00-kilometre 
broder remains undefined, 62 
pMUs after die two countries 
d^d an accord ending a 
' brief border war. 


Regent urges world focus on 
Palestinian refugee problem 

Pending a final settlement, attention should be given 
to well-being of refugees, Crown Prince tells donors 

Jordan bears major share of burden despite own problems 


By Cathy King 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — His Royal- 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, ihe Regent, on 
Wednesday urged the 
international community lo 
focus immediately on the 
human, physical and 
economic dimensions of the 
Palestinian refugee problem 
until a just, permanent and 
equitable solution is 
achieved to their problem. 

Addressing a United 
Nations Relief and Work's, 
Agency's (UNRWA) 
informal meeting of major 
donors and host governments. 
Prince Hassan stated that 
"UNRWA must have a 
planning time horizon that 
can cope with the 
peacebuilding era without 
prejudice to the resolution of 
the demographic component 
of the conflicL" 

In his key note address. 
Prince Hassan also expressed 
support for the relocation of 
the agency's external’ 
rclati.ons department from 
Vienna Co Gaza, but voiced 
concern that certain donor 
nation embassies in Tel Aviv 
would be empowered to deal 
with the refugee problem 
from there. 

"h is libc only for reasons 
of efficiency, pr^icalily and 
logistics that I regard this 
panicular develojsment as 
worrying, (but) particularly if 
we are to address the 
comprehensiveness of the 
refugee question in the five 


provinces of refugees.” stated 
the Regent. 

Lebanon and Syria, both 
host provinces, do not 
maintain diplomatic relations 
with Israel, which, in 
addition, does not host any 
refugees. 

In sittfk contrast to Israel's 
position, 1.3 million, or 40.6 
per cent of the total refugees 
reside in Jordan. 'This figure 
represents two thirds of all 
listed refugees residing 
outside the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip. 


refugee students attending 
government schools (above 
the tenth grade), 
improvements in camp 
infrastructure and the 
provision of medical care in 
government hospitals. 

The Regent pointed to the 
irony that while Jordan 
struggles to sustain these 
services, the country has had 
to "adopt structural 
readjustment and reforms to 
liberalise the economy and 
has taken the necessary steps 
towards balancing its 


See page 7 for full text of Regent's address 


In addition, there are 
between 700,600-800.000 
Palestinians classified as 
displaced persons living in 
the Kingdom. 

Prince Hassan noted that 
since 1952, Jordan gave full 
citizenship to Palestinian 
refugees already settled in 
the Kingdom. Citizenship has 
provided the refugees and 
their descendants equal rights 
and obligations. 

But about 20 per cent of 
registered refugees and 
displaced persons currently 
live in 10 camps around the 
Kingdom. 

"It is estimated that the 
Jordanian' "government 
contributes about $300 
million per year. . . to the 
Palestinian refugees." the 
Regent said. 

This sum. he said, 
includes rental of the camps' 
land, education costs of 


budgeL"* 

These measures, he 
added, make it more difficult 
for Jordan to support 
UNRWA's budget. 

"Perhaps a reversal is 
more in order and UNRWA 
should be made able to 
assume its own responsibility 
towards refugees, which 
places more emphasis on the 
role of donor countries 
supporting UNRWA's 
budgeL" Prince Hassan said. 

UNRWA's Commissioner- 
Gencral Peter Hansen 
supported the Regent by 
underlining that "host 
countries, in real terms, are 
very often the major donors'." 

With regard to the 
relocation of UNRWA's 
headquarters, Mr. Hansen 
pointed to the Obvious 

benefits of on-site location, 
which should lead to an 
expansion of services and 


other improvements. " '* 

The decision to relocate 
UNRWA's headquarters* 
came last year and some of 
its offices are to be situated 
here. The move is expected 
to take place by July 15. 

The deputy assistant 
secretary of the Washington 
Bureau of Population, 
Refugees and Migration. 
Marguerite Houze. also 
spoke supportively of the 
move to Gaza, saying it 
would "bring the various units 
together." 

Relocation is estimated 
to cost about $14 million. 
The agency has secured 
almost half of that through 
donations. 

"We have contributed S2 
million." said Ms. Houze, 
adding that her team was 
"encouraging others to do the 
same." 

"We understand there is 
(currently) a short-fall, and 
it’s preferable the agency 
doesn't have to dip into its 
general fund,” she added. 

In the long-term, 
relocation should free some 
administrative expenditure, 
she said. 

While noting that final 
settlement talks between the 
Palestinian National 
.Authority and Israel were 
launched this week, Prince 
Hassan pointed to the 
negoiiaiions' unpredictable 
outcome, which, in the • 
meantime, "keeps refugees 
bewildered as to what the 

(Contfaund <m page 7} 


U.N. defends its report 
suggesting deliberate 
Israeli attack on Cana 


UNITED NATIONS (A^n- 
cies) — The United Nations 
on Wednes^y defended the 
conclusions of a U.N. report 
which said Israel probably 
had deliberately shelled a 
U.N. camp, saying the docu- 
ment was "balanced and 
(^jective.” 

Meanwhile, Lebanon 
urged the Security Council to 
condemn Israel for shelling 
the U.N. camp. 

“Lebanon is asking the 
oounen to condemn Israel for 
its crime it has commined 
against the Lebanese people 
and the -U.N. compound,'* 
Lebanese Ambassador Samir 
Mubarak told reporters. “We 
hope the council will take 
swift action in this re^rd.” 

Following, the April 18 
attack, the council called for 
.a ceasefire between Israel 
and Hizbollah guerrillas but 
rejected an Arab-sponsored 
resolution which blamed 
Israel exclusively for the 
fighting in southern Leba- 
non. 

But Mr. Mubarak said he 
would ask the council to take 
up the issue again in the wake 
of the U.N ■■ ort. 

“The repori is vety elo- 
quent,” Mr. Mubarak said. 
“The responsibility of Israel 
is very dear for all the public 
opinion of the world. This is 
why we are asking the council 
to take a very swift and 
strong action condemning 
Israel in this regai^.** 

There was no indication 
-whether die council would 
discuss Lebanon's request, 
which was expected to draw 
.stroi^ oi^xisition from the 
United States. 

Reeling*from Internationa] 
reactions to the report by 
U.N. spedal envoy Brigadier 
General Frank van Kappen, 
U.N. ^keswoman Sylvana 
Foa said at a news briefing 
that the U.N. intention “was 
not to embarrass, or accuse. 


any member state." 

“We went out there to 
establish die facts so that 
steps can be taken to see that 
an inddent like this will not 
happen again. The report is 
balanced and objective. The 
facts speak for themselves. 
It’s difficult to understand the 
stnmg reactions from some 
quarters,” she said. 

Arab govern-ments and 
newspapers lashed out at 
brael and the United States 
over the U.N. report. 

“Go to bell, Qinton” was. 
the refrmn from Egyptian 
newspapers amid Arab anger 
at the U.S. defence of Israel • 
in its April 18 attack against : 
the camp in Cana, where 850 
Lebanese civilians had taken ^ 
shelter (see page 2). 

The reaction came after 
U.S. ambassador to the Un- 
ited Nations Madeleine 
Albright criticised the report, 
saying the “unjustified con- 
clusicMis about this incident 
that can only divide and pola- 
rise the environment, rather 
than drawing practical les- 
sons that could prevent the 
tragedy from occurring 
again." 

Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri said the report 
proved Israel deliberately 
taigetted the refugee-packed 
camp, and its actions would 
harm the Mi^le East peace 
process. 

Speaking during a visit to 
Rome, he said there was “no 
doubt this will affect the 
peace process... the image of 
Israel and the image of 
(Israeli Premier Shimon) 
Peres as a man looking for 
•peace." 

“What the Israeli army has 
done is exactly the contraiy. 
You cannot t^k about peace 
and make war." he added. 

“Now it has been proven 
that Israel deliberately 
troyed the camp," Mr. Hariri 
ad^d. 


“I hear the Israelis are 
claiming the U.N. did not tell 
them that there were re- 
fugees," he said. “It is a very 
strange answer because they 
are saying in another word 
they are allowing themselves 
to fire on U.N. camps.” 

An official Syrian news- 
paper charged Israel aimed 
“to kfl] as many Arabs as 
posable” in its attack on the 
' U.N. compoand as part of its 
assault on Hizbcrflah guerril- 
las. 

'*Tbey had nothing to jus- 
tify their criminal act but to 
say that there were map 
errois.” the Syria Times said, 
furring to the Israeli army's 
defence. 

“Given the fact that the 
Israelis have sophisticated 
weapons and very advanced 
monitoring ^sterns, it is very 
hard to believe thur lies ab- 
out map errors,” the paper 
said. 

“The massacre was de- 
liberate. It was master- 
minded to kill as many Arabs 
as possible,'' it charged. 

The head of the Arab 
T i»agne said the U.N. report 
“constitutes a piece of evi- 
dence and an important offi- 
cial document on the pre- 
meditated Israeli carnage 
against innocent Lebanese 
civilians on a U.N. base.” 

Mr. Peres rejected the 
U.N. Ru g gesti on Chat Israel 
deliberately shelled the camp 
saying the U.N. report was 
“one-rided." 

To bolster Israel's claims 
that It dJd use a reconnaiss- 
ance plane to help target the 
Cana base, the military re- 
leased footage ftom a camera 
aboard the aircraft that indi- 
cates it arrived over the U.N. 
1^ after the shelling be^n. 

The existence of the pilot- 
less aircraft, or drone, was 
initially dei^ by Israel. 


Arafat 

delays 

naming 

cabinet 

RAFAH (AFP) — Palesti- 
nian President Yasser Arafat 
again postponed the unveil- 
ing of his new cabinet. 
Wednesday as die Palestinian 
self-rule legislature opened a 
two-day session here. 

“Fm not finished with roy 
consultations yet,” Mr. Ara- 
fet told the 88^mber coun- 
cil when speaker Ahmad 
C^ourea mked if the new gov- 
ernment list was ready. 

Under the laws which gov- 
erned the Palestinians' histor- 
ic first elections hi January, 
Mr. Arafat was to have 
named bis executive council, 
or cabinet, ^ early April. 

He obcainM a two-wMk 
delay from the legislative 
council on April 10, but then 
missed that deadline due to 

(Coatmoed on 2) 


His Majesty King Hussein and Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak laugh as they 
invite each otiier to answer a question durii^ a joint press conference in Cairo on 
Wednesday (Reuters photo) 

King reiterates support for 
Palestinians and Lebanon in 
efforts to restore their rights 

HM, Mubarak discuss peace process 


Qy a Jonbn 'TiBies Stiff Reporfer 

HIS MAJESTY King Hus-, 
sein on Wednesday reaf- 
firmed Jordan's total suj^iort 
for the Patestinkm peo^ in 
their struggle to regain their 
rights and said tiiat the King- 
dom backed Lebanon in its 
quest for an Israeli whhdraw- 
d ftom its territories. 

The King, addressing a 
joint press conference 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak after a meeting 
here, said his discussions with 
the Egyptian leader covered 
the situation in Iraq, the 
Palestinian question, the 
Middle East peace process, 
Jordanian^Egjptian relations 
and means to achieve Arab 
reconciliation. 

The King, who was joined 
in the meeting by Prime. 


Minister Abdul Kartin 
Kabmiti and several minis- 
ters as well as Egyptian Prime 
Minister Kamal Janzouri and 
•his ministera, also reiterated 
Jort^'s Goneeni over the 
suffering of the people of 
Iraq and the Kingdom's re- 
jection of any move towards 
fragmenting hs eastern neigb- 
bom. 

*‘We win do everything we 
can to improve the conditions 
of die Iraqis,” said the King. 
“We look for Iraq coming 
back to its Arab family and 
its position in the world and . 
to get out of the very dark 
tunnel. 

“We will help the Iraqis 
regain their rights. We are ior 
the integrity of Iraq and the 
sovenrigaty of it and for the 
Iraqi family to come together 
and not to fragment.” 


The King, who, along with 
Her Majesty Queen Noor, 
made a stopover here on his 
way home after visits to Bri- 
tain, France and Germany, 
returned home later Wednes- 
day along with the Jordanian 
delegation which attended 
the Cairo meetings. Also 
accompanying the King was 
Royal Court Chief Awn 
Karawneh. 

In his comments at the 
Cairo press conference, the 
King described Jordanian- 
Egyptiao relations as 'deep- 
rooted. 

Prerident Mubarak refer- 
red to a meeting held in 
Amman of the Joint' 
Jordanian-Egyptian Higher' 
Qinunittee on Tuesday and 
Wednesday (see separate 

(Onrtiniied on 2) 


Jordan and Egypt sign free-trade 
accord, reaffirm strong relations 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times St<0 Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and Egypt 
on Wednesday signed four 
accords to step up economic 
cooperation and reaffirmed 
the two countries' com- 
mitment to maintaining a 
close "strategic” relationship 
unhampered by occasional 
differences in viewpoints. 

The agreements were 
announced in a Joint 
communique issued after a 
two-day meeting of the Joint 
Jordanian-Egyptian Higher 
Committee chaired by Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti and his Egyptian 
counterpart Kama! Janzouri. 

One of the main points 
covered in the agreement Is a 
project to set up a free trade 
zone through the gradual 
elimination of customs and 
other trade barriers. 

The accords call for 


increased cooperation in 
investment promotion and 
protection, and prevention of 
dual taxation. Also signed 
was an executive programme- 
on cooperation in tourism 
(see full text of the 
joint communique on 
page 12). 

Mohammad Smadi. 
secretary-general of the 
Ministry of Trade and 
Industry, who read out the 
communique, said the two 
sides had not set a target for 
trade but would be 
negotiating it soon. (Figures 
released by the Department of 
Statistics and quoted by the 
Central Bank of Jordan 
showed Jordanian imports 
from Egypt in 1995 were 
worth JD 32.4 million while 
the Kingdom's exports to' 
Egypt totalled JD 8.82 
million). 

Addressing a press: 
conference after signing the! 
agreements, Mr. Kabariti and 


Mr. Janzouri said the two 
countries were committed to 
maintaining close relations 
and were seeking to enhance 
the scope of cooperation. 

Answering a question on 
bilateral ties. Mr. Kabariti 
conceded that there could be 
different viewpoints on an 
issue-by-issue basis but this 
had no impact on the close 
ties between the two 
countries. 

"Jordanian-Eg.vpiian ties 
are a strategic relationship 
based on strategic interests” 
regardless of possible 
differences in viewpoinis on 
issues, said Mr. Kahariii. 

"We arc comforted by the 
strength of Jordanian- 
Egyptian relations and their 
abtiit.v 10 overcome 
differences that might come 
up now and then because of 
differennt perceptions." he 
added. 

' (Continued on p^ 7) 


Iraq says U.N. should 
reconcile draft accords 


UNITED NATION (Agen- 
cies) — Iraq's chief nego- 
tiator in ofl-for-food talks has . 
•said it was now up to the 
United Nations to find a com- 
promise between American 
and British positions and 
proposals Iraq bad negoti- 
ated earlier. 

“It is for the United Na-, 
tioRS how to mix this, how to ' 
recombine them, how to re- 
write them. We are negotiat- 
ing with the secretary general 
on his own ideas,” said the 
leader of the Iraqi team. 
Ambassador Abdul Amir A1 
Anbari, on Tuesday. 

Baghdad and the United 
Nations this week began a 
fourth round of folks, which 
resume on Wednesday, on a 
U.N. offer enabling Iraq to 
sell $2 billion of oil over six ' 
months to buy food and other 
supplies for its people hard 


hit by sanctions'. 

The oil-for-food plan, out- 
lined in Security Council Re- 
solution 9%, is exempt from \ 
the trade sanctions imposed 
after Iraqi troops invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990- 

llie Iraqi government has 
said the United States and 
Britain will be to blame if the 
latest round of talks fait to 
produce an agreement, the 
official Iraqi news agency re- 
ports. 

It quoted a statement 
issued by the cabinet Ttiesday 
night after a meeting chaired 
by President Saddam Hussein 
as saying that “U.S. and Brit- 
ish interference in the dia- 
led is unlawful behaviour 
with malignant political 
objectives.” 

“Iraq wants the talks to 
(Ctmtinned oo 7), 



ARAB BANK 

announces the operation of 
ten new telephone lines. 
General Management Main 
exchange number is 


701980 


in addition to old main 
numbers 

60711 5 and 607231 
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U.S. rules out use of nuclear 
arms against Libyan plant 


Saddam says returned defectors 
were killed without his approval 


WASHINGTON (R) — Tlie 
United States on Tuesday 
ruled out a nuclear attack to 
destroy an underground cbe> 
mical weapons plant that it 
says is under construction in 
Libya. 

“Should military options 
be necessary, we can accom- 
plish this with conventional 
means," Defence Depart- 
ment spokesman ken Bacon 
said, “iltere is no con»dera- 
tion to using nuclear weapons 
and any implication that we 
would use nuclear weapons 
preemptively against this 
plant is just wrong." 

But Mr. Bacon told repor- 
ters who asked about recent 
statements by Defence 
Secretary William Perry that 
Washinpon did not rule out 
using nuclear anns in re- 
sponse to a nudear, chemical 
or biological attack on the 
United States or its forces. 

He said President George 
Bush and Defence Secretary 
Dick Cheney had also prom- 
ised such a devastating re- 
sponse and had refused to 
rule out nuclear weapons in 
all circumstances. 

Libya has denied that the 
facility at Tarhuna, 65 
kilometres from Tripoli, is a 
^emical weapons plant and 
has accused Washington of 
trying to bully it. 

.“H^ere has been some con- 
fusion about this in the press 
and I am glad to be able to 


dear it up," Mr. Bacon saM 
when ^ed if the U.S. milit- 
ary use a nuclear bomb or 
mi»le to keep the Libya 
fedlity from opemng. 

The Pentagon said recently 
it did not yet have non- 
nuclear earth-penetrating 
bombs capable of destroyiM 
the plant. But Mr. Bacon said 
the fadlity would not be com- 
pleted for at least a year and 
tte Uidted States was ocmfi- 
dent its international di- 
plomatic effort would keep 
Libya from completing die 
work. 

Pressed on whether the 
Pentagon mi^t develop con- 
ventional bombs to destroy a 
deeply buried facility, Mr. 
Bacon said, "we have a wide 
and growing range of conven- 
tional weapons. 

**We are not tiynng to sabre 
) rattle here. We want to be 
” very dear. We are not talking 
about using nudear weapons 
against the Tarhuna (riant. X 
don't know bow to say it 
more dearly than that." 

Mr. Perry said during a 
recent visit to Egypt that the 
United States would not 
allow Libya to open the 
Tarhuna plant. He also told 
Gingress Washington would 
respond to any direct- nuc- 
lear, chemical or biological 
attack on the United States 
with overwhelming force he 
refused to rule out nudear 
weapons in that response. 


Cairo papers assail 
Clinton in Cana row 


CAIRO (AFP) — “Go to 
hell, Qinton" was the refrain 
from Egyptian newspapers 
on Wednesday amid Arab 
anger at the U.S. defence of 
Israel in the Cana massacre in 
Lebanon. 

An e^orial in the govern- 
ment daily A1 Akhbar slam- 
med the United States for its 
“alignment with Israel to the 
degree of joining it in its 
aggression against Lebanon." 

“The U.S. administration 
has abandoned all values and 
moral prindples whidi it is 
supposed tQ defeodJ' wrote 
e d i Wfyt ^k.f Osaal'ttWifeMiy 

*lnC aVKaOn 

the U.S. ambassa^r W the 
Unit^ Nations, Madeleine 
Albright, critici^ a U.N. 
report released Tuesday 
which said IsraePs shelling of 
the U.N. camp at Oma kill- 
ing 102 Lebanese refr^ees 
was probalriy deliberate. 

Ms. Albright said the re- 
port came to “unjustified 
condusions." 


“America is no longer an 
honest broker due toCSnlioa*s 
policy," said an articie in Al 
Akhbv, ddng a 6 arti- 
cle in the International 
Herald Tribune vdudi was 
reprinted in a number of 
E^ptian papers. 

Syria blasts U.5. 


Egyptian papers attacked 
the U.S. response as capping 


off what is seen as increasing 
support of Israel by the Un- 
it^ States, the chief sponsor 
of the Middle East peace 
process. 

The Arabic-language bi- 
weekly Al Dustor ran a photo 
of U.a. President Bill Clinton 
in front of the Israeli flag on 
its front-page Wedne«iay 
with an English caption in red 
letters, “Clinton: Go to 
Hell." 

“You consider that the 
only way for you to stay in 
power is to hand Arab states 
over to Israel's Jews even at 
the cost of death and destruc- 
tion," the paper wrote in an 
editorial addressed to Mr., 
Clinton. 

“Qinton has showered so 
many gifts and give-aways on 
Israel it has even raised the 
doubts of some Israelis" ab- 
out his intentions, it said. 
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Suggestions by Mr. Perry 
and Others that the United 
States might retaliate with 
nudear weapons apinst a 
dieinical anns attack sent 
shock waves through di- 
(riomatic drdes. 

Arms control advocates 
worry that when neptiations 
on a nuclear comprehensive 
test ban treaty resume in 
Geneva on May 15, Mr. Per- 
ry's remarks will be seized 
upon as evidence of U.S. bad 
faith and undercut the push 
for a treaty this year. 

Mr. Perry told military 
officers at Muewell Air Force 
Base in Alabama on April 26 
that 'in every situation that I 
have seen so far, nuclear 
weapons would not be re- 
quite for response — that is, 
we could hsare a devastating 
response without the use 
nudear weapons.” 

"But we would not fors- 
wear that possibility," Mr. 
Perry added. . 

Since 1978. the United 
Statts has promised it will not 
use nudear weapons against 
a wm-nudear state that is a 
party 10 the nudear Non- 
ProUferation Treaty (NT^ 
or a siinilar pacL 
The United States renewed 
the pledge in its successful 
1995 pudi to make the NPT 
permanent and repeated it 


BAGHDAD (R) — Inuji 
leader Saddam Hussein says 
be did not give his consent for 
the kilting of returned defec- 
tor Lieutenant-General Hus- 
sein Kamel Hassan but the 
family's honour, tarnished by 
his treason, had to be 
cleansed. 

“Had they asked me, I 
would have prevented them 
but it was nod they did noL** 
Preddent Saddam said in re- 
marks carried by state-run 
newspapers on Wednesday. 

Hussein Kamel, the brains 
behind Iraq's militaiy and 
civil industries, and his 
brother Saddam fled to Jo^ 
dan in August last year. 
They, another brother and 
their frither were murdered 
by kinsmen upon their return 
to Bagdad in February. 

The brothers were married 


to Saddam Hussein's daugb- 
teis, Ra ^idad and Rana. 

Ehiring dieir six montiis in 
Jordan they called for ^e 
overthrow of their father-in- 
law but were spumed by Ira^ 
op posit i on groi^ for dicir 
past links witii the govern- 
roent in Baghdad. 

President Saddam’s re- 
marks, in a meeting with 
triM diiefs from the West- 
ern province of Anbar, were 
his first on the defectors sinoe 
their ill-feted return! from 
Jordan. 

President Saddam ukd fee 
harm infficted by Hnssein 
Kamel on Iraq was more 
pafaifdl than any traitors who 
preceded him those who 
mi^ come after him. 

The fleeing of Hussein 
Kamd prompted fee aufeot^ 
ities in Baghdad to make new 


Committee on Palestinian 


rights urged to stay active 


recently when it signed a' 
protocol makine Amca a 


protocol making Africa a 
nudear-free zone. 


Prisoners 
on strike 


NEW YORK (UNIS) — The 
^fid<lle East is undergoing a 
decticate phase of change and 
fee international comiminity 
should be espedalty vigilant 
of the peace process in that* 
region, the committee on fee' 
exercise of the inatienable 
ri^ts of the Palestinian peo- 
ple was told Tiiesday as it 
adopted its 1996 programme 
of work and elect^ new 
officers. Ibra Dc^^iene Ka- 
(Sen^l), committee chair- 
man, called for the organisa- 
tion to maintain its “princi- 
pled position" regarding the 
situation in Palestine. 


in Kuwait 


Syria blasted fee United I 
States for signing new milit- 
ary agreements with Israel 
and said fee Clinton adminis- ! 
tration's suppoit has encour- 
aged the Jewish state to move 

^ace process. 

Leolnonaiia the sumequenP 
mflitaty agreements between 
Washington and Tel Aviv 
have deviated the Jewish 
state from the course of a just 
and coinprehensive peace to 
seek hegemony and control 
of fee region," Damascus 
Radio said. 

The United States agreed 
last week to provide Israel 
wifeadvained tedinologyand 
intelligeDce to improve its 
anti-missile defences and to 
develop an anti-terrorism 
alliance. 

The radio maintained in a 
commentary that U.S. sup- 
port had encouraged Israd to 
launch the bombardment of 
South Lebanon last month. 

“Israel could not have 
launched its aggression on 
Lebanon without American 
support." the commentary 
said. 

. It noted too that Israel had 
also been encouraged by “fee 
absence of a unified Arab 
stance." 

The radio reiterated feat 
peace in the Mid^ East will 
only be achieved by an Israeli 
withdrawal from Arab land. 

The radio warned that fee 
flow of advanced weaponry 
into Israel will encourage the 
Jewish state to believe it can 
launch attadcs anywhere and 
any time they want. 


KUWAIT {R) — Kuwait's 
interior minister said in re- 
marks published on Wednes- 
day that 113 inmates at a 
detention centre were on a 
hunger strike to press for 
their release. 

The minister. Sheikh Ati 
Sabah Al Salem Al Sabah, 
said 242 inmates at a holding 
centre for foreigners awaiting 
deportation had stopped eat- 
ing feout three days ago but 
by Tuesday their numiter had 
JMlen to 113, tile Kuwrut 
Tunes reported. 

.^pQQtors were examining 
ThfcilTj iTUie TalHa'dfcptifta- 
ticn centre, who include Ira- 
nians, Iraqis and stateless 
people, among others. They 
wanted to be deported to 
states vdUing to accept them 
or to be Creed, Sheikh All was 
icported as saying. 

The government was con- 
tinuing the contacts it 
routinely held with fee Inter- 
national Committee of the 
Red Cross and the U.N. Hi^ 
Commissioner for Refegees 
to find countries willing to 
take Talha inmates due for 
deportation, the English- 
language newspaper reported 
him as saying. 

Talha, a converted sdiool, 
was set up after the 1991 Gulf 
war to house foreigiwrs «4x> 
have completed jail terms 
and are awaitiog deportation. 

Its annates include com- 
mon crimiiiaJs and foreigners 
who lack woik permits, some 
of them Iraqi job seekers. It 
also bouses people who have 
broken resident rules and 
cannot go to their home 
oountries for lack of money 
for the return air fare or for 
fear of maltreatment. 

Kuwait has said it will not 
force the In^ to go home 
and international humanita- 
rian ofganisations say many 
third countries are unwilling 
to accept IiiKps as refugees. 


Nasser Al Kidwa, observer 
of Palestine, told the commit- 
tee fee Pal^nian National 
Coundl bad adopted a spe- 
cial resolution on fee United 
Nations in whidi it had stres- 
sed that the oiganisation and 
the committee should con- 
tinue their worit until such 
time as Palestine became in- 
dependent. At that session 
the council had eliminated 
those provisions of the 
Palestinian National Clliarter 
which were contradictory to 


the contents of letters ex- 
changed between fee Pales- 
tine Liberation Grganisatum 
(FiLO) and Israel- in Sartem- 
ber 1993. 

Under its 1996 programme 
'of work, the committee will 
sponsors tire United Nations 
seminar on assistance to the 
Palestinian peo|rie, to uJee 
place from May 21 fo 23 in 
Cairo, and United Nations 
non-governmental organisa- 
tion symposium on the ques- 
tion of Palestine, to talte 
place from June 24 to 26 at 
headquarters. In lypo ns e to 
the finandal sHnation of the 
oigamsatkm, the committee 
will seek co-^nsors for 
selected meeti^, and- wfll 
seek to combiM syniposia 
and seminars where possible. 

Priority ta^ niider the 
1996 programme focus bn the 
permanent nsi^xmabflity of 
tile United Nations regarding 
Palestine until a just and last- 
ing settlement is readied, on 
tile ba^ of Security Ccnmdl 
resointions 242 (1967) and 
338 (1973); the withdrawal of 
ferael from the Palestinian 
territory, indudnig Jerusalem 


and ocher Arab territories; 
and the exercise by the 
Mestinian pec^le of its in- 
alienable limits, in particular 
the right to self- 
deterroination. The commit- 
tee wEU also endeavour to 
assist implementation of the 
agreements reached by fee 
parties; and to cooperate 
with governments, in- 
te i gOve rm neiital and non- 
governmental organisations 
and orpmsations within the 
United Nations system in car- 
rying out its mandate. 


Also on Tuesday, the com- 
mittee ^iproved ^^ilicaticms 
for accr^tation from 22 
non-governmental organisa- 
tirms, all of whidi had been 
recommended by tiie com- 
mittee's regional coordinat- 
ing committees. 


Elected to the bureau 
were; Ibra Degnene Ka 
(Senegal), diainnan; Ravan 
Farbadi (Afghanistan) and 
Bruno Rodriguez ParUla 
(Cuba), reelected as vice 
didraian; and Joseph Casa- 
sar (Malta) reelected rappor- 
tenr. 


Iding Hassan pledges, 
changes, no imitation 


PARIS (R) — King Hassan 
of Morocco, boycotted by 
some leftists, told France's 
National Assembly on Tuesr 
day his country u^d intro- 
duce reforms to pve paiito- 
ment a ^eater say but ruled 
out a^tying “modern" West- 
ern dmocrades. 

In an address that was the 
centrepiece of a two-day state 
visit, the veteran moouefa 
responded indirectly to com- 
mnnit and some sodalilst de- 
puties who left tile diamber 
before hb spmedx in protest at 
his human ri^fts record and 
limited democrat. 

“The term modernity in 
potitical life is open to abuse. 
Some of those who use it 
seem to believe political 
modernity requires that, re- 
giadks of geo^phy and hb^ 
tory, all worid states should 
have uniform institutions. 
They are wrong. 

"Make no mistake feout 
it, there b no question of 
copymg eadi other. On con- 
stitutional issues, there b no 
industrial proces that pro- 
duces turnkey institntional 
factories. Mere imitation 
would be sterile," said fee 
6fryeaT-otd monarch. 


French President Jacques 
Chirac, in comments ex-, 
peered to provoke wide- 
spread incredulity among 
c^iponents of fee visit, said 
die king was a champion of 
human li^ts. 

“Yon have made Morocco 
a true law-abiding state... 
and demonstrated your 
attachment tt> hnwian ri^its," 
hfr. Chirac said in a toast at a 
state dinner. 

hfr. Chirac, in a fhrfeer 
ccmiment expec^ to draw 
particalar attention, prabed 
King Hassan for “early on 
lamping the fight against 
dfwp^Dction and crufic.” 

(^tics bave promnen^ 
recalled the Paris-based 
General Observatory on 
Drugs (OGD), a Europe 
Union-backed monitoring 
group, has for years said 
dnigs-related corruption was 
especially prevalent in 
Morocco, a main drugs pro- 
•ducer. 

Since bia election one year 
Mr. Chirac has worked 
to bolsier Morocco and Tuni- 
sia as firewalb against frm- 
damentalist viotence feat has’ 
racked Algeria since fee 
army intervened in 1992 to 


King Hassan n 


stop the Islamic Salvathm 
Front winning a general elec- 
tkm. 

French presidential 
spokeswoman Catherine Col- 
onna said Mr. Chirac had 
"hailed Morocco's European 
strategy," noting the king- 
dom held a pivotal role in 
Meditenanean stability, and 
said it sbonid inspire confi- 
dence in foreign investors. 

A demonstration called by 
some 52 mostly leftist groups 
against King Hassan's pre- 
sence flopped when only a 
few hundred people showed 
np. Police put fee number of 
partidpants at less than 250. 
There were no inddents. 
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King holds talks with Mubarak 


(Conttaned ft®® 


revelations of past weapons 
activities. 

-The dbdosures spurrra w 
U,N. Spsdal Commission 
(UNSCOM) dbarming Iraq 
under the l99l GuIf war ceas- 
efire to recondder ite past 
dbaimainent activities in Iraq 
and reopen the country's 
weapons files. 

The ban on Iraqi oil ex- 
perts can only be eased or 
lifted when UNSCOM is 
completely satisfied that Iraq 
has bomwed all its weapons 
obligations. 

In hb comments published 
Wednesday, President Sad- 
dam said that “vriiile there 
were no degrees of treason," 
that of fab son-in-law, "a 
member of the family," was 
"enormous and iritbout para- 
Hei in the barm, it' did to the 
coimfiy.'' 


story) and said 

in a brotherly spirit. We are 

moving towmrds adiicvingaii 

aspirations of the 

and Egyptian people, he 

said. “(Jur relations are 

based on mntual conn- 


mnee.... 

In reply to a_ question 
whedier ^ Israeli elections 
on 29 would have 
‘effect on the Israeli- 
Palestinain track of the peace 
process. Mr. Mubarak said: 
"The Palestinian question 
has been complicated for the 
last 40 to 50 years. It b not 
easy to solve it, . espec^y 
wife the sptoad of settle- 
‘ ments. If tbb question was' 
solved in the aftermath of tte 
Camp David agreement in 
1979, it coold have been 
solved easily, for fee settle^ 
ments were few in number. 
But I thinir the Palcstiman- 
braeli approadi will move 
forward-in qnte of all obsta- 
d^" 

The Egyptian president 
wuirf he and fee King disciw- 
sed plans to bold a tripartite 

summit wife Palestinian Pres- 
ident Yasser Arafat and said, 
"it win take place in fee near 
fhture, bat... we have not 
come ti) a conclnsion yet" 
when and where it would be 
held. 

King Hussdn said; "We 
hope tile meeting vnli con- 
vene in &ypt in tiie near 
fritiue." 

On a question on Arab 
East Jerusalem, the King said 
Jordan stands by the Palesti- 
niams in their effort to regain 
their limits on their national 
soil and that Jerusalem 
sbonid be a symbol of peace 
in the re^on. 


On Lebanon, the King 
said: “We support the 
Lebanese government and 
people towmds implementing 
U.N. R^liition 425 and ex- 
tending Lebanese soverei^ 
ty to fee triiole territories," 
^ Ldxuibo. 

In reply to a question on 
hb recent visits to Britain, 
France and Germany, fee 
King said: "Onr relations 
with &axope are deep-rooted 
and very important. Europe 


^ys a leafeng role in thb 
period. We look for develop- 
ing It further. We <fiscossed 
bilateral issues. We encour- 
aged Europe to exercise a 
greater role in the region to 
-ma k e a -go o d- future -fw-fee 
A£ddle E^ and. the genera- 
tions to ame." 

The Kng and Mr. Mubar- 
ak said r^ional blocs like the 
Ar^ Cooperation Ouncil 
(ACC), wl^ used ti) group 
Egypt, Jordan, Yemen and 
Ira^, and fee Arab Magreb 
Umon of five North African 
Arab countries had proved to 
'be frnitiess and bearing ne^- 
tive effects. As sudi, ttey 
said, die only means for solv- 
bsnes of common concern 


Arafat delays naming cabinet 


(Conthmed from 1) 


an Aprfi 24 meeting of the 
Palestinian National Council, 
adiidi ooDvmied to remove 
anti-Israeli danses from fee 
movement’s charter. 

"Maybe I will ask for 
another delay,” Mr. Arafot 
told die connefl on Wednes- 
day. 

But Mr. Qonrea later 
annonneed that “Preadent 
Arafat will present his 
cabinet tomorrow." 

Connefl soorees said Mr. 
Arafat m^ decide to name a 
aaaarcabmex of 15-17 mem- 
beis at Thursday’s session, 
and put offan announcement 
of other nmibteis until later. 

The govern m ent team b 


expected to have around 25 
ministers in all. 

Officiab said the cabinet 
wonld indude most of Mr. 
Arafat's ISsnember outgoing 
' autonomy government plus a 
number of independents and 
otiter ^ures from the new 
le^Iature and that no sur- 
prises or changes of direction 
were »pected. 

"Poliqr won’t be changed 
by the new cabinet because it 
b part of a dear strateg y.” 
Other legislators said feey 
hoped the new cabinet would 
have the political weigiit to 
influence decision makiiig, 
largely dominated in tiie past 
. by Mr. Arafat. 
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to fee Arabs b through the 
Arab League. ..... 

Mr. Mubarak said the Un- 
ited States was still a "fair 
partner" despite Arab anger 
over the American defence 
over the Israeli massacre of 
over lOO civilians at a U.^ 
base during its recent blid 
agai nst Lebanon. 

"I cannot say feat fee Un- 
ited States b not a fur part- 
ner,'^ he said. "The drcupist- 
anctt are completely (Affe- 
rent now. There are electiods 
here and there. Tte United 
States b a very important 
partner in the peace proce^ 

»*U.S.-Israeli relations are 
well-known," be said. “It b 
said (the U.S.) supports 

Israel and it b nothing new. If 

there are any dreumstances 
which we are not satisfied 
wife, we bave to contact onr 
partner. The EoropeaiLCom- 
munlty b needed. Europe b 
so close to fee area. S6 we 
cannot ignore tiie European 
Community’s efforts." 

The Ki^ described Jor- 
dan’s relations wife the U.S. 
as strong and said; "We will 
use our contacts in tiie U.S. 
and other parts of the worid 
to bring about pean in the 
region, defend our rights and 
our ^nerations to coqie on 
the Arab soil in fee whole 
Arab World.” 

On the recently signed 
* mili tary agreement between 
Israel and Ttarkey has 
drawn strong Arab criticism, 
Mr: Mubarak said that every 
country had the ri^t to agn 
agreements, but 'if tb^ 
were to affect the region or 
.fee neighbours, we should 
have our own say. We have 
no idea about fee provisions 
of fee agreement to judge h." 

Reporting on the long’s 
talks with President Mubar- 
ak, the Jordan News Agenq/, 
Petra, said feey discussed the 
MQddle East peace process 
and the atnation in the re- 
gion. They expres^ tbur 
suppoit for fee April 27 ceas- 
efire in Lebanon and for 
efforts to enable the 
Lebanese government to en- 
sure its sovereignty on all 
Lebanese territories. 

The two leaders also 
voiced their suppoit for the 
P^estinian people and the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity in hs current negotiations 
(•for a penBanrat'settiement 
with laradr'Petra said; 

— -King Husseitt-brtefed-.Pres- 
ident Mubarak on the out- 
come of hb talks with Euro- 
pe^ leaders during fab latest 
visit to Europe^ capitab 
daring which he discussed the 
huddle East, Arat>-Europeaii 
partnership and Europe's aid 
to enhance peace in the Mid- 
dle East. 

The two leaders also re- 
viewed the general Arab 
situation and efforts to end 
differences among Arab 
states. 
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Mncess Bmbu Wednesday receives at her office the president of the executive conunittee of Gener 
al Federation of Jordaniaa Women and a federation ddegabon. At the meeting. Princess Basma 

sotvi^ the Nsnes of a proposed wmnoi^ quota in-Ftellameat and mdNing wwnoi*ft efforts to better serve Jor- 
danhm women (Petra phtrto) 


Kingdom observes World Traffic Day 

Public ui^ed to curb road accident rate 

t 

Special to the Jordan Times | 

were injnzed and S03S6 ■■. 

vehiclm were either V rV 

Security De paitiu ^t "* 


according to the PobJic 
Security De partui ent 
(PSD). 

At a meedog Wednesday, 
held OL the ftdace of Cul- 
ture 2 iai cagamsed in 
observance of World Traf- 
fic Day, PSD Assistant 
Director Mryor Gencscal 
•Ahmad Dmonr compared 
tbeabovefigures'witfa 19^ 
rectxds stowing' 26,837 
road aeddents isolting in 
443 de^is, injury to i£s 16 
aixl destmetioa or daiimy 
to 46,805 vehicle. 

The rise, sad Maj. (jol 
Dmonr, was mainly due to 
reckless driving, exceeding 
^leed limits and wroo|^ 
overtaking _ all im^or vib- 
ladoDS of traffic rules, ' he 
stressed. 

lb help rednee the num- 
ber of accidents, 'the PSD 
committee wtdeh ptqi a red 
for foe Worid Ti^c Day 
has been active over fof 
past year in spreadiog pub- 
lic awareness of road safety 
forougb pnUicatioas, docu- 


• • M. ^ 

• ••• 


PobUc Security Department (P^XINractor Major Gcncrd Nasouh Mnbeiddm (cen- 
tre) Wednesday opens a meeting on road acddoim in Jordan at-theftlaoe of Cnltiire 
(Petra photo) 


mentaiy films, qwnsoed 
maicbes, childieo's theatre 
-productibtn and other 
activities, he noted. 

. .lhe-md:img wm opened, 
ity . J^__Dfoector Mty<x 
Genesal Naswih' Mubaddin 
who depmised for hfinisiff 
of interiar Awad KhleifaL 
M^. (jeo 'MnhSddin 
called- P& ^ 2 ^ to join 
the effons of foe concert 
anfoorifies in ledncing road 
accidents and preventiog 


further carnage on foe 
roads. 

Mohammad Dafahas,' 
president of foe Jordanian 
Society for foe Fteveution 
of Road Aeddents, also 
appeal^ to foe public to 
respect foe traffic regula- 
tioas.aod urged tto coo-. 
cerned traffic ahfomitim to 
initiate courses to retrain 
drives' in T»der~tD 'reduce* 
foe number of aeddents. 

Ahmad (^laq, the father 


AUB alumni to hold 
engineering conference 


By n Jordan Times 
StaffReporter 

AMMAN — A confer- 
ence that focuses on 
engineering in the Arab 
WotM in of 

advancements interna- 
tionally opens in Amman 
today tackling educa- 
tion, challenges, 

resources, problems and 
constraints in various 
disdplines of die profes- 
sion. 

The May 9-11 confer- 
ence, held under the 
patronage of Their 
Majesties King Hussein 
ana Queen Noor. is the 
second of its kind oigan- 
ised by the Amencan 
University of Beirut 
(AUB) Alumni Qub. 
The dub oiganised an 
AUB medica] confer- 
ence in Amman last yean 

The eveau which will 
mainly involve detailed 
lectures on vmous 
aspects of engineering, is ' 
expected to be attended 
by 20 pEofessois ftom 
the AUB faculty of engi- 
neering as wdl as Jor- 
daniaa experts. 

IWo visitors from the - 
U.S. and (^aiv will.a]so 
mdee presentations^ 
organisers said. 


The conference is held 
under the theme **New 
H(»izons in Engineering 
and Ibchnology in tiie 
Arab Itogion,'^and will 
cover issuto in sectors 
such as construction, 
transportation, industry, 
water resources, the 
environment, architec- 
ture and communica- 
tions. 

A general idea of the 
nature of the discussions 
could be derived firom 
the scbedi^ lectures, 
which include engineer- 
ing education, chal- 
lenges facing the con- 
struction industry in the 
Arab Worid, natural 
resources, nudear ener- 
gy and industrial devel- 
opmdit, stnKStural engi- 
neering, axchitecnmd 
practices, power sys- 
tems, commanication 
networks, solid waste 
managernen;, . multime: 
dia, energy,!, advance 
technologies, transpotta- 
tioiretc. 

Among those deliver- 
ing lectures will be Nabil 
Boulos, Nassir Sabah, 
Mohammad Akra, 
Ibnfoim Abu Ayyash, 
•Awpi Sak^foim.er Joc- 
dhiuah- .-mmisteir)i!-Bilal- 
Ham^, ,Mphamtnad 
Haraji, A^in Abdul 


Malek, Neddy Jou^, 
George Ayoub, Constan- 
tine Inglassis, Najed? 
Heel, Maher Hijazin, 
Riad Chedid, Mutassem 
Fadel, Rida Nuwayhid, 
Awni Masri (former Jor- 
danian minister}, Khaled 
Touqan, Fouad Murad, 
Mutassem Salman, Touf- 
ic Meriier, Yousef 
l^yek, Osama Madi, 
Hassan Diab, Ali Al 
Hajj, Mounir Yehia, 
Isam Kaysi, Ham Haqqi, 
Jafifar Tbuqan, and Bas- 
sam AnanL 

Conclnding remarks 
win be made by Ali 
Suheimat, a former 
deputy prime minister of 
Jordan. 

The conference wQl be 
held at the Jordan Con- 
tractors Association. 

Hundreds of Jordanian 
personalities, including 
mi nisters, ex-ministers 
and top-ranking officials 
in lor^ are graduates 
of the American Univer-. 
sity of Beirut Hie AUB 
Alumni Qub in Jordan is 
one of the most active 
.oiganisatioDS set up by 
gs^uates of the univer- 
sity, established in 1866. 


or young man who was 
kill^ in.a recent road acd- 
dem, addressed foe meeting 
and qipeakd to the public 
to respect traffic rules and 
stop reckto.actioDs which 
cSo' result In iragedy.Tbe 
FSD diiector later distrib- 
uted . awards .to citizens 
firom the puUic and private 
se^us in lecognitioo of 
tbeir-eiideavoncs to reduce 
road accideats. 


PiaDO lovers 
rejoice 

By JOD-daBde Dias 

S^tedal 10 the Jtndan Times 


AMMAN — A cooceit. obvl- 
oosly d ed ici tt ed to absolute 
loven of ctasrical inno mu^ 
vnll be pteremed by Joidan^ 
beloved pianist Agm Bashir 
who wiO pex f oi'in with Hassan 
Mufti ad Oksana Maslebcn 
Rriday evening,-May 10, at the 
New English Sdiocd llieatte in 

Amman 

The three pianists are weD- 
known for their talent and vir- 
toousity. Hassan Mufti is of 
Ira^ ori^ aM youiQ Oksana 
Mosleh ctmies fiom Ukzrine. 

Agnes Bashir needs no tacn>- 
doction. She has been living in 
the Kingdom for many years 
and has already given nuiaer- 
OQS conceits here. Her coom- 
less music-relaied actmdes ^ 
com p osip g , anangii^ accon- 
panying. etc: have woo her 

extensive popuiarity in 
Amman’s mosic ciicles. 

Hiday’s conceit win bring 
innovation. The petfbrmeis 
will be {toying together instead 
cf tald^ Dims in solo pans. 
Using an possible ' oombioa- 
'tioos, foey will play four-hands 
on one piano, usual two-hands 
OD two pianos and — a first in 
Jordan — the diree ]tonos 
simuhanediisly. 

The programme wiO inchide 
pieces by Maurice Ravel, Dar- 
ius MUhaid, and by Sergie 
Racbmaniiiov. 

The concert is held under the 
puronage of Their Royal High- 
nesses Prince .Raad Ben Zeid 
and Mneess Majda Raad. 


Bahrain thanks Jordai^o] 
stand oh sabotagC^ttoik^^^ 


t/l\ 


AMMAN (Petra) ~ 
Bahraio has expressed its 
gratitude and appieclarion 
to Jorilan for its stand on 
the recent inddents of sab- 
otage in the Gulf state 
ufoiefa **aim at killing inoo- 
cem people aixi damaging 
ro foe economy. 

Speddng at a meeting 
with &oate Speaker 
Ahmad Lawzi and other 
senators, viriting Bahraim 
Shura GMincii Speaker 
Ibrahiffl Hmeidan Wednes- 
day said his government 
and the people of Bahrain 
are detenmned to foil 
attenqxs by saboteurs and 
other groups to tami^r with 
foe coustiy’s seomty and 
staltility or destroy foe 
country’s adiievements. 

Mt H^idaa said foe sit- 
uation in Bahrain was reas- 
suring, and foe country was 
able to quell the distur- 
bances and restore order. 

He called fiv fis^r 
cooperation between Jor- 
dan and Bahrain in all 
fields, particularly in eco- 
nomic rectors. 

For his ^zt, Mr. Lawzi 
voiced Join's backing of 
Batomn’s effixts to restore 
stability and pursue its 
maicfa for progress. He 
said foe two countries are 
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Spesker of the Senate Ahmad Lawzi Wednesday receives Bahraini Shura Coundl 
Speaker Ibrahim Hmeidan (Petra photo) 


closely linked through 
broth^y relations. 

Two people were reported 
to- have been wounded in 
tto latest incideot in 
Bahrain when a time-bomb 
exploded at a bus stop. 
Bahraini authorities issued 
warnings urging foe public 
to take extra precautions 


against finther acts by gov- 
ernment oppositioD groups. 

Prime Mimster Abdul 
Karim Kabariti Tuesd^ 
called his Bahraini counter- 
part, Sheikh Khalifeh Ben 
Salman Al Khalifeh, voic- 
ing Jordan’s strong suppwt 
fM* Bahrain’s security and 


stability. 

Me. Lawzi and foe other 
senators briefed the Bahrai- 
ni official and his delega- 
tion on die democratic 
process in Jordan, stressing 
foe Kingdom’s desire to 
cooperate with Bahrain' in 
parliamentary and sbura 
affairs. 


New association seeks to promote 
family medicine in region 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Since 
1989 foe Health Ministry 
has been working with Jor- 
forohm universities and 
international organisations, 
including foe World Health 
Orgaoisatioo (MIO). to 
promote foe family medi- 
cine practice and traiir doc- 
tors for this specialisation, 
according to Mmistei of 
Ifealfo Aj^Bataineh. 

Opening the first Confer- 
ence of foe Jcxdao Society 
of Family Medicine 
(JSFM) at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre Wednesday, 
Dr. Batoneh said tbe min- 
istry established study ceo- 
tres in family and commu- 
nity medicine and condu^ 
ed a^eemeots'witb various 
organisations to ensure 
ajotinued training for doc- 
tors and specialists. 

- 'Hiis 'conference, be saidi 
is designed to undgline foe 
importance of family medi- 
cine as an essential element 
in pimary health care ser- 
vices in Jordan and foe 
Arab region. 

Dr. Bataineh said family 
medicioe was also Inqior- 
tant in tbe fight against dis- 
eases and in ensuring good 
health for all members of 
sodety. 

Accoifong to Mazen 
Bafoir, tbe JSFM pesidem, 
die iUngdom currendy has 



Minister of Heal thAref Bataineh Wednesday opens the first conference of the Jordan 
Sodety of Family Medidne (JSFM) at the Royd Cnlbirai Centre (^tra photo) 


J20. dOGCors-spedalised-m- 
and practicD^ family medi- 
dne, in adfotini to 30 
interns being trained in a 
four-yem programme at tbe 
University of Jordan, tbe 
Jradan University of Sd- 
ence and Technology, tbe 
Royd Medical Ser^ces 
and foe Ministry of Health 
boqiitals . 

He said when tbe initial 
plans were set for starting 
family medicine in Jordan 
in 1982 there were only 
foree family medicine prac- 
ticiooers in the Kin^ont 

Family doctors, be said. 


prov4de--iategrated--5()cial; — (UA^-Egypt,*- Algeria,' 
medi c al and other baric ser- Lebanon, Palestine and Jw- 


vices and offer advice to all 
members of tbe g»n» fami- 
ly wUefa they Heat as an 
integrated unit. The also 
refer patients with special 
needs to other spedalists. 

Jordan Medit^ Associa- 
tion (JMA) President 
Basem Dajani ui^ tbe 
delegate to issue recom- 
mendations that would pro- 
mote family meefidne ser- 
vices in foe Arab region. 

Tbe delegates, firm Iraq, 
Saudi Arabia Bahraia the 
United Arab Fimratee 


dan are to review 43S 
pliers dealiiig wifo family 
m^cine, primary healfo 
care services, emergency 
cases and other topics uid 
will attend two semmats on 
continued mefocal educa- 
tion and tbe future of fami- 
ly medicine. 

After tbe opening session 
Dr. Bataineb opened an 
exUbition cfiqil^ing med- 
ical equipment and drugs 
manufactoied by Jordanian 
and foreign fir^. 
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Anti-nuclear activists 
battle German police 


DANNENBERG. Ge rman y 
(Rl — German and-nuclear 
activists fought pitched bat- 
tles with poUce Wednesday 
in a last-gasp bid to prevent 
a shipment of nuclear waste 
from reaching a storage 
depot in northern Germany. 

“It would almost be fitting 
to use the word ‘war* at the 
moment,” a police spokes- 
man in the nc^em town of 
Dannenberg said as officers 
clad in full riot gear used 
water cannon, tear gas and 
clubs to clear thou^ds of 
outraged protestors. 

Several demonstrators 
were hurt as up to 3,000 
tried to block the radioac- 
tive cargo from moving 
some 20 kilometres on a 
giant truck from a train 
depot to a medium-tenn 


storage facility in gorleben, 
120 kilometres east of 
Hanover. 

“The situation is very, 
very serious,” a police 
spokesman said. Protestors 
erected burning bamcades, 
hurled stones and shot fire- 
works at officers. Helicop- 
ters roared overhead and 
police dogs snarled at the 
agitated activists. 

“This DO lon^ has any- 
thing to do with peacefii! 
protests/' the spokesman 
said. 

Protesters nose-to-nose 
with ^lice lines chanted 
“no violence*', “put your 
weapons away*' and “get 
lost” as the police column 
escorting the truck moved 
forward at walking pace. 


The truck, carrying the 
waste in a hardened con- 
tainer under a blue tarpau- 
lin, stopped briefly where 
protestors had dug under- 
neath the road, but was then 
able to continue. 

Activists had already 
clashed with police in the 
area Tuesday afternoon af- 
ter trying to sabota^ the 
railway tracks. 

The radioactive waste, 
which crossed into Germa- 
ny from France by rail at 
midday Tuesday, bad made 
its way duougb most of the 
country practically unhin- 
dered. 

The train was the first of 
around 110 set to carry 
nuclear waste and fuel back 
to German reactors over the 
next eight years. 



German riot police spray water in an atteiE 4 )tto diqrerse a groap of anti-nodear pro- 
testors block^ the way to the nudear waste disposal v^di is expecting a nndear 
waste shipment from France Wednesday (Renter photo) 


The waste shipment elud- 
ed observers from the envi- 
ronmental group Gre'eh- 
peace who bad staked out 
the world's largest nuclear 
reprocessing plant in La 
Hague in northnn France. 
They had hoped to tip off 
their German counterparts. 

Greenpeace demonstra- 
tors kept vigil along the 
tracks near Gorleben daring 
the night Other demonstra- 
tors sang around campfires 
in defiance of a ban on 
protests in the area. 

In one of Germany's big- 
gest internal securi^ opera- 
tions, about 15,000 police 
and border guards were 
deployed to protect the 
waste as it mov^ north on a 
fistcar 

The train, with locomo- 
tives at each end, had inc- 
luded four cars carrying 
police and nuclear s^ety 
officials. 

Despite the tight securi^, 
about 30 protesters man- 
aged to halt the train briefly 
by sitting on the tracks near 
Darmstadt in western Ger- 
many Tuesday. They left 
peacefully at the request of 
police. 

Interior Minister Manfred 
Kanther instructed borckr 
guards and railway polite 
Tuesday not to away 
from using force if needed 
to prevent militants from 
vandalising rail lines. 

In a statement, be also 
thnsateoed protesters widi 
the force of the law, saying: 
“It is unbearable when 
bowling, masked rioters are 
not punished after leaving 
injui^ police officers at the 
sceae of a crime. This can- 
not be allowed.** 


8 die in new Pakistan terror attack 


LAHORE, Pakistan (AFP) — Eight people 
were killed and around 40 ityured when a 
powerful bomb ripped ihrou^ a bus near 
Lahore in Pakistan's third major terrorist 
attack in a month. 

The early morning blast at Sheikbupt^ 
some 25 kilometres of the Punjab 
province capital sent a wave of fear across 
the populous region. 

Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto con- 
demned the “dastardly” attack. 

In a statement sent from Sweden, where 
she is on a visit, Ms. Bhutto vowed to fight 
the wave of violence that has hit the coun- 
try- 

‘The harder terrorists ay to terronse the 
people and the government, the harder will 
be the govemment's resolve to deal with 
them vrith an iron hand,” she said. 

On April 28, a bomb e;q7]oded on a bus at 
Bhai Pbero near Lahore, IdlUng 52 people. 
Six people died on April 14 when a bomb 
exploded in a charity cancer hospital found- 
ed by fonner cricket hero Imran Khan. 

Some 137 people have been killed in 
seven attacks in the past seven months. 

Police said five people were killed 
instantly in the Sbeikhupura blast, two died 
on the way to hospital ai^ the eighth died in 
a Lahore hospital. Nineteen of the injured 
were listed in “critical” condition. 

The official Associated Press of Pakistan 
news agency, which first reported nine 
killed, later said there were six dead and 36 
injured. 

There was an ear-splitting explosion soon 
after the bus, coming from the nearby rice 
market town of Hafizabad, stopped in front 
of the Civil Hospital, witnesses said. 

The bomb was apparently planted under a 
seat in the bus. a police of^al told AFP. 
‘There was a big baog and the rear of the 
bus was on fire,” a Sbeikhupura resident 
said. 

Amjad Butt, a rice exporter said “1 saw 
some people trying to jump out of the win- 
dows and a majority of passengers managed 
to come out of the blazing bus.” 


Local shopkeepers rushed to join the res- 
cue operation, tot panic gripped the area 
and victims' limbs were scattered over the 
site, witnesses said. 

As ambulances removed the casualties, 
police cordoned off the area so bomb 
experts could start an investigation. 

Nobody claimed responsibility for the 
blast However. Malik Mushtaq Awan, the 
Punjab senior minister, implicitly accused 
India. He said “a foreign band is involved in 
such terrorist activities.” 

“No one but our enemy can commit such 
a barbarian act'* said Mr. Awan who is also 
provincial chief of the ruling Pakistan 
People’s Party. 

In Islamabad, a senior police official said 
it was blast “sponsored” by the Indian intel- 
ligence, Research and Analysis Wing 
(RAW). 

Ms. Bhutto had blamed the April blasts on 
raw. but India denied this. 

Iinran Khan said he suspected govern- 
ment security agencies could be behind the 
explosion at his hospital, and requested the 
Supreme Court start an investigation. 

News reports Tuesday quoted Punjab 
Chief NUnister Arif Nakai as sa)dng intelli- 
gence agencies had arrested suspects in the 
two blasts in April, tot he declined to iden- 
tify them apart from saying they were “raw 
agents.” 

The previous bus blast in Punjab coincid- 
ed with a similar explosion near New Delhi 
in which 15 people were reported killed. 

“The Intfians may have sent a signal to 
Pakistan that if you play this game we are 
capable of retaliating on your territory,” a 
Western diplomat said at that time. 

Pakistan has seen a series of bomb blast 
since late last year. 

llie Egyptian embassy in Islamabad was 
destroyed by a car bomb in November 
killing 17 people. Responsibility was 
c laimed by three Muslim groi^ in Egypt 

in December a car bomb in the north- 
western city of Peshawar left 45 dead. 


‘Tigers abandoned by Jaffna people’ 


DLOMBO (R) — Deputy Defence 
inister Anurud^a Ratwatte told parlia- 
:nt Wednesday that Sri Lankans living in 
i war-toin Jai^a peninsula have aban- 
oed the Tamil reb^ who claimed to be 
sir leaders for more than a decade. 

3en. Ratwatte said more than 200.000 
inority Tamils had moved to areas con- 
»11ed by the army, and the three-week 
vernmeni offensive had driven many 
3 els their northern stroaghold. 

The only group that continues with the 
11 for separation has been repudiated by 
i people,” Gen. Ratwatte said. “In other 
)rds, foe Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
lam (LTTE.) have been bwten both mih- 
ily and politically.” 

\ leading Tami l politician Wednesday 
rlcomed foe railitaiy's success in foe 
rfo, but said it was time now to replace it 
fo a political process. 

‘We welcome the (military) operation, 
lich has almost been completed without 
jch to civilian life and properfy,” 

id Douglas Devon an da, leader of foe 
lam People's Democratic Party that has 
le seats in Sri Lanka's 225-seat parlia- 


menL 

“But we feel this must be followed imme- 
diately by an interim civilian administration 
before a political vacuum sets in," Mr. 
Devananda told Reuters. 

The armed forces launched its assult on 
the rebel bastion late last year and in 
December took control of Jaffra town, foe 
centre of foe Tigers* would-be Tamil home- 
land. 

The military’s current offensive is aimed 
at securing other parts of foe heavily-popu- 
lated peninsula, where the LTTE h^ its 
own police force and operated its own 

hanky. 

The Tigers have since regrouped on the 
mainland soufo of foe peomsula and have 
launched a series of attacks on military and 
government targets to destabilise the 
island's east 

“Our forces have now taken control of a 
large portion of foe Tenmaradcbi and 
Vadamarachchi areas (of the peninsula),” 
Gen. Ratwatte said. 

He smd the government was helping dis- 
placed pet^le to rebuild their homes. 


U.S, House 
passes 
anti-crime 
bill 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Mindful of an electorate 
alarmed by crime, the VS. 
House of Representatives 
has passed several new 
laws against crime, includ- 
ing one requiring police to 
release the names of sex 
offenders to the communi- 
ties in which they live. 

That bill is known as 
Megan's Law after seven- 
year-old Megan Kanka was 
raped and murdered two 
years ago, allegedly by a 
twice-convi^ed sex offen- 
der who lived ^ross foe 
street from her New Jers^ 
hooie. 

The bill, part of a R^b- 
lican anti-crime offensive, 
was adopted in a 418-0 
vote Tue^y. 

The House of Represen- 
tatives also passed several 
other crime bills, some of 
which generated a degree 
of skepticism. 

One bill makes it a foder- 
al crime for anyone to stalk 
someone across a state line 
or in a federal jurisdictimi, 
such as a military base ora 
national park. 

Another bill would 
increase sentences for fed- 
eral violent crimes against 
children aged 14 and 
younger and elderly people 
aged 65 and older. . 

And an amendment to 
that bill, which passed on a 
voice vote, would mak e die 
second conviction of a sex- 
ual crime against a child a 
federal offense. 

Not to be ouUlone, a New 
York state representative, 
Democrat Louise Sligh- 
ter. then offered an amend- 
ment expanding that to 
cover foe second sexual 
crimes against anyone — 
man or woman, adult or 
child. Her amendment 
which was approved, also 
would give prweeutors foe 
(^tiou to se^ a sentence'of 
life imprisonment vrifoout 
parole for foe repeat sexual 
offender. 

The bill to increase pe- 
nalties for crimes against 
the young and old would 
direct the U.S. sentencing 
commission to add years ro 
sentences for violent 
crimes against those vul- 
nerable people. 


Anti-nuclear demonstrators bum down a barricade to block tbe way to the nndear 
waste disposal Gorieben which has to be used by a nndetf waste transport which 
arrived from France Wednesday. Gennan anti-node^ activists fought pitdied bat- 
tles with police Wednesday in a last-gasp bid to prevent a shipmait ^ nuclear waste 
from reaching a storage depot i n northern Germany (Renter photo) 

S. African assembly adopts 
permanent constitution 


CAPE TOWN (Rl — South Africa's 
Constitutional Assembly adopt^ Wednes- 
day a permanent post-apartheid constitu- 
tion. agreed in a last-minute deal which res- 
cued foe country from a divisive national 
referendum. 

The 490-member Constitutional Assemb- 
ly, which comprises both houses of parlia- 
ment, voted to adopt a permanent post- 
apartheid constitution with an overwhelm- 
ing majority. 

^e deputy chairman of the assembly, 
Leon Wesseik said 420 members voted in 
favour of the new constitution but agreed to 
repeat tbe electronic ballot to properly 
record tbe abstention of foe white separatist 
Freedom Front 

“The result is beyond question.” he said. 

The new law wtil replace a transitional 
constiiutioD that came into force after all- 
race elections in April 1994 that buried 
aftertheid and brought President Nelson 
Mandela and his African National 
Congress, or ANC. to power. 

The National Party that ran aparfoeid and 
now serves in foe national unity govern- 
ment and the ANC reached an Ufo-hour 
agreement Tuesday night after foe NP 
objected to ANC clauses on education. 
{Moperty and employer lock-outs. 

Emiier, Constitutional Assembly 
Chauinan Cyi^ Ramaphosa hailed the 140- 
page constitution as a trimnph for foe nation 
and tbe legislators who drafted if over foe 
past two years. 

“Through this constitution we hope to 
transfonn our society from one that is based 
on injustice and strife to one based on jus- 
tice and peace. 

Tt is good for investors and it is also good 
for the rand this constitution,” said Mr. 
Ramaphosa. 

Deputy President F.W. Dc Klerk, whose 
white-I^ National Party (NP) withheld its 
support until foe early hours of Wednesday, 
said tbe constitution was a flawed docu- 


ment 

“There is much in this constitution with 
which we are not satisfied.... Ultimately, we 
are voting ‘yes' because we can say that by 
standing firm we have achieved a constitu- 
tion foat we can live with.” be said. 

The support of the 99-membcr NP guar- 
anteed passage by tbe required two-thirds 
majorify in foe assembly vote, just hours 
ahead of Thursday's legal deadline for 
adoption of a permanent post-apartheid 
constitution. 

Days of deadlocks and brinkmanship that 
had threatened to drive South Africa’s two- 
year-old democracy into a national referen- 
dum dominated by foe opposing views of 
the main black and white parties bruised foe 
already battered rand, w^h hovered near 
aU-time lows all week. 

But foe logjam broke around midnight 
when delegates from President Nelson 
Mandela's majority African National 
Congress (ANC) and foe white-led NP 
rqxnted ^re^ment on three outstanding 
issues. 

The ANC gave ground on tbe future of 
mainly-white Afrikaans language schools 
and the protection of propeny accrued 
under apartheid. 

The f^reiuctanily accepted a labour rela- 
tions clause that failed to guai^tee foe 
right to business and industry uo.prot^ 
themselves from strike action by locking 
out workers. 

Calling for close scrutiny of the labour 
clause by foe independent Constitutional 
Co^ Mr. De Klerk said: “I don't want to 
spoil a nice day, but I would violate my 
conscience if I did not say that the handling 
of this question was a scandal.” 

be said his support was motivated partly 
by the fact that a “no” vote would have 
forced '(he country into “an inevitably con- 
frontational referendum (foat) could dam- 
age foe interests of our country irreparably.” 



A weU-wisber greets President Nelson Mandela (left) as he arrives with Constitntionai 


Assembly ebainnan Cyril Ramaphosa (right) for 
Wednesday (Reuter photo) 


Former officer admits love for Diana 


an Assembly photo sesrion 


LONDON (R) — ^A former British army 
officer who claims be bad a five-year affair 
with Princess Diana was quoted Wednesday 
as saying they bad been desperately in love 
and fantasised about a life togefoen 
Ex-cavalry Captain James Hewitt, foe 
man with whom Princess Diana admitted 
aduJtoy. said he never intended to fall in 
love with foe wife of Britain's future king, 
foe Sun newspaper reported. 

Quoting from a transcript of a 38-minute 
television interview with CapL Hewitt foat 
will be screened worldwide next week, the 
tabloid said their feelings were mutuaL 
“What we had was very, very sp^al,” 
said Copt Hewitt “Diana’s love is all 
eucompassing and ftii filHng and I was 
greatly privileged to be on tbe receiving end 
of that” 

Princess Diana is currently involved in 
divorce proceedings with her estranged 
husband l^ce Charles. 

CapL Hewitt said his friendship with foe 
princess began in 1985 when he agreed to 
give her riding lessons and it developed into 
a romance offer a candlelit dinner at her 
London home a year later after her marriage 


bad broken down. 

“We ^ke a great deal about what foe 
future may hold for us both ” he said. 

“1 think it was perhaps fun to fantasise 
and to believe in a situadon which quite 
clearly mi^t not be possible...The dreams 
of being able to spend foe test of our lives 
together:” ; 

Capt Hewitt, 38, who was repotted to be 
set to make £1 million ($1.5 million) from 
the prograrhme, said he agreed to the docu- 
mentary to, give his side of foe story after 
Princess Diana admitted their adulterous 
affair in a television interview last year. 

He said foe princess was emotionally vul- 
nerable and distressed when they met and 
had tried desperately to save her marriage. 

She spoke openly about Prince Charies's 
reJationshit) with his long-time love 
Camilla Parker Bowles and said she felt she 
was unable to give her husband the love 
that he wanted. 

Although (2apt. Hewitt gives little H^tati 
about foe physical aspects of his relation- 
ship with foe princess, the interview is 
bound to cause more embarrassment for 
Britain's royal family. 


U^. firm plans 
renovation of 
Vietnam cinemas 

HANOI (AFP) — A U.S. 
company has sigiKd a deal 
to renovate several crum- 
bli^ Vietaatziese eznemas 
and build new mnltipTex 
centres that will show 
Amuican movies, a tep^ 
said Tuesd^. Vision Net 
Intematitmal (VNT) is still 
w^ting for official app- 
rove for tile deal 
with state movie distnbu’ 
tioD company FAFIM to 
renovate cinemas in Hanoi, 
Ho Chi Minh Cky and 
Daoaog, a publication of 
the Vietnam News Agency 
said. VNl is to build 20 
multiplex cinemas with up 
to four screens, each with a 
capacity of up to 300 peo- 
ple the agency quoted VNl 
ofificiai Raymond Clin as 
saying. The number of cin- 
emas has declioed dramad- 
caily in recent years. In 
1993, the country still had 
around 300 cinemas. Now 
owners have rnsbed to con- 
vert them to karaokes or 
restaurants, leaving just 70 
cinemas. Hanoi now has 
only two for its tiiree mil- 
liOQ..pe( 9 le. VNl has also 
sign^ a deal to bring 20- 
30 movies to \fietnam each 
year to be shown in foe 
new cinemas. FAFIM, a 
state firm known for its 
conservatism, will main- 
tain control over which 
films are chosen for re- 
lease. Most cinemas only 
show Vietnamese films 
which have lost out in pop- 
ularity in recent years to 
imported movies, from 
Hong Kong" watched at 
home or foown in street- 
side video bars. Several 
U.S. films, including tbe 
Arnold Schwarzenegger 
action movie true lies, have 
been screened at local cine- 
mas over tiie past year. 

Gun-toting granny 
charged with 
attempted robbery 

LOS ANGELES (R> — A 
7 1 -year-old grandmother, 
who allegedly tried to bold 
up a petrol station with a 
gun because of mounting 
financial troubles, was 
charged with attempted 
robbery. Deputy District 
Atromey David Deroeijian 
said Mary Ruth Blanco 
drove ro tbe service station 
in suburban West Covina 
early Saturday, approached 
foe lone attendant, who 
was in a bulletproof glass 
booth, brandisbto a .32 cal- 
ibre pistol and demanded 
mon^. she saw tbe 
attendmt dialing the police 
emergency number she fled 
in her truck. Ms. Blanco 
faces a maximum sentence 
of 13 years in prison if con- 
victed of one coum of sec- 
ond-degree attempted rob- 
bery. She is being held on 
$60,000 bail. 

To really bum 
calories, work the 
treadihni study 

CHICAGO (R) — Forget 
the stair-steppos, ro wing 
machineft ai^ bicyclcs — 
it's &e treadmill fo^ really 
bums calories at the spa. 
Researchers at die Medical 
College of 'Wisconsin and 
the Veterans Affairs Medi- 
cal Centre in Milwaukee 
said the treadmill is the 
most efficient device, burn- 
ing off 40 per cent more 
calories titan other workout 
machines studied, “The 
treadmill manbi Fie in du c ed 
higher rates of eno]^ ex- 
peotStiire and aerobic d> 
mands-fhan the ofoer exer- 
cise madiines examined,” 
it said. 

Wedding video 
catches kiss of 
death:fbr woman 

BANGKOK(R) — AThai 

man killed hk ti^e after he 

saw anotiier man giving her 
a kiss in a video tape of a 
relative’s wedding, police 
said. The 29-year-old man 
was arrested in Bangkok 
Tuesday and later con- 
fossed that he had become 
enraged and stabbed his 
wife to death after w^efa- 
ing tbe family video, police 
said. The man told poUcc 
be lost his temper after his 
wife reftised to reveal the 
identity of die ™n seen 
giving her the kiss, police 
said. 


tv 






4 . 



ty. nn laVT ■ f i« 


World News 


Jordan Tiinesl^raiiasday-Friday, May 9-10, 1996 



wm 


I'ir ■ 


^Idiers wiA Chaiies Ibylor’s NPFL walk past the headless body of an oeeiny soldier captured ytben wounded 
then decapitated durii^ heavy fi ghting in downtown Monrovia (Venter photo) 

'Gunbattle reported on key bridge in Liberian capital 


MONROVIA (AFP) — 
Factional fighters in Mon> 
rovia battik over a key 
bridge Wednesday morning 
but the rest of the Liberian 
capital was reported to be 
calm. 

Ethmc Krahn forces of the 
Uoited Liberation Move- 
ment CULIMOJ) and fight- 
ers of the National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia — consid- 
ered by its leader Charles 
Taylor to be government 
troops — fought for territo- 
ry on Job^n Bridge, 
which links the ciQr centre 


with Vai Town, an area that 
gives access to a parallel 
bridge, witnesses contactd 
by telephone reported. 

Most parts Monrovia 
were quiet, however as a 
ceasefire first called April 
19, broken nine days later 
and leimposed Monday, 
seemed to have taken hold. 

In die diplomadc endave 
of Mamba Point, residents 
moved freely to feu± food 
and water or to visit frirads 
and family hitherto unrea- 
chable because of the clash- 


Althougb most Monro- 
vians are hoping a soludon 
to a crisis ignited by the 
attempted arrest a month 
ago of key faction leader 
^‘General” Roosevelt John- 
son, will be found re- 
ponal heads of state meet- 
ing Wednesday in Accra, 
tension remained high. 

Anned youths — few fac- 
tional militiamen are be- 
yond their twenties — still 
roamed the streets, some- 
times taunting and touting 
obscenities at members of 
opposed factions. 



‘ 


Rebels with Charies Taylors NPFL gesture with their guns at the severed head d an Training Centre, a barraclo 
enemy soldier they captured v^die wounded in fighting. Despite a ceasefire which diat has been at the heart ol 
went into effect Ibesday, clashes between rival milMas contmuied (Reuter photo) much of die clashes. 

Hung parliament seen as India vote count starts 


An argument between two 
NPFL fighters in Mamba 
Point hovered on the edge 
of catastrophe as one of 
those involved, a boy of no 
more than 12, polled a hand 
grenade from pocket and 
held it to the face of the 
other, his finger on the pin. 

‘I'll pull it out, man. You 
shut cp or ru pull it out,” he 
shout^ 

Asked if he hoped the 
ceasefire would hold, one 
NPFL commander told 
AFP: “If there was anytiung 
I could hope for it would be 
an end to this war.” 

Nearly, a non-combattant, 
23-year-old Grace Jallcdi 
echoed this view. “This has 
gone on too long. The war 
has to stop DOW. People 
have had enough,” be saidL 
adding die best way for this 
to'be achieved would be for 
African peackeeping force, 
ECOMOG, to be d^loyed 
across the city and for U.S. 
Marines, currently stationed 
at the American embassy in 
Mamba Point, to be dep- 
loyed alongside them. 

“These fighters don’t al- 
ways have respect for ECO- 
M(3G. But with the Ameri- 
can soldiers it’s a difierenc 
stoiy." 

Diplomats here say there 
are no plans for die Marines 
to leave the embassy com- 
pound. 

Corpses, some headless, 
have yet to be cleared from 
the area around Barclay 
Training Centre, a barracks 
diat has been at the heart of 
much of die clashes. 


NEW DELHI (R) — Counting began 
Wednesday in India's general elec- 
tions. wiA an exit poll pointing the 
way to a hung parliament and defeat 
for Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao'.s Congress Party. 

Hrst results in the 347 constituencies 
being counted Wednesday were not 
expected for several hours. 

Counting was due to start in at least 
another 183 constimencies Thursday 
morning and a clear picture of the state 
of (he parties was likely by the week- 
end. 

Electoral officials said more than 50 
per cent of India's 590 million voters 
look pan in balloting over three days 
for all but six of India’s 543 parlia- 
mentary constituencies. 

An exit poll on state television after 
voting ended Tuesday night predicted 
a hung parliament, with tiK ruling 
Congress and its allje.s in second place 
with around 142 seats. 

The exit poll predicted tiie Hindu 
nationalist Bharatiya Janata PaiQr 
(BJP) would get 192 seats and emeige 
the biggest pony, but well short of £e 
273 needed for an overall majority. 

Polls during the campaign had pre- 
dicted a similar result 

The BJP and its allies held 128 seats 
going into the elections, while 


Ck>Dgress and its parmers had 274. 

The perceived anti-Muslim bias of 
the BJP is likely to make it difScult for 
the party to attract support from other 
more secular parties in parliament 

Also, it remains uncl^ whether the 
BJP would seek to form a government 
if it won under 200 seats. 

BJP President Lai Krishna Advani 
told state television Tuesday nigbt he 
expected the party to win around 215 
seats. 

‘*We haven't decided how we will 
form the government but we hope to 
get enou^ sup^rt” he said. 

Ibesday’s exit poll said the National 
Front-Left Front (NF-LF), a loose 
alliance of centre-I^ and Communist 
parties, would win 134 seats, with 
region^ parties taking 67. 

Analysts belike the most likely out- 
come of the vote will be a coition 
between part or all of Congress and the 
NF-LF. 

Tlte exit poll, conducted for state 
television the independent New 
Ddhi-based Centre for Study of 
Developing Societies, questioned 
17,(X)0 voters in 120 constituencies 
and had a margin of error of five to 10 
percent 

A Congress showing of under 150 
seats would be tbe wtmt ev^ for the 


party that has ruled India for all but 
four years since independence in 1947. 
It won 154 seats in 1977 elections 
that swept Indira Gandhi out of power. 

If the election result is in line with 
the exit poll, it is expected to spark a 
challenge to Mr. Rao’s leadership of 
the party, encouraged by defectors 
who l^ve said th^ will Tetum to 
Congress if it ditches Mr. Rao. 

Mr. Rao’s rivals in Congress have 
been visiting Sonia Gandhi, die 
Italian-bom widow of former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi and bead of the 
Nehru-Gandhi femily dynasty that has 
led die party for most of its post-inde- 
pendence history. 

She is likely to play a decisive role in 
any party leadership battle. 

Mr. R^'s departure has also been 
encouraged by NF-LF leaders, who 
have said they are prepared to form a 
coalition widi Congress if he quits as 
leader. 

Such a coalition would be likely to 
keep in place die radical economic 
reforms that Mr. Rao has introduced 
since 1991, opening -India’s door to 
foreign trade and investmenL bat slow 
their pace of devdopmenL 


Winnie Mandela involved in abduction, 
murder. Truth Commission hears 


Russians face stalemate in 
Chechenya guerrilla war 


VEDENO, Russia (AFP) — The l7-month conflict in 
Chechenya has broken up into a guerrilla war with few sta- 
ble frontlines and neither the Russians nor the Chechen 
rebels looking close to outright victory. 

The closest thing to a frontline is the Caucasus foothills, 
where the lightly armed Chechens can use the terrain to 
their advantage against Russian armoured columns and air 
raids. But even this frontline is increasingly unpredictable. 

Last week. Russian forces pulled their tanks and thou- 
sands of troops out of Vedeno and Daigo in southeastern 
Chechenya, less than three weeks after having captured 
them. 

The troops withdrew down the hillg to Tsa Vedeno, leav- 
ing the higher viUages — from Daigo to Mekhketi — in 
Chechen bands. 

As soon as the Russians left Vedeno the Chechen fighters, 
driving c^bired Russian jeeps, and armed with Russian- 
made rocket launchers and rifles, moved in. 

On Diesday, the ruined, deserted village of Goiskoye in 
the south-central foothills was finally captured by the 
Russians after three hours of saturation shelling. 

In the southwest, Chechens still hold out in Bamut. anoth- 
er totally destroyed village, reportedly thanks to the 
bunkers of a disused Soviet nuclear missile base. 

The neighbouring villages of Orekhovo and Stary- 
Achkhoi, which have been held by the Chechens more than 
a year, are now a no-man's-land, razed to the ground, lit- 
tered with mines and often changing hands, according to 
C3iecben fighters. 

Deeper south in the mountains, the Chechens have creat- 
ed bases that are virtually immune to ground attack due to 
the ste^ness of the hills and tiuckness of the forests. 

However, like every other Chechen position, these places 
are open to Russian long-range artiileiy and aerial bombing 
and the Chechens rely on their network of trenches to sur- 
vive. 

In the plains the Russians claim full control, saying they 
have pushed what they call bandits'’ into the hills for 
good. 

But in reality the situation is just as fluid. 

At night Chechen rebels move about with the help of 
local gmdes around the Russian positions between the 
mountains and the capital Grozny. 

Every village has rebel suppo^rs who feed, shelter and 
arm the fighters. Likewise, hospitals in the p lains give help 
to wound^ fighters. 


Akhmed. rebel communderof a small village Just 20 kilo- 
metres from Grozny, said he could call on I’OO men for 
behind-the-Iines attacks ^^hene^e^ he needed them. 

The rebels’ new emph:tsis on pani.san tactics has already 
resulted in major losses for the Russians o\er the last 
month. 

An entire armoured column was wiped out in the south- 
central Shaioi area, with the ios.s of more (him .^l.' Russian 
troops. 

.Another Russian column was destroyed in the Vedeno 
Valley, according to rebel commanders. 

Shamil Budayev, the most daring and influeniial of i.he 
guerrilla comtnander.s. said last week that his men were 
stepping up behind-the-lines attacks. 

Last week the rebels fired Grad P.HrkeLs at the Riis.sian air 
base in Grozny. 

With the Russian pre.sidentinl elections looming on June 
16, there are signs ih.ii the Russians are trying" to avoid 
embamussing major confront.ntions. 

A battle in the southeastern plains town of Shali. home to 
about 40,000 people, was narro’My averted over the w-eek- 
end. 

In what appteured to be a majc«r comprcimise both 
sides, encircling Russiait troops moved into the town with- 
out oppo.siiion. but then did nothing to arresr and disarm ihe 
numerou.s fighters hidden there, witiiesse.s .said. 

Commander Basuyev had threatened to bring in fighters 
from the hills south of Shall and unaok the Ruhsians rrom 
the rear if they used force. 

Tim Guldimann. head of the Grozny-based delegation '.)f 
the Organisation for Security and O.>operaiion in Euri*pc 
(OSCE), said: "It was a smooth operation in a dangerous 
situation." 

However, a helicopter attack Tues-d.iy on a crowded mar- 
ket place in the plains town of Urus hlari.m and oihcr daily 
attacks on civilians suggest that the Russian generals are fur 
from adopting a new humane policy in Chechenya. 

Meanwhile, Commander Ba>a\ev and oilier Chechen 
commanders are determined to keep fighting until they 
drive Ru.ssian uxjops out. whatever the cost. 

There is widespread support among fighters for 
Commander Basayev's plans to carry the war into Russia 
proper, even using terrorist tactics. 

Commander Busayev led a mass hostage-taking raid on 
the southern Russian town of Budeimo\'sk last June in 
which .some 1 50 people died. 


Azerbaijan ready for PoW swap with Armenia 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Azerbaijan told 
Russia Wednesday it was ready to 
band over to Aim^a 39 prisoners in 
exchange for a group of Azerbaijanis 
captured in the coniOict over- the 
mountain enclave of Nagorno-Kara- 
bakh. 

Azerbaijani President Geidar Aliyev 
told Russian Foreign Minister Yev- 
geny Primakov that Baku had a list of 
39 “ethnic Armenian prisoners-of-war, 
hostages and convicted criminals 
whom we are ready to band over to 
you for transfer to Armenia," the 
Azerbaijani news agency Turan re- 
ported. 

Mr. Priinakov arrived in (he Azer- 
baijani capital Wednesday on a shuttle 
visit to help resolve the Armeoian- 
Azerbaijani conflict over Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

A ceasefire has been holding in the 
region since May 19^. 

Mr. Aliyev said the group of prison- 
ers to be released by Baku included a 
“terrorist” who was involved in a 
bombing in the Baku undeiground 
railway and three criminals who had 
lolled an Azerbaijani journalist 


Mr. Primakov described the Azer- 
baijani move as "a great humanitarian 
step" and promised that he would 
return to Baku Friday with 69 
Azerbaijanis held by Armenia. Turan 
leportetL 

Earlier Azerbaijani Foreign Minister 
Gasan Gasanov told Turan that Baku 
had lists showing more than 850 
PoWs were held by Armenia. 

On Friday the Azerbaijani Supreme 
Court sentenced to death two men for 
causing a' bomb blast in the Baku 
Metroln March 1994 which killed 14 
people. 

A second bombing in the metro four 
months later killed seven people. 

Mr. Primakov was due to travel to 
the Armenian capital Yerevan later 
Wednesday for talks with Armenian 
leaders, returning to Baku Friday. 
Thran reponed. 

On April 21 Mr. Aliyev and 
Armenian President Levon Ter-Pei- 
rossian said they had agreed to extend 
a ceasefire, step up peace talks and 
free all PoWs, following summit talks 
in Luxembourg. 

The agreement injected a note of 


optimism into four years of largely 
fruitle.ss on-and-ofr’ negoliuiion.s us er 
Naaomo-Karabakii. which is situated 
in Azerbaijan but populaieJ mosils bs 
ethnic .Armenians. 

.Armenia proper has pushed fur out- 
right secession, or at least political 
autonomy for the enclave, and hacked 
its separatist bid militarily. 

Azerbaijan meanwhile has refused 
to let the western territor>' go. 

The Kiirubakh Armenimis now con- 
trol the enclave and a small portion of 
.Azeri territoiy. 

The i.saue hsis bitterly divided 
.Armenians .nnd Azeri.s since Kurabukli 
.Ai'meniun.s backed by Yerevan, the 
Armenian capital, launched a seces- 
sionist bid in 1988, setting off u .sL\- 
year war that has lefi more than 
20.00(J dead and 500.0U0 displaced. 

Inierfa.x News .Agencx quoted offi- 
cials in Nugomo-Kurabakh us saying 
the auihoriiieii in the enclave were 
expected to free a group of .Azerbai- 
jani PoWs before Mr. Primakov ar- 
rived in the teirilorx 's capital Stepu- 
mikert Tluirsdav. 


EU anxiously seeks stronger foreign policy voice 


BRUSSELS (R) — The European Union, embarrassed by 
high-profile foreign policy faUures from Bosnia to Beirut 
is seeking ways of speaking with a single voice in diplo- 
macy and fmdiDg that majority rule may be the way. 

Officials frt>m the 15-nation bloc say that most EU coun- 
tries are coming around to a previously-taboo notion that 
individual EU countries should not be ^owed to veto for- 
eign policy decisaons backed by most of tfae others. 

Only Britain and Greece remain vehemently opposed to 
such a watering down of national rights. EU officials said 
following the bloc’s latest round of treaty negotiating this 
week. 

^Tlie vast majority of countries recognise the need to 
(find ways) that will allow us to axroid the limitations of 
unanimity,” Italy's Silvio Fagiolo said. 

Mr. Fagiolo is chainnan of a group of EU foreign minis- 
ters’ representatives who cuirently meet once a" week to 
negotiate changes to the EU’s treaty as part of the bloc's so- 
called inter-governmental conference on its future. 

Britain is opposed on principle to any reduction in nation- 
al rights. Grei^, eyes firmly fixed on arch-rival Turkey, is 
loath to gixre up its power to veto EU actions concerning 
Ankara. 

But well-publicised foreign policy failures by die EU 
have ^parently turned other bloc members towards some 
sort of decision-making system that would allow a majori- 
ty of countries to cany the day. 

•“D^ite its economic xveight and its role as the number 
one aid donor, the union doesn’t really have much weight 
in crisis management," German Secretary of State Werner 
Hoyer said, 

Tlie EU has been stung by a constant inability to agree on 


what to do in foreign affair*, anti then to car.ty it out. 

Most notable among the failures was the bl«,»c's .struggle 
to prevent or end the war in ne\«-door Yugoslavia despite 
the appointment of a peace negotiator and the deployment 
of peacekeeping troops from El^ >tutes under United 
Nations control. 

The United States, to the chagrin o.^ the Europeans, 
stepped in to broker a peace deal after spending years on 
the sidelines. 

More recently. Wa.shingron made (he running In stopping 
fighting between Israel and Hizboliali guemllas in 
Lebanon. Efforts by France, acting unilaterally, and EU 
president Italy to get invoixed were criticised in some quar- 
ters as thfealemns to detract from the nuin negoti;:no!i>. 

NMthin its oxvn house, the blc-c was also" faulted Tor 
“sleeping through the night" when EU member Greece and 
felloxv .N.ATO member Turkey came close to blows over a 
disputed island. 

Such confusions in diplomacy have led for calls within 
the EU for a single person — someone the WL>rlJ cun ring 
in crisi.s — to coordinate.the bll^c'.s joint foreign policy. 

Paris has urged a high-lexel. high-profile apptiinimem to 
be made and for th,-it person to report directly to EU lead- 
ers. 

But EU officials said after this xveek's tiegoiiutions that 
the bloc's 14 other members were cool to the idea. 

'This gentleman would confuse exerything — the world, 
the presidency, the European Commis.sion and the merrher 
states," one diplomat .said. 

The appointment of a senior bureaucrat, reporting to the 
EU's 15 foreign minisrerx. v.'as a more likely outcome, they 
said. 


DURBAN, South Africa (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela's ex-wife Winnie was 
named Wednesday in connection with the 
abduction and murder of a teenaged politi- 
cal activist in 1989 by a witness at the truth 
and reconciliation commission public bear- 
ings here. 

Joyce Seipei told how her 14 year-old son 
Storapie was taken from a church mission 
by a gong associated with (Mrs.) Mandela 
and held at Mj^. Mandela’s home in the 
sprawling black township of Soweto near 
Johannesburg. 

She recalled how two w’ell-known clerics, 
brought her the grim news through the 
township grapevine that the gang, knoxvn as 


the 'Mandela Football Qub," had then 
beaten her son to death. 

Mrs. Seipei said that even after she had 
identified Stompie’s body, Mrs. Mandela’s 
supporters in the township claimed that he 
was still alive. 

'T was very hurt when people kept saying 
that it (the body) was not my child ... his 
eyes were gouged out ... but i am his moth- 
er and I knew it was him,” Mrs. Seipei said. 

Stompie, a member of tee mtemal wing of 
Mr. Mandda’s then-banned African Natio- 
nal Congress, had nvo years before his 
become tee young^ anti-apartheid 
activist in police detention when he was 
held at the age of 12. 
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Under The Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor. Jordan River Designs presents: 
'NEW BEGINNINGS' Introducing our baby line along with our new Spring collection. A t JRD 
showroom, Jabel Amman, 1st Circle. 9-23 May,1996, from 9.00 am - 9.00 pm. Tel. 613081-2 
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UNRWA- Where to? 

UNTIL a comiM'dieiidve and permanent political 
SidutioD to the Palestine refi^ees problem is reached, 
the focus at tiie United N^kms Relirf and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) should remain on the purpose for 
which it was creided: providh^ humanitarian and 
economic assistance to the re^ees in their host 
coimtries. That is a fade which has been becoming 
more dHBcnh due to tiie increasing number 
refu g ees, the tumultous political developments since 
1948 and tiie ovct decreatii^ valoe of delations 
relative to tiie growing UNRWA bn^et. 

While it is the respomiUiity of the donor nations to 
bonoor tfadr legal and Bnanrial commitments to 
UNRWA and hs operations so that it meets its 
obiigations, it is the doty of the i^Micy itself to ensnre 
the most effective ntiiisation of its resources. Its 
decisknis should be geared towards fulfilling its 
mandate and not taUw^ to suit the inner coosidera- 
tions and priorities of the United Nations. If the dunce 
is betweoi political expediency and practicality, UN- 
RWA sboold opt for the latter. 

That, however, did oiot hanien when UNRWA 
decided to move hs externa) relations to Gaza. Nor 
wOl the decision by the donor countries to entrust 
their embassies in Td Aviv with tiie responsibility oi 
UNRWA aflhirs help tiie affsaey carry out hs duties, 
as His Royal Hl^liness Crown Prince Hassan aptly 
pennted out in his qieech to the agency’s informal 
meding of the major donor and host countries in 
Amman yesterday. 

Needless to say that the refugee problem can only be 
sdved throo^ a cmnprdienshre settiemeat -to the 
Arab-lsradi coofikL That settlement is not whh os 
yet. Elowever, and until it materialises the direct 
concerns and needs of the refogees and ibeir host 
coontries shoold contmue to be UNRWA’s top prior- 
ity. That would mean the partidpation df hR host 
countries in the agency's meetings and dedskm- 
■nalfing prOCeSS. 

Political droimstaiices do not » yet — allow for 
the partidpatioD of Syria and Lebanon, two of 
UNRWA’s five fields of opiration, in any medings 
that wOl be bdd in Gaza. The dosnre of the 
Palestinian setf-role areas, which has been the nmin 
ratiiertiiandKe»X!ptkm since the Palestinian Nation- 
al Aotfaorhy took control of them, will make the 
omTcnii^ of dowNT meetings there problematic, to say 
the least. Making UNRWA’s affairs the responsibility 
of the donor coontries* embassies in Israel will only 
lead to logistical and political problems that neither 
UNRWA nor the donor nations need. 

This means that the meetings will have to be held 
elsewhere, whidi adnally makes a country like 
Jordmi the natnnd venue for UNRWA to base its 
operatimis. 

It is Jmtian’s deep concern fm* rdhgees that has led 
it to pdnt to tiie wmrying consequmices of these 
decisions by UNRWA and toe major donor nathms. 
The Kingdom hosts over 40 per cent of the overall 
refiigee population. The livi^ conditions of those 
refi^ees are tor better than th^ of refugees in any 
other host country. In Jordan, r ef uge e s, who have full 
dtizenship, enjoy the r^t to emptoyment, schooling 
and bnsinem among others. Tiie govemoient’s con- 
trtootioDs to refugees, by UNRWA’s own estimates, 
amonnt to $300 miUimi per year, which is almost 
equivalent to UNRWA’s annual bn^et of $320 
ntiliion. 

The Kingdom has earmarked this amount to 
retirees at a time when it is under severe econooiic 
pressure to cut down its public expenditure. That 
^leaks for the comnutment of the Kingdom to and 
concern for the weU-bemg of the Palestinian refogees 
untfi an equitable solution to their proUem is found. 

^ when Jordan contributes its ideas on bow better 
to faritoiite the vroric -pt UNRWA, it speaks with a 
history of unparallded success in dealing wito the 
refugees proUon and a demonstrated record of 
serving tiieir interests. Its words are tons worth 
jistMing to — tor tiie sake of refugees and their 
fhtnre. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT daily said Wednesdy that Jordan and Egypt 
have a good opportunity to initiate and promote the 
concept of regional acooperation and achieve fiirdier 
development now that boto countries are enjoying the 
Middle East peace and are oriented towards te market 
had open trade between themselves and toe world at 
large. Success that would be achieved at the present 
mi^rinos of the higher jomt committee is bound to pave 
the ground for a sifcoksfiil summit beween ^ng 
Hussein and President Mubarak, and identity of views 
on politic^, economic and other issues will help both 
countries pursue joint endeavours towards fonber suc- 
cesses at the bilaieial aid regional levels, said the 
paper. The statements of toe two prime ministers at the 
* start of the higher committee meetings reflected the 
deteiminaaon of Amman and Cairo to move ahead wito 
plans to integrate their economies and to search for 
ways to reestablish soldiarity among Arab states, added 
toe pmw. It said that as ^ two coumri^ strive to 
attain comprriietirive peace and help the Palestinians 
regain their foil rights in their homeland, are tiso 
moving ahffftrf with efforts to fulfil the ultimate aspin^ 
tions of the Arab Nation. 


The View from Academia Ahmad y. Majdoabeh 

Thesis exams, kenafa and press coverage 


THERE IS sonKtbing seriously wrong wito tiie way our 
Arabic newspapers and na gazinas tackle many ci die 
issues which axe of concern to our largely innocent, unin- 
formed, beaisay-prone, and gossip-swaUowing public. 
During these pa^ulariy critical times in the history of toe 
Arab Nation, we are in diie need of serious dialog and 
intelligent debate, and our press is, natirally, eiqpected to 
take an active part in making avaflable facts, opinions and 
counter-c^nidons, and pros aod cckis. Wtot we want is 
investigative reporting and thorough, efficient coverage- 
So far, this is not happening much. 

The other day 1 ism in one of our local newsp^ieis the 
following item, composed of two paragraphs ai^ entitled 
*Tfae University fteveots Families and Relatives,” which 
I am translating in foU: 

*Tbe University of Jordan administratitm has recently 
taken a,decisioo preventing (he fomilies and relatives of 
graduate students from aite^ng the sessions of the toesis 
defence exam in order to maintain a quiet atmosphere dur- 
ing the defence sessions!! 

Wie pose a question here: Have toe families and relatives 
become a source of annoyance for toeir children and an 
obstacle in toe way of their obtaining a master’s aPlLD. 
deg^, when they (the parents) are in fact awaiting this 
particular day anxiously? Or, is there something else on 
the mind of |lie university?” 

One does not know what to say when one reads such an 
item, and a hundred others, of whidi our dailies and week- 
lies are foil. Surely, this is bad journalism. For one thing, 
it is bad beemise one does not know (frankly) what to 
this item? Is it a news item? A report? A feature story? A 
piece of gossip? For another, it is because it is untelp- 

fiii, aninfoim^ and uninfonning. What exactly is tiie item 
trying to tell the reader? What or focts is toe item con- 
veying? Undeniably, toe issue is an inqxirtant one, and the 
decision on part of tbe university may be somewhat con- 
troversial. 

However, why do we not have the con^lete stoiy here? 
Should not the item have included, like any good cove^e 
of any news item or feature story should, the univeisity’s 
explanation and rationale, the students’ opinions, and the 
reaction of tbe parents and relatives concerned? Third, it is 
bad in tbe sense the item is ultimately subversive, or 
is meant to be so. The last riietorical question (“Or, is there 
something else on the mind of tiie university?) intends to 
give tte impression that the umversity has adopt^ tbe 
decision for an evil purpose. There is a "conMiracy” 
somewhere, just as tii^ are conspiracies behindf every- 


thing thiat haf^iens in tbe >fidd!e East today. 

1 happen to be weil-acquainted with tiie rationale, 
debates and background of tte dedrion, and here is bifefiy 
what went on ^ the university’s min^ when it decided 
to recommend to gnalaate students not to bring their par- 
ents a^ relative wito them to the final thesis defence. 

The tiieris defimee is essei^ally (or is supposed to be) a 
serious academic event and not a social gathering. What 
h^pens on many of these occasims? Hie parents and rei- 
atives come to tbe discussion hall in euctly the same 
guise and manner they come to an enga^ment or wedding 
party. Most of them, who have obviously gtme through tbe 
trouble of visiting toe baiber or haiito^ser earlier that 
morning and put on their best suits (dress^ to kill, as it 
were), teing with them choedate, kenafa, soft difoks, bot- 
tles cd miiM fal water, n^ridns and Arabic coffee. More 
recently, many students, eager to immortalise the h^y 
moment, have dtber entrusted their dear relatives or hi^ 
professional photographers to take pictures and record toe 
event on tape. A coUe^ue of mme whispered to me at a 
defence 1 took part in a couple of years ago: "They have 
thought of eveiything except ^ foil buffet, tbe band, toe 
singer, and tbe belly-dancer.” 

This is ridiculous. We may understand our society’s urge 
to be creative in engagement and wedding pities, dnxNi^ 
tbe latest and most foshirmaUe in tbe world of rites, ritu- 
als, and other whimsical forms of entertainment 
Acrriemic events, however, can do without our society’s 
creative touches. Over the years, toe tbesis-^fe^ 
events, due to creative touches imported from some fia- 
temal Arab countries fomed for such things, have deterio- 
rated remarkably. We, of course, have added our own local 
touches. 

But the mattpr is mote than ridiculous or ludicrous. Two 
points, in particular, have bothered the university (and 
indeed most of those involved in toe event): first, the occa- 
sion is often unpleasmit and, even, psychologi^y detri- 
mental to tbe parents and relatives themselves. They come 
with the intention of eryoying tbe event and with either 
false or uninformed eiqiectaticms, and are ofien dis- 
qipointed. The thesis defence is consideted a serious 
exam at our universities. Tbe defence is not merely a for- 
mality (as in the case of some institutions abroad in which 
toe defence committee is the committee which has super- 
vised tbe thesis from its earliest stages), but an actual test 
The committee members are examineis who have loriced 
at die thesis for toe first time and come to quiz toe student 
about it. In theory, a student may foil — though in practice 


he ra re ly does. As many of oor students have not had a 
thorough t raining ui the axt of writing, as they lack access 
to rich research libraries, as many of them do not devote 
to tbe thesis the amount of time it requires and submit it 
hastily, and as the exam is vigorous and meticuloos, the 
experience is often \mpl^^*rant and even — to boto 
students and parents. 

In tbe event 1 referred to above, when one of out cd- 
i^a gnwe yrart ied his CEOSS exaimoation of tbe student, tbe 
student’s father commenced smoking one cigarette after 
Che otiier (after be bad signalled to tire video photogyagiir 
er to stop shooting), stood up angrily and left die room. 1 
have taken part in defence exams for the past twelve years, 
and in man y of them I have seen uarents andrelaiives suf- 
fer, and this is a serious matter. 

But tbe univerrity is also concerned about die feelings of 
the e xaminer s tfiemselves, tbe integrity of die eiqierieoce, 
and the quality of tbe thesis. Several people have 
expressed the oitoiion that as examioers, th^ often find 
themselves unalde to do their job properly. How can you 
discuss matters seriously, comfiKtably and objectify 
under the pressure of cameras, baklava boxes waiting to 
be opened and parents either eyeing yon angrily or look- 
ing somewhat disappointed or even entoanassed aod 
heart-broken? Tbe committee members are greatly inhib- 
ited. « 

We know of course t hat some of our students peiftsm 
well, that some of their parents understand and even 
appreciate wbac goes on. that not aD parents and rdatives 
bring kenafej and toat not many parents and relatives care 
to come anymore. We also uodnstand that many parents 
may feel it is their right to come, and that tbe university’s 
decision is contioversiaL 

What I have said, however, applies to tbe majority of 
cases, and 1 am of the opinion th^ as things stand, parents 
and relatives should be strongly discouraged from attend- 
ing — unless toey know exa^y what they may be getting 
into. Besides, at many uiuveisities 1 know, the defence is 
attended only by tbe concerned snident and the committee, 
and the defence is not publidsed. Furtbennore, if patents 
want to be happy, they can host a party for tbdr happy son 
Gc daughter a^r tbe event (at home or in a restaurant) and 
celebr^ the way they see fit They can even bring a belly 
dancer, if they want to. 

This is what the university has “oa hs mind” and notb- 
ing else. 


Baring a barefaced lie 
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By Godfrty Jansen 

TRAPPED BY the incoatro- - 
verdble fact of tbe coffins con- 
; raining' tbe cofpseS ' of 101 
^ Lebanese civilians: killed by 
Israel artOleiy. a fact broadcast 
for all toe worid to see by 
satellite television, Israel has 
faQen back on its traditional 
first line of defence — toe Big 
Lie ( as Hitler’s infonnatioo 
chief Dr. Goebbels said: ’If 
you want your lie to be 
believed tell a big lie”). A hoe 
of defence used by Israeli 
spokesmen before, during and 
^ter all of Israel's wars of 
aggiesrioD against toe Arabs. 

Thus, no less a person than 
Israeli Prinie bfinister Shimon 
Peres facing an international 


press conference could say: 
“We did not know” there were 
. civilians, in toe Cana . camp, 
because “the U.N. did not ieU 
1 ^” ■ • • ‘ 

' That is hot one but two 
barefaced lies. Because 49 
hours before toe shelling, a 
UJST. official had told toe 
Israelis that, in all, there were 
6,()(X) civilians taking refuge in 
UJSf. encampments in south 
Lebanon. This was admitted 
by Israel's artillery chief. 
Brigadier Daniel Hairi, who 
actually said, at die very time 
Peres was qiealdng, Isn^ had 
been told that there were 
5,000-9,000 civilians shelter- 
ing in U.N. bases in south 
Lebanon. 

Caught in this lie, Israel has 


switched to saying: *3ut they 
did not tell us bow many peo- 
ple were in each camp.” As if 
knowing tbe exact cumber of 
refugees would have prevented 
shelling fironftaldiilg plate.'* 

Peres ^ply ignored toe foot 
that witinn a minute of toe fost 
Israeli shells falling on Cana 
UNIFIL got in touch directiy 
with Israeli mflitary headquar- 
ters and demanded that die 
guanneis stop firing becaose 
toey were hitting the base shel- 
tering dviliao refugees. 

Yet it took the Israelis 10-11 
minutes thereafter to stop their 
shooting, during which time 
scores of people were being 
decapitated and dismembered 
by Israel’s ^proximity fuse” 
shells which burst overhead 


and cause more damage than 
impact shells. 

The Israelis have not yet 
cooked a story tOY^plain 
that crucial 10-11-%'m^uie 
deldy>But 

Peres also claims toat Israel 
launched its bombaitonent m 
intercept a HizboUah group 
that was shooting mortars at 
Israeli troops in tbe occupation 
zone, therefore Israel was act- 
ing in ”self-defence”. 

Tbe Israelis at first said tirete 
was no “drone”, or nmnanned 
spy aircraft, in tiie sky above 
Cana bat were forced to 
change their stoiy when a 
video showed a drone fl^ng 
above Cana. Then toe Israelis 
stud die “drone” could not 
“see" into the U.N. camp 


because of bad weather, but 
the same video shows not a 
clcHid in tbe sky. 

Tbe . .Israelis say that toe 
: observer “drooe” planes made 
‘ in Israel are among tile best in- 
die world: if tbe Israeli claim 
diat h. did not “see” into the 
UN. camp, the Cana “drone” 
was a bad advertisement for 
Israel’s military indnstries 
which account for abmit 40 per 
■ cent of Israel’s exports. 

The official uil. report on 
the massacre, wbicb tte UN. 
very bravely insisted on pnb- 
UsUng de^te very strong 
pressure Oom Israel and hs 
strategic ally the U.S.. was 
released because toe UN. did 
not aUow itself to be deterred 
or intimidated by Israel or the 


U.S. 

Fbr having been caught in 
the aa red-handed (red from 
the blood- of ioDocent victims 
^ — iuclpdiiig CW Lebanese- 
American citizens sheltering in 
the compound) it was anbe- 
coming, to say die least, for the 
guSliy to protest agamst tbe 
txvtfa being told. lW would 
have bees the height of aitor 
ganoe. 

One cannot but admire tiie 
courage of the Arab leaders 
who sit down to negotiate widi 
someone like Peres who can 
uuer ontrutiis without batting 
an eyelid. But then toe Israelis '^ 
are very experienced liacs. 


Who takes the blame for the Cana massacre? 


Michael Jansen 

THREE DAYS ago Uri Drond, cbe Istadi govemment qnkesman. reftned 
with fiction rather than contracBciing fact the allegation cootafaifidinapte- 
liminaiy report on tbe massacre of April 18 that Israel bad “deliberaidy 
tatgetecT a UJ4. beadquanos at tbe sOQib Ldaoeae village of Cana killing 
more than 100 Lebanese dvQians shdtering there. 

As tins report was due to be presented Monday to tbe Security Comidl, 
f t is necessary to examine DRnn's assertion against what (be Jordan Times 
has been able lo learn of the truth. 

Dromi sad dial Israel knew its fire had been lUrected “nev a U.N. bas^ 
but “wc were aimiog a couple of hundred metres aw^. precisely where 
Katy ushas and mortais were fired fiom just minutes before. Unfonunaiely 
two of tbe shells overshot and bit (be civilians.” He insistBd that Israel did 
not know civiHaDS were sheitering in the base. 

Dioo^relied on ficiioo in all Us assertion. Rist, Israel’s artillery batter- 
ies did t^ direa fire ‘’near'’ the base only, but also upon tbe base. Indeed, 
a leaked section of the still secret U.N. rqtoit on the Cana inddeni. com- 
piled by Ibe seoetay genoaTs mifitaiy adrisec, GeaefU Prank 
Kappen, said that (he Israeli fire bad been direaied precisely at die entrance 
of toe U canip, in order to ensure casualties among dvUians tbere, par^ 

ticolariy the 160K)dd who had run in great confusion buo the camp just 
before toe Israeli guns opened up. 

Israeli ginmas did not aim “a couple of temdied meoes away” from 
where HizboUah gumiiJas bad fired rockets and mortars “just a few arin- 
mes befor^; and two Israeli toells (Ed not oversboa the target There woe 
not two todk, but ai least 40 155mm Howitzer shells shot *teear toe base. 
And these did not overshoot because toe HizboUah firing poritioo 
was in a cemetery located a good 300 metres from the UJ^. base aid 
dirvetly the base. Thus, the Israeli gunnets todeisiioi ibeir taigeL 
And this a fiiU 18 annutes after Hizbcdlto launch^ its rockets 

and mortars. 

F inally , Israel was wen aware that dvitians were staying in toe HjiRO 
and Other UJ4. bases and potitimis in ibe UX.aiea ot operations. This is 
a traditiaiial practkse, wfaesever sbeUs begbi flyiiig in soutoent Lebanon; a 
hi^rfanfcing U.N. offidal bad toU Israd two days before the Cana mas- 
sacre (bat at least 5,000 dvUians had sought refi^ with tbe U.N. (The 
Irish ffwitingfeitt alone, at toe exposed fcntie oftfaellJ^. area, had UOOO 
u nftiT its care, including tbe children of the Tlbnin tKitoanage). 

Ifaroughncn the week of the war |Mlotlere laraeli surveilhnee 
“drooes" were cmuinuously overflying tbe Ui<l. zone, piovU^ aerial for- 
ward spooii^ for Israeli gurmcis. Acertain nuntoer, perhaps tbe majority, 
of t h e se piani^ are suj^ied wito television equi|mieiit wfairii provided 
Israeli commanders vrito "real-time” infonnatioo on wbai is b^qtening on 
the ground. 

Auitateiiative sources, spealang on condition of anooimiity, revealed to 
Tbe Jordan Times whai happened at Cana on that dreadful day. 

It was a “Donuai day" of lieavy shdling”: plcitiess Israeli surveillance 
"drones” circled overhead. U.N. peacekeepers in forward posts kept to 
their sandbagged bunkers save for the Hjians. whose sector is located 
north of (he Nepalese sector, wbidi abuts cm Israel's occupaiioa aoue. At 
Doon tbe Fijiaos had 600-700 civilians shehering in ibe beadquartos. a 
large ttiUiop compound occupied by the UJ^. face since is creation in 
1978. 


At 13.55 ffizboOafa guerrillas finsd two Katyusha rodso and dghi mor- 
tal fiom tbe cemetery tSrectiy behind toe U Jf. base. 

At 14.13 an Israeli batteiy of American-manufactured setf-pcopelled 
artillery opened fire on Cana with two types of shells. Six hi gh explosive 
infract toells b^an to fall witbin tbe Etjtm oompound, bittiog the prefto- 
ricaied couference ball where many of tbe civiliane were sheltering. 

“InstanUy” tiK HjiaDS iqMiied toey were bong shelled and qtpealed for 
a hah and Their call was broadcast over tbe Ui4. comnamica- 

tions network linkiag aS the oontiageats with each other and fbree bead- 
quarten at. Nakouca. 

At 14.14-15 as Nakonn uie Isiadi liaison oCBcer to demand 

and end to die attack the gutmers sinfted (0 a second type of sbell. t high- 
explosive “piDxiiaity shell" which bursts over toe target some seven 
metres off the ground, icftictii^ any utati oo and decapitaika wounds on 
victinB. Also, at least 28 additional sbelb fell around the perimeire of the 
base, tiaovring 19 the earth and die v^etriion. None of tbese 

sfaells struck toe rmls from wiadi IfitooUab gnwrfiiaa launghB^t tMr 
Katyushas in tbe cemetery. 

At 14^23-25 Oxtid tj^) toe sbeDiiig ceased, (laael daims it ended at 
14 JO but the (J>f. rejects tfais dmtng^ 

At 14 J5-40 Israel called a ball to all its bombardments of and sdr raids 
against toe UJf. zone of ojaatiats so diai a rescue ndssirai could be 
mourned and toe fire ignited by toe sheUing of the conference ball be put 
OUL 

At 14.45 Cormnaadant Billy Ranringtaa of tbe feisb omiiDgent told this 
cartespOKkm by phrme from Bcinn what had happen ed. And at 14.47 tbe 
spokesman of the United Nations bterim Force, Timor GokseL iqki the 
Jordan Times, agrin by phooe, diat there bad been “fiighierting casualties.” 
At least 101 but perii^ 105 and, maybe, 120 dead and many wounded. 

Israel's first cxplanadoo was that toe mortars fired by tfaivtnah had 
endangered an Israeli patrol op e ra ti ng covcitiy in toe neighbourhood and 
that tbe barrage was "rapid rescue fire.” Then the Israelis tried to say that 
Ibeir gunners had hurried their ieq>0Dse to the HizboUah attack and mis- 
cakulaud, blaming "taunaQ eaoT for toe ddnde. But the ftet that tbe 
Israeli barrage began IS minutes after tbe Katyushas were fired ted went 
on fix 10-12 ntinutes disproves tbese fitisificadoas of the truth. 

. Defence analysis blame israd 's overdqMDdenoe on Itigb-iecb weapons 
which cannot be relied on absohndy. If (bis was toe case, the f'ano mas - 
sacre was tnevinble due to toe high possiteliiy of a technical "glitch”. 

Some mer&amen mid Israelis tried to justity tbe barrage by dainiing that 
(he Hizbttilab wbo actually fired tbe Katyutiias pFonqrtly uxto refuge in ibe 
U.N. base. The Jotdan Times' aubmiiaiive souice denies dti$ aii<garign 
and tbe still secret repixt says mtiy (hat IfizboUab fighters wbo bad bero 
firir^ at Israel from near tbe camp bad been running in and out of its 
"boundary", i.e. the peritaetre cf the bases. But they did not enter toe oxn- 
pound iisdf, toe Jordan Times' source bisisied. Instead, be said, three 
knOfWD members of Hizbollah— not guerrillas (derating iu the area — tod 
enter the conqxnnid after tbe shelling began in reardi of their fandlies. He 
bdieved the toree.were killed. 

Tbe Jordan Tines was toid toat toe decision to fire was not taken by tiie 
men nam i ng Israel's guns but by tbe officers who provided the baiiery 
vnto toe "coonSnates” to fix toe taigcL And toe UJ4. rqxct would seem to 
blame boaeli commaodcre for the dedsiou to fix toe Cana base as this tar- 
get. 


Blanm can be qipcnioiMd on two counts: above ail, for tat y rin g abme 
which Israeli commanders knew was packed wito left^ees, and for 
shdling Ibe base mtbout first wa n in g tbe Rjians toat tins would bappen 
according to tbe well-established "check system” goveoting such 
In die event Israel fek obliged to return fire directed at an Israeli tacgei 
from mdtin a UJi. base or postion, Israd was oUigaied 10 • Vkwi Mg 
cbeckf wito UJ4. troops at fl>e post ID be targeted. Aceottongtoall-W-iwa, 
itary source, on this occasion Israel tod not avail itself of tins system. 
"There was no donUe dKdc." be stated, before the rounds were loosed oCT 

to such devastating efllecL 

Why then tod a rr mrimA^ _ or several — 4^4^- to target r^»9 
RasuaaesL After a week of their "Grapes of Wratii” efiensive, to r 
Israeli generals were no nearer tbeir goal of bringing an end to «(***>**•»» 
attacks agdnst the occuparkm zone tiiaB they were befoK lanndifa^ toe 
(Xteration. Funbennore, in spite of the punishment Israd bad j<»«t«*4 on 
Lebanon. Beirut was no moreteady to disarm and dishaMi 
to curb its operations, b efore the operation. 

Tbe Israelis believed tbdr own ixopagaiida. At every possible naMnem^ 

IsraeU poUlied and mtotaiy spokssinte idienied tire daim that IfidtoUah 

was using UJ4. bases as "dtidds” bdtind wtaidi to tdre «l w! wr atoile 
launching rockets « IsraeL This claim was in fact false, as a repen com- 
piled by Jhe bnrelis tbetnsdves danoostided. AccenSng 10 tttis iqian, 
Israel said Hizbollah had fired 300 rockets from the UJ4. hnffrr 
between April 1 1-18. Ifae day "Grapes QfWtatii” was lawnriud and itw^fay 
of the massacre. But the iqxxt went on to (bat only 19 cf tfiese 
Katyushas were fired fiom a SOO-obdc viciiii^ of one U J4. podrion tx 
another. When toe Jmdan Tunes put these figure to UNIFIL 
lliDor Goksd, he said: “N’oetten is not a latge noBtoet Tbat’s a good 
recotd.” He also said tiiat it was virtually itqtosdble for UH. troops to pte- 
vent SzboUah fiom fitiiig rockets fiom the ridtdty of ttirfr posts h***— « — 
many of tbese posts were on hilltops and the n ^ ywri iig th*wi ooidd 

not see what was hai^teniqg below tiiem in toe fitids the wadis or behind 

hillocks. 







saiK« drones, titoy saw titai Hizbollah bad indeed fired fitom a oenKny 

some 300 metres fiom toe Cana camp. So, believing their own false pro- 
paganda, tbe commander or decided to ladi out re te UJi. 

for this tncideiiL 

Tbere are two other less atractive explaanoos. Btfaer toe T« frrti 
ommiaod decided to pnitito L^nnese civilian, wbiefa, Israel wywrd 
sheltering Iflzhtolab people ty largeting C8oa,'or commudos to 

exactbloodvengeaDGCfcxtbe59dviliansIdiledmreccabaitoii|gsctf- 
ried out in Tel Aviv and Jerusstiem by Hamas and Islasuc Bhad. groin die 

Israeli miliiary rod piddle believe — falsely — have close ties withU^ 
Ubanere Shute HizboUah. in fact, HizboUah coudeiined the bus bcai6-* 
togs. Hizbollah citf m$ it is flgblii^ a war of liberation *grin€t tfw ' ineli 
army in the occupteon zone and that HizboUah gueailim mget drillaa 
areas only in leialiatkKi fix Israeli miacks on Lebanese toviliaas. A d«gm 

substantiated by facts not propagantostic (SsionioiL 

Fnisintioa among Isiaei's commanden produced for tbdr opo^ 

ationbecauteihdrpoUticalleadersItip, until toencaaiedaw^widiemln- 

siasm for "Grapes Wrath”, was compelled to sbMl n down sAff the Cat 

massacre and sue for a ceasefire before tite Israel army bad adiieved even 
one of its objeaives. 
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The art of communication speaks worlds of diversity 


It was leaked, at a dinner hosted by Prime Minister Abdul 
garim Kabariti for Egyptian Prime Minister Kamal 
Janafwi Tuesday ex’ening, that former Minister of Culture 
and House Deputy Samir Habashneh has decided to a^n- 
don his life ofunilingualism and is heading for the U.K. for 
a six-week course in English. Friends have suggested that 
upon his return he may seek out the top post at the Jordan 
ftmes \ — a position whose occupant is cjqrected to master 
the language as Mr. Habashneh hope. What this contimiing 
educadon pursuit will mean for the deputy*s future peuiia- 
mentary career will remain to be seen, that is provided he 
does choose to run for office again and represent his Karak 
constituency or become a bilingual minister of culture next 
time. 

EIGHT MAN FOR RIGHTS JOB: Already prolific in 
English, columnist Waleed Sadi has a new notch oa his pro- 
fessional belt. He was elected by the UJJ. Economic and 
Social Council to the U.N. Committee on Economic, Social 
and Cultural rights for a four-year term. Candidates for 
membership to this committee must be sponsored by your 
govemmetiial and non-govemmental grotqrs and have a 
significant history of work involving the promotion and pro- 
tection of human rights. Although lobbying for a seat on the 
corrumttee is said to be a matter of course. Dr. Sadi, who 
writes a weekly column fi>r the Jordan Times, had no real 
d^culxy fidfillmg the elation requirements as he armplet- 
ed a second four-year term as a member ^of the U.N. 's 
Geneva-based Human Rights Committee on Civil and 


Political Rights in 1995. With his new election, his woric 
will involve human rights promotion in a dffferera context; 
specifically monitoring the application of the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultund Rights. His 
involvement in U.N. human rights activities dates back to 
1975 when he served as Jordan ’s representative on the U.N. 
Conanission on Human Rights. Dr. Sadi was elected com- 
mission chairman for the 1980-81 term. Since then he has 
served as a number and as vice-chairman of the U.N. Sub- 
Commission on the Prevention of Discrimination and 
Protection of Minorities as well as a member of the U.N. 
Fund for Victims cf Torture for eight years. Dr. Sadi, a doc- 
tor cf jurisprudence from Utuversity of Chicago, served- 
also Jordan's Ambassador to Geneva 1975 to 1^0 
and to Ankara (where hemet Aif wife Aisha)from 1982 to ^ 
1986. Once e^tor-in-chief of the Jordan Tunes, Dr. Sadi 
may just be the one Mr. Habashneh should consult on his 
return from brushing up on the "queen !r English. ** 

GOING BY THE BOOK: Just arrived in Jordan to attend 
die plenary session cf the Regional Economic Development 
Wyrking Group of the Mulxibueral peace talks, is Director 
of die Mediterranean and Middle East Division at the 
European Commission Eherhard Rhein. The active and 
outspoken Dr. Rhein has been consi dered a loi^-time friend 
cf Jordan and is making die moss of his current visit in get- 
ting together with his Jordanian contacts and associates. 
Coinciding with Dr. Rhein's visit is the anniversary of 


Europe Day, and Head of the Delegation cfthe European 
Commission in Jordan Thfes Cazu> and his wife Nicola will 
tonight host a reception for the' diplomatic corps, officials, 
and other "friends of Europe " at Philadelphia Hotel For 
Dr. Rhein the event may be the last cfsuch receptions in the 
region in his capacity as a Brussels-based division director 
at the EC as he is said to be endbtg his tmure there. But 
friends and associates here expect no break in relations 
with the man they describe as a non-mincer of words. 


IN SEARCH OF HAJtMONY: Another highly important 
group is in Jordan. Representatives of the nugor donor and 
host governments of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) are meeting here to discuss the prospect 
of "harmoniring"die agency*s activities and the host 
nations' activities in view of changes in the region and the 
nagging budget deficit problem of the agency. This will be 
the second vist of new UNRWA Conunissioner General 
Peter Hansen to Jordan. Mr. Hansen, who took over the 
reigns of the reliff agency firm liter Turkmen early this 
year, was here in March to speak to the UNRWA stiff and 
look boo their demands for salary hikes. Although the 
agency, whidt provides educational health and social ser- 
vices to Paletiinian refugees in five host countries including 
Jordan, has been battling increasing budget woes for sever- 
ai years, Mr. Hansenhosted a reception at the Philadelphia 
Hotel for participants to the meeting, and senior UNRWA 
and Jordanian officials Wednesday evening, as is custom- 


ary. Perhaps the more social side of the gathering of the 
donor and host governments will kelp to alleviate tensions 
and better yet, loosen some purse-strings. 


BRIDGING WQRIDS: During Eid Al Adha Jordan was 
visited by a television team from Chile ’s Channel 13 head- 
ed by Mario Kreuttberger, better known to his millions of 
viewers in South, Latin and North America, as well as 
Europe, as "Don Francisco. ’’ Krvutzberger has. for the 
past 30 years, been producer and presenter of “Sabados 
Gigaraes" (giant Saturdays), a four-hour weekly entertain- 
ment show popular in the Hispanophone countries. With a 
72-hour programme to fill. Mr. Kreunberger, now based in 
the U.S. state of Florida, explained that the show includes 
entertainment of all sorts, a talk show section and serveral 
speical interest topics presented in three-five-minute docu- 
mentaries, which is what brought him and his team to 
Jordan. Hosted by Chilean Andfossador to Jordan Jorge 
Iglesias at a welcoming dirmer, Mr. Kreutzbergec whose 
parents were concentration camp victims of Nazi Germany, 
said coming to Jordan was a eye-opener and he was very 
touched by the hospitality of everyone he and his crew met 
during dieir mission here. Meanwhile since accessing the 
satellite station on which Mr. Kreutzberger's progranune 
appears is highly unlikely here in Jordan at present, we will 
just have to wait for whate\’er reviews we receive from 
across the Atlantic. 

Jennifer Hamameh 
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Japanese women 
no longer silent 
on harassment 


By Linda Si^ 

Reuter 

TOKYO (R) — Once conditiooed to suffer in silence, 
more Japanese women are refusing nowadays to endure 
meekly dte sexual harassment that has long tx^ a feature 
of the wodq)lace here. 

*The attitude of companies has changed a bit but not all 
that much," feminist lawyer Mmiho Fukusbima told 
Reuters. "But the attitude of women has changed a lot, 
conq)ared to 10 years ago when we couldn't even conceive 
of a court case (in Japan)." 

A major sexual harassment case against Mitsubishi 
Obrp's'US. Unit has recently reminded J^»nese 
firms of the costly legal dangers, iuik^ abroad. 

Few, however, expect d:ie U.& suit to serve as a serious 
wake-up call to corptxadons back home, where employ- 
ixent practices bar many women from management 
relegate others to the role of decorative and subservient 
‘‘office flowers". 

Groping, sexual banter and queries about underwear are 
soil standard ^ue in many Japanese offices. 

"Companies that have advanced into the United States 
have adopted policies of being careful overseas,” said 
Masaomi Kaneko, a Tokyo city official who until recently 
ran a labour hot line offering advice on sexual haiassmeoL 

"But there has been little change in corporate manage- 
ment’s view of the problem,” Kaneko said. 'This is not an 
environment in which roanagensent dunks seriously about 
sexual barassmenL” 

In April, the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission (EEOC) filed a suit in a district court to halt 
alleged sexual harassment of women at Mitsubishi Moux* 
Manufacturing of America Inc’s (MMMA) factory in 
NtKmal, Illinois. 

The suit also seeks back pay with interest and benefits as 
well as conq>en5atory and punitive damages that could 
reach $300, OCX) each for as many as 700 female employees 
at die plant 

Japanese firms over the last half-decade or so have 
grown mcxe aware of the potential problems of sexual 
criminatioD, including s^oial harassment, in the United 
States, where last year a total of 15,549 sexual harassment 
complaints were filed with the ETOC — 10 per cent of 
them by men. 

"Many companies who went abroad consulted ns about 
y.ni .11 rfigrriminari on including sexual harassment and we 
advised them as part of onr risk management services." 
said a spokesman for Kyoei Mutual Tnre and Marine 
Insurance, which in 1991 produced a video showing firms 
what behaviour was unacceptable overseas. 

Changes have also come on the domestic scene*. 

Japan's first sexual harassment case in 1989 sparked 
debate added a new phrase — "seku bara”— to 
describe such acts. 

in a high-profile ruling in April 1992, a district court in 
Fbkuoka, Kyushu, ordered a publishing company and one 
of its editors to pay a woman it had employed 1 million 
Yen ($15,7(X)) in damages for spreading rumours that she 
was promiscuous and an alcoholic. 

Later that year, Kiyomi Kikuchi became the first 
J^ianese woman to go public with her name in a sexual 
harassment suit when she sought 5.85 millioo Yen 
($55,700) in damages from her employer, a consumer cr^- 
it company, because of >^iat she said were persistent, unin- 
vited sexual advances by her boss. A ruling has yet to be 
handed down. 

No other plaintiffs have gone public, but at least thi^ 
women are ctnnding finn by staying at their jobs while 
fighting court battles, Fukushima saidL 

Ctxnpanies, feanng the barm to th^ image and sales 
more the tiny dent which small punitive damage 
awards would make in earnings, are seeldng advice on 
what actions constitute sexual harassment in domestic 
offices^ factories and shops. 

Still, Japan’s allergy to litigation, the desire to avoid pub- 
lic embarrassment, and the absence of a specific law ban- 
ning sexual har assment keeps many cases out of court 
Probably fewer than 10 suits are bfou^t each year, 
lawyers said. 

“Women's attimdes have changed and they no longer 
think it is tiieir fault, but when it comes to d e c id ing wbat 
action to take, they still feel worried and embarras^ and 
many stay silent,” said law 7 er Etsuko Fujimoto. Mmiy face 
pressure from ianuly and friends not to act, she added. 


Postman delivers, but who’s reading the mail? 


By Jodi MaghaJdan 
The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Hollywood's 
nasty little secret has ootiiiog to do with sex 
scandals or drug overdoses. It entails tho^ 
lovely, heartfelt odes to the stars — fan mail 
— who responds to them. 

Siii 4 )ly put: It’s usually not the celebrities. 

Butf^ sb(Mild not dMpair. Most celetni- 
ties have people who w(xk for tiiem, talk for 
tiiem, shop fw them and, of course, corre- 
spond for them. 

"Most actors wake up at 5, start their day 
at 7 tuid get home at 8 or 9," said Jack 
Tamlfin, owner of Studio Fan Mail-Tamkiii 
Colour of Los Angeles, who answers all his 
diems’ letters with a band-addressed, 
colour photo. 

"You would think it was only housewives 


and teenagers, and maybe it was at one 
time, but we receive le^rs from many pro- 
fessionals — doctors, dentists," said Noreen 
Jenny, co-owner of Celebrity Research 
Network in West Hills. "Some want to buy 
property next to their celebri^. Some want 
to loan celdnities money." 

"We have handled Henry 'Tinkler since he 
r-amft to town. During his l^day, when he 
was the Fonz, he would receive about 
63,000 letters a month,” Me Tamkin said. 
His company also handles stars from 
Friends, Party Of Hve and Home 
Improvement 

Some letters are so poi^ant they do ^et 
pass^ on to the cddmty, said publicist 
Susan J. Kagan of Rogers and Cowen in 
Los Angeles. 

And every once in a while, a message is 
too alarmin g to igncxe, and the publicists 


will alert police. 

But most fans just want a photo or an 
autograph. 

"The fan clubs fulfill that a lot better, 
Aere isn't the expectation that the 
celebrity will be in persond .touch. Yet they 
are connecting with someone who under- 
stairds how they feel and are keeping up 
with the star’s career" said Lin^ Kay. 
president of the Nation^ Association of Fan 
Gubs in Burbank, California. 

For computer-sawy fans, there’s an even 
better route emerpng for communicating 
with their favourite celebrity: Computer 
"chat tomns" where fms can ask unusuaL 
mrimate questions directly to stars who are 
online, responding in ^dr own words. 

"Goldie Hawn is as bubbly online as she 
is on the screen," said America Online 
spokeswoman Judy Ibshbook of a recent 


celebrity choL "People asked what kind of 
computer she had, where she got her name.** 

Someone asked if she would let Brian 
“Kato" Kaelin. o.J. Simpson’s infamous 
house guest, stay in her house. Ms. 
Tasbbook said. 

“No, and I would not take him to Burger 
King,” Hawn answered. 

Some celebrities like Woody Allen pnsfer 
chat rooms because they can interact with 
fans without being mobbed. Tashbook said. 

But beloved TV mom June Lockhart likes 
her letters. 

‘T like to read it all.” said Lockhart, who 
receives letters from fans who go back 50 
years. "I find that, even in person, people 
are so cordial. They like to establish a 
bond." 


‘Vowed virgins^ of Albania live on blood-feud region 


By Steve Pagani 
Reuter 

BAJZA, Albania — Deep in die barren mountain region of 
Dortbeni Albania, a group of women cling to an ancient tra- 
dition as old as tbe blood feuds that have returned to haunt 
this tiny comer of tbe BaUcans. 

Searing poverty, war and bloody vendettas vdpmg out tbe 
maig ling of a family in feud meant women — sometimes 
girls — took control of tte household. 

It is a custom rooted in legend tiiat many even in Albania 
believed had died out with the feudal system Communist 
leaders tried to eradicate during 45 years in power. 

But the women live on. They are known as the "vowed 
viigins’ of Albania. 

^en a giri adopts tbe mantle of "paterfamilias”, sbe cuts 
her hair short, dresses as a boy and takes on a man's job. 
which can mean back-breaking work toiling in the fields. 

With a fervour similar to that of an mder of Roman 
Catholic nuns, the "virgins" stick to the unwritten rule 
which requires them never to many or have childreiL 

What surprises the outside is that the men and village 
elders in this staunchly chauvinistic society accord the "v^- 
gins” all the rights and privileges of fellow males. 

No bar falls silent when one of the women walks in for a 
glai Wf of throat-scorcUng raid (local brandy). They negotiate 
deals on behalf the fmnily and are consulted on village 
affairs. 

Lula Ivanaj is one such woman. At the age of 15, her des- 
tiny was laid before her. Sbe willingly accepted her wid- 
owed mother's plea to bead the family of 10 daughters and 
one SOD. The boy was considered too weak to tike on the 
job. 

T am never regarded as a woman but as a man." said 
T Ilia 41, sitting in die one-room home of her elder sister in 
the rural town of Bajza. 140 Idlometres north of Thana. 

"Usually if the men have been killed either through war or 
blood feuds, then a woman has tbe power to take over tiie 
de fence of tbe family. But it was more often because of 
blood feuds," said tbe chain-smokiDg Lula, surrounded by 
famil y members assenti>led to mark a Roman Catholic feast 
day. 

Family vendettas have made a comeback since the 
rnmmiiniRt dicuitorship collapsed ia 1990, and tbe Bajza 
area is serious blood-feuding country. 

Lula's sister, Marije, herself a mother of U children, and 
other female family members, wear long 6axk dresses, black 
scarves or white headwraps characteristic of the region. 
Lula wears a sweatshirt and trousers. 

"I've never worn a dress or scarf. At weddings and on spe- 
cial occasions. 1 put on a suit shirt and tie,” Lula said with 
a loud lau^ shaking her crop of short, wavy hair. 

After years in male company, Lula sits and gesticulates as 
a man, while her sisters di^lay rural hospitality, offering 
olives, motion and bread. Outside, pigs and chickens 
scratch the earth around fig and plum trees. 

Does Lula talk to her sisters as would a woman? 

"No, I never discuss women’s affairs. Nor do they expect 
me to,” sbe answered. . 

Marije shook her head in agreement — confusingly, 
Albanians nod their head for “no” and shake it for "yes”. 

"We don't talk about women’s subjects. I regard Lula as 
my brother," said Marije, who had never seen her husband 
until her wedding day. 

Matchmakers had sought Lula as a wife for suitors when 
she was young. 

‘T used to nm away from the house and bide whenever I 
saw them coming,” she said. 

She was originslly known as “Lule" but changed her 
namft (0 the more jmascuUne form of "Lula”. 


Aldioagb Lula knows how to cook and sew, she has spent 
m(»t of her working life driving a tractor. She is now an 
experieoced welder — ■ a job unthinkable for a “non-viigin” 
in tbe region — ' and hires out welding equiiunent to supple- 
'ment a meagre income. 

Lula’s forebears migrated to ibe plains just a few kilome- 
tres south of the Albanian highlands to escape the harsh 
mountain life aimna a century ago when Albania was ruled 
by tbe Ocomac l^pire. 

Feasants near the town of Bajza tuming tbe soU with hoe 
and spade for tlus year's crop ctf potatoes and livestock fod- 
der acknowledge tbe existence of the "virgins" with a smile. 

T^y all loKw I^cxe. who lived nearby in Suk-Dajc, and 
was taught ro be the oldest “Viigin” when sbe died last 
year at tbe age of 86. 

A middle-aged woman called Pashke was also known to 
be living in the area, close to the Mediterranean coast and a 
short distance from the border with MoDtenegro. 

Some villagers indicated a pc^t beyond die range of ^y 
mountains li^wD as the Abwnian Alps wbeie the UaditiOD 
of 'Vowed viigins” was believed to have originated 

Hie narrow, pot-holed a^ihalt road ends ISO kilometres 
north of die bulling coital. Tirana, a jolting journey taking 
four-and-a-faalf bouis. 

The trek follows a narrow din trade dinging to tbe side of 
a dizzyingiy steep mountain. Tbe bairfw bends, absence of 
safety barrins and the {xoximity of to sharp drop can 


concentrate ibe mind of even the most experienced driver. 

The white-knuckle descent to Tamare. tbe main village in 
tbe craggy range, can take an hour and a half. 

Many of tbe inbabitants of the valley, cut through by a 
crystal clear river, travel over tbe mountain standing packed 
together on pick^ tracks. 

They talk of a place called Kelmendi. a community acces- 
sible fiom Tamare only by donkey or four-wheel drive vehi- 
cle, as tbe birtbpla^ of the "warrior virgin” Nora — a leg- 
endary heroine who for a time fought b^k the Turks in tbe 
17tb century. 

Folklore has it that a conquering Oooman pasha wanted 
Nora of Kelmendi for his wife. Instead, she sufebed him to 
death. Oed into tbe hills and. like a latter-day Boudicea, led 
local resistance against tbe occupying Turks. 

Sbe was eventu^ly caught, but tbe Turks, acknowledging 
her status, accorded her tbe “privilege* of being executed as 
a man. 

People in tiie area were known to many comparatively 
late — 30 for men. 25 for women — to enable them to ded- 
icate themselves to defending their territory. Girls cut their 
hair short and dressed like the boys. 

Lula recalls the story of Nora of Kelmendi and is proud 
her family came from tbe nearby village of Shkreli. Tbe tra- 
dition at least will live on with her. 

"1 started my career as a boy and my life will end as a 
man," sbe sai(L 



■ -nia lyaiug, ODC of Albania’s vowed virgins smokes a cigarette while poshing forward a table with beer bottles for 
guests in her sister’s boose in Bajza* 140 kDoraetres frw file Caph^ Her sister Marije w^rs traditional dress 
while Lnla who pledges to live her life as a man wears sweatshirt and trousers. Pictnre taken on April 24,1996 
Reuter photo) 
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Creating Needs 


By Jean-Ciaude Elias 


ir MAUKLTIN'G is CRMiing; needs, then marketing 
[visi»iial eomputers should be the easiest job in the v.orId. 
Iiultvil. nu»st PC' products, whether software or hardware, 
jic juioinuiically gciieruiiiig the need for other new prod- 
ucts. Inmically. lhi\ doesn't even seem to be premeditated 
b\ maiml'iiciurers nor vendors. They are just reaping the 
ICMllls. 

A simple evainple: The su'mge und display of quality 
plioioer.iplis. Displaying high resolution colour pho< 
h.igtaplis on \our eompuier's screen cun be a real iriid for 
soui eyes. Ilie siutqsiiess usually e.xcecds that of even the 
ivsi set. llitwever. it takes a high-end msmitor to let 
you lulls enjoy such a display. Forget about your standard 
!4". JD" ’.■>«!. regular screen. It won't do. Ideally you 
luuild aoiiiire a 17". JD super high-resolution thing. 

Once you buy such a sol. and therefore abandon the idea 
• •I that iong-planncii cMended weekend in Aqaba, you dis- 
..o\ei ili.ii ciicli sii.MX^I photograph ueeupies huge space on 
ihe hard disk, the main storage urva in your PC. The ne.xi 
•.i.-p you taU‘ is to s|n>p for a ICiB or 2GB hard disk (1GB 
~ I billion characiersi. But i>f course, the machine you 
ts>iiglu (uo years ago i> now showing its age and W'on'c 
pio|vily handle a JD K(Hl disk.^e salc.sman finds 
It a piece o| cake convincing you to buy a new Pentium 
iiioiliet iMiard i JD .>lMh in addition to the new disk. .At this 
stage yon also cancel your tiighi reservation for the next 
suiuiuer vacation in Greece. 

< like yim have insi.illevl the Pentitim, the huge hard disk 
.ind (he beaiKil'iil 1 7 ' screen, you'll probably crave uficra 
f;Ls( CD-Ri>M diivc. After ail. the best photograph collec* 
lioiiv are now :i\ jilalile v>n CD-ROMs. This time it won't 
fv loo painful. k.inisideniig (ful a decent four-speed drive 
can Iv found in Jotdan for about JD 100. Being a reason- 
able pv'isKM ,ind sliowing heroic stoicism, you turn down 
the iiica ol a magnificeni c\)ii)ur scanner (JD 1.000) that 
\\i>uld let ytni enter additional pictures in the computer. 

You s|K‘nd a few days enjvning the whole system, until 


chip ^Ut 


you Icam in a specialised magazine thax many users have 
found that a single CD-ROM drive in a PC is not enough. 
Indeed, with the vast collection of CD-ROM titles on the 
market, having Just one drive means you’ll constantly 
keep changing the disc inside the unique uniL Quite 
tedious if you happen to have ten or more titles. 

This is w'here the new CD-ROM towers come. As the 
name suggests, these new towers consist of a stack of sev- 
eral CD-ROM drives (4 to 25 for the time being) that one 
can connect to a computer. This allows several CD dtles 
to be simultaneously and instantly available. Remember 
the juke bo.x? This rime you make an official and a dra- 
matic announcement to your family. “No holidays abroad 
until the year 2000... at least.'* You've got to get one of 
these new babies. 

The .some .story can be told with diCferent starting points 
but with the same ending: Needs that create needs. New 
software require more storage capacity. Larger storage 
requires faster machines. Faster machines perform well 
only with new sofewure. And so forth. 

I'm exaggerating? Not a bit. Ask any PC user crying des- 
perately to keep up with new products and releases. It's a 
never ending maelstrom. On the other hand who's com- 
plaining? For a PC addict, a good, high performance com- 
puter is more enjoyable than vacationing in Malibu 
Beach. The only real victim may be the addict's family. 


JTV CHANNEL TWO WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, May 9, 1996 


Ala EJin 

The New .' ShH>!:e^ 

NBA 
Pirates 
New.s Flash 

French Programme — Lc Chat Perche 
Varieties — Lc Monde Esi A Vous 
Lc Journal 

Mag:i/ine — Aivhimede 
News Heudliiics 
Corvil And Coiiipuity 
Turuiuru 
Siurirok 

News In English 

Fe.iture Film — Tlie Dinner Takes It Al 
Slurring: Keimv Rogers 
Mjtkvk 


Friday, May 10, 1996 


Iris — The Happy Pn.*fessor 
IVhhies And Bam Bam Show 
Bush School 
See How They Grow 
Gillette World Sport Special 
Give Us .A Clue 
News Fl.ish 

French Prvvgramme — Le Chat Perehe 
Telelllm — Le Nid Tombe De L'Oiseau 
Le Journal 

Magarine — Alio La Terre 
News Headlines 
The CnH«J Life 
N.isiy Bovs 
It H.iil To Be 'toil 

She’’. ( Htt 
New % In English 

I'la-sic M»)vie ; Seven Brides For Seven 
Brothers 

Suirnne: Jane Powell JiL Howard Keel 
I 'ti.i I'esij Per L'Europa 


Saturday, May 11, 1996 


MiK.miin 
Pumpkin Patch 
Blue Heelers 
Oig Brother Jake 
Flash News 

Hreiieh Programme — Ordy 
Spcciuele — Rwk Legends 
Sene — Les Plus Petits Que Soi 
Serie — Chateau V'allon 
Le Jotiinul 

Mae.i/ine — Faut P.(s Rever 
Major Dad 

Discover The Continent 
Mnu-Serics 

Wot Id Net 
Piism 

News In English 
The Bold and the Beautiful 
Feature — \\ hltc Palace 
St.vtssng. Nus.m S.travlnan & James Spader 


Sunday, May 12, 1996 


The FinLsiones 
Bush School 
Mac Muihcy 
Italian Sweer 
Flash .New.s 

French Programme — Ordy 
Children's Programme — Plnete Clowns 
Scric — • Les Plus Petits Que Soi 
Magazine — Envoye Special 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Sports Et Musique 
Cinema. Cinema. Cinema 
The AmcrictUi Chan Show 
Tlie Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air 


Biacke's Majic 

News In English 

The Bold & The Beautiful 

Counterstrike 


Monday, May 13, 1996 


Bonkers 
Richie Rich 
Playabout 

Anim als of the Mediterranean 
Bustin Loose 
News Flash 

Children's Programme — Ordy 
Family Programme — L'Ecole Des Fans 
Magazine — Thalassa 
Le Journal 

Magazine ^ Cinq Sur Cinq 
The Nanny 
Rhythms That Peak 
Milner-Fenwick 
Rock Aroundy The World 
100 Years Of Capitalism In Korea 
News In English 
The Bold and the Beautiful 
P.S. I Love U 
Taurus Risking 


Tuesday, May 14, 1996 


3:00 

Iris 

3:20 

Captain Planet 

3:45 

Scientific eye 

4:10 

The Bob Morrison Show 

4:35 

ALF 

5:00 

News Ra.sh 

5:01 

Children's Programme — Ordy 

5:15 

Document — La Vie Devant Moi 

5:30 

Magazine — Moniagnt 

6:00 

Magazine — Savoir Plus Sante 

7:00 

Le Journal 

7:15 

Magazine 

Ushuaia 

7:35 

Encounter 

Producer Rami Khori 
Guest: Dr. Noeleen Heyser 

SKX) 

Home Improvement 

8:25 

Life in the Freezer 

9:10 

Star Trek 

10:00 

News In English 

10:25 

The Bold and the Beautiful 

11:10 

Sister Sister 

Starring: Eric Sioltz & Jennifer Jason 


Wednesday, May 15, 1996 


The Finistones 
Dinosaurs 
The New 3 Stooges 
Bill Nye — the Science Guy 
Alex Mac 
News Flash 

Children's Programme — Le Chat Perche 
Film — L'instit 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Sports Et Musique 
Evening Shade 
World Net 

The Essential History 
Hunter 

News In English 
The Bold and the Beautiful 
Airwolf 

Are you being served 
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A chronide^revents 


In the book of chances 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 


It is not very often in a person's life that one gets to sit 
down to make a list of the important markers that charac- 
terise all the things, places, times and names that come to 
mean so much to such a pe^n. 

A list compiled in the spirit of making a record of the 
things that have come to mean, with the passing of time, 
something particularly special. A list where the first entry 
is dated Od 2, 199S, and where the most recent enby is 
dated May 2. 1996. A list which would, in time, serve as 
a reminder, as Itf any were needed, of the importance that 
someone, and something, have come to hold in both the 
heart and the soul. 






m'H 


Maybe we do need to write down such things because as 
time goes on, and as memory begins to fail us. we begin 
to m^e mist^es. We start to forget To forget what a per- 
son was wearing on a certain day, or the way they moved 
while they were saying something. We need to hold on to 
the memory of how the words came out and how the 
smiles and the laughs accompanied them. This is very 
important because when everything else is gone, the 
memories are just about all that is le^ 

Moreover, tUs chronicle of events has very much to do 
with the element of chance. A kind of chance that can 
bring two people together and then abruptly pull tiiem 
apart Or die l^d of chance that can bring two people 
together and still keep them together seven months later. 
The kind of chance that can take the most meticulous of 
planners and organisers by surprise. The kind that can 
catch such a person off guard and drag him or her in the 
sweeping tide of events that is the present 
A tide that can, and most certainly does, bring a sense of 
excitement vitality, renewal and discovery to one's life. A 
tide that creates a new dimension where everything else 


pales into insignificance. All this, 

pens when a truly special person wonde 

life and becomes the very centre of it bpecim, paruy 

because of their ability to contribu^te 

things to the everyday life of this other person thus enneh- 

’"iut of this can be wonderful, it 

be veiy intiraidating. Intimidating in sense 
fear of loosening one's control over one s life can bring on 
a pensive state of mind for both people concern . 

In spile of this, we must not and can never, surrender to 
our fens. We must always emphasise the good elemrats 
in a relationship and work to make sure that these 
ffuit. Those which have to do wi± happiness, fnendship, 

respect and understanding. . 

An understanding which is about respecting space 
and freedom of others. An understanding which is about 
being able to confide in one another and to enjoy each 
other’s company to the fitil. To be able to step back and 
give one another enough space for both to be able to keep 
enjoying a healthy social life. To live in the hope that we 
chance which had brought two people together can also 
allow them not only to stay together, but also to carry on 
with their respective lives having acknowledged the pres- 
ence of one another in the other's life. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

By Mohammad A. Shoqair 

BELIEVE fT OR NOT ** Your voice is soft and mi 


** Your voice is soft and melodious like music. 

Sawtoki na*im wa'athb kal-mooseeqa. 


* STANDING causes fatigue as much as walkmg 
does. In either case man uses 300 muscles. 


* THE PHARAOH, who drove the Jews away from 
Egypt, is still unknown though he is thought to be Rainses 

n. 


JOKES 


* PENGUINS try to prevent water from freezing in the * “Your play is very duU. You bring shame to the 
pond by swiinming in a circular line. If they fall and water team," said the coach reproaching the player, 
gets frozen, they have to emigrate to coastal regions “Don't listen to him. He doesn’t know what he says, 

where water is open. Hg t^lks like a parrot repe^g what others say." his fellow 

player retorted encoun^^ingly. 


* FI2ZXNG bevar^es can be made withbut soda if 
snow taJeen from the bean of moumains is used. 


* IN WINTER, fluff in the form of a shoe, grows on * One of the players noticed that somebody never 
the sand grouse's paws so as to enable it to move steadily parts with the golf court either in summer or in winter. 

on the snow. Thus it frees itself from diving. “It seems this game makes you so mad." 

“No," he answered. “Then you've some friends or 
relatives here." 

* 'THE TIGER sometimes weighs about 300 kg where- “No " said the man 

as the tigress never exceeds 150 kg. -Ar^ 


“Are you a sports reporter?" 

“No. but to be frank with you. I'm a pickpocket." 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 


** My love for you is deep and touching. 

Hobbi laka ameeq wa shadeed. 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


** You are the girl of my dreams. 

Ennaki fatal ahlami- 


ril love you forever. 


(1) Stale approximately where the following islands are 
situated: Leeward island, Faroes, Andaman islands. Tristan 
da Cunha, Mauritius. 


Sa’ohibboki ID ‘abad. 


** I think of you all the time. 

Ofakkir feeki alad’dawam. 


(2) Arrange the following in the order of their flower- 
ing: dog rose, elder, hawthorn, blackthorn, honeysuckle. 


Wftien you smile, you look like a queen. 

Endama tabtasimeen, tabdeen kama law konti 


f3) Wbo were the stars in the foUowing films; City 
Li^ts, Mr. Deeds Goes to Town. Animal Cracker The 
Private Life of Henry VTTT 


** Come and sit beside me. 


Ta’ala wajlessee bejaxubL 


(4) In whai parts of the world are these ships to be 
found? junk, sampan, dahabieh, keel, xebec, dhow, cata- 
maran. felucca, schoot, coracle. 


** Your skin feels like silk. 

^na malmasa bishratik kal-harir. 


PUZZLES 


so THEY SAY 
Can you read this saying? 


A 







HOURS 





AY 


Underline tbe word missing from the brackets: 


54 (hide) 

53 (....„) 






F' 







Hlnn 


’.'V • , 


■*- , • J . . 

' ’'i ^ , ' ' 


«» - 


k 

‘.‘m 




Arts & CJuiture 
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Mandela, De Klerk probably 
never liked each other — actor 


CAPE TOWN (R) ^ British actor Michael Caine said 
Friday President Nelson Mandela and his deputy F.W. De 
Klerk probably never liked each other but were forced to 
work together to free South Africa from apartheid. 

Caine, who plays the part of Mr. De Kleii; — South 
Alrica's last white president — > in a S5 million U.S. televi< 
sion movie about the country's historic 1994 all-race elec- 
tions. told reporters In Cape Town he believed the two men 
respected each other. 

‘i chink that they respected each other, I wouldn't expect 


that they ever liked each other.” Caine said of die two men 
who shared the 1993 Nobel Peace Prize. 

The fUm, which has the working title of “one man, one 
vole”, stars American actor Sidney Poitier as Mr. Mandela 
and be Hlmed over 25 days on location in Cape Town. 

''This film was quite a sentimental journey for Sidney and 
I, from doing an anti-apartheid film 23 years ago which we 
couldn't shoot here and now coming here as ‘presidents'," 
Caine said. 

Cain e, who has starred in films such as Alfie, Mona Li sa 
and Hannah And Her Sisters said he recent- 
ly met Mr. De Klerk to study his mairnerisms and 
found him to be a funny and kind person. 

”He is quite fiinny. We bad a few laughs and 
drank some wine together.” he said. 

The film's director, Joseph Sargent, said the 
film was not an adaption of Mr. Mandela’s auto- 
biography, Long Walk To Freedom. The film 
would focus on Mr. Mandela’s later years in 
prison and the negotiation process which led to 
the all-race poUs, he said. 

The film ^1 be syndicated on American tele- 
vision. 

The casting of foreign actors to star in the film 
recently caused an uproar among local actors, 
who questioned the wisdom of h^ng outsiders 
to portray South Africans. 

Pohier, whose film credits include In The Heat 
Of The Ni^t. Cry, The Beloved Country and 
Sneakers sud he was honoured to play Mandela. 

‘1 only know him from his values, I rbink T can 
gather his values and deeds what his phi- 
losophy is.” he said. 



Actor Sidney Poitier (left) shares a joke with local actor Jerry 
Mofokeng (right) at a press conference to discuss the film One 
Mao, One Vote (Reuter photo) 



Actors Michael Caine (left) and Sidney Poitier (right) show oCTmock election posters at a press conference to dis- 
cuss the film One Man, One Vote. Poitier plays the role of Nelson Mandela, opposite Caine’s F.W. De Klerk in the 
film which is bring shot in and around Cape Town (Keuter photo) 


A wave hello made Charlton Heston a star 



Charlton Heston 


By Simon BradweH 
Reuter 

WELLINGTON — One day in 1950, legendary Hollywood 
film (tirecior Cecil B. Demille was standing outside his 
office on ±e Paramount Film Studio complex in Los 
Angeles, when a young man drove past and waved. 

E>emille, who was casting a film called The Greatest 
Show On Earth, asked his secretary who the man was. She 
replied he was a young actor who had made one modestly 
successful film, which Demille hadn’t liked. 

“I liked the way he waved just now,” Demille said. “We 
better have him in to talk about the part of circus manager.” 

The Greatest Show On Earth went on to win the Academy 
Award for best picture and gross the modem equi^^ent of 
$3(X) million worldwide. Thanks to his simple fnendly ges- 
ture, Charlton Heston was on the way to supeistardom. 

“That's serendipity, the unforseen positive consequence of 
an entirely random choice.” Heston, still an imposing figure 
at 71, told Reuters while in New Zealand- to promote his 
autobiography, in the arena. 

That stroke of luck launched Heston on an enviable 
career. He went on to star in blockbusters like The Ten 
Commandments (1956), Planet Of The Apes (1969), 
Earthquake ^(,1OT). and Ben Hur, for which he won the 
1959 best actor Academy AwaitL' ■ 

“The camera must love you, good health is enormously 
valuable, good physical condition helps. Talent is useful 
intelligence is use^. discipline is crucial, but luck is some- 
ibing every successful actor has,” he said. 

‘The actor who says luck has not been a factor in his life 
is either a liar or an idiot My luckiest break was sitting 
behind the girl I would many, first day of theatre practice at 
Northwestern University. If I hadn't gotten girl, I 
wouldn't be talking to you.” 

Heston has been married to that ‘girl', Lydia, for over 50 


years. They have two children: Fraser, a film director and 
Holly, a publicist 

“Some kind of a stable base to your life is crucial or you 
just unravel, as I've seen happen to many fellas,” Heston 
said in his famous baritone drawl. “The fact that my wife 
was an actress has made it much easier for us both.'* 

Asked what perfomances be is most proud of. Heston 
replied laconic^y: “Well I don't know, I'm not through 
yet” 

But when pressed, he acknowledges grand epics and 
historical roles are his favourites. El Ci4 Julius Caesar. 
Moses, Michelangelo and Henry VIU are among the 
more memorable of his film roles, which number over 
60. 

“In films you like the parts that win a lot of prizes. 
That's partly vanity of course, but it also solidifies your 
economic permanence in the trade. You like the films that 
earn huge s ums of money, because you have to do suc- 
cessful films eveiy so often or else you don't get to do 
any films. 

'1 am personally drawn to autobiographical roles. I've 
played more of those roles than any American actor, 
ibose parts are veiy interesting because great men are 
different from you and me, and they’re more interesting 
people.” 



Charlton Heston his. wife, Lydia 


The one remaining historical role that Heston would love 
to play is the Duke of Wellington. Outside of historical fig- 
ures, Shakespeare's tragic heroes bold a special fascination. 

“They are the greatest parts, the most permanent of all. 
They were being performed four centuries ago, and they 
will be performed four centuries from now. 

“Acting is something that you never get perfect. You do a 
scene and you say, 'that's as good as it can be'. But a whole 
part? No. You l^p trying, that's why you keep coming 
back to those Sbak^peaiean monsters.” 

Heston names Orson Welles* 1941 masterpiece Citizen 


Kane as the greatest film of all time, and Steven Spielberg’s 
Schindler's List ( 1993) as the most recent truly great film. 

If be had his time again, would be still chose all the same 
films, the good and the bad? 

“I'd like to do ’em all over again and do ‘em better," he 
said, sounding like an aging gunslinger from one of his 
many westerns. 

But asked what last acting challenge be would like to 
achieve and Heston is wistful, but typically honest 

“To get it absolutely right one time, one time.” 


j Summer movies — stars take a back seat to concepts 


By John Horn 
The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — BUI Paxton hasn’t sold many movie 
tickets in his acting career. Few people say, “let's go see the 
new Wi[| Smith film” and its been awhile since Michael J. 
Fox carried a hit film. 

Nevertheless, the.se decidedly second-tier actors are the 
leading players in whai could prove lo be this summer's 
three biggest movies — Paxton's Twister, Smith's 
Independence Day and Fox’s The Frighieners. 

In a rare demonstration that star power isn't the only key 
to the box-office safe, several of the summer’s most antici- 
pated titles are driven more by eye-popping concepts than 
railliun-dullur performances. 

Instead of paying the likes of Jim Carrey. Arnold 
Schu'arzenegger and Tom Cruise S20 million apiece, the 
producers of these three movies are pouring that precious 
loot into special effects and letting the stories — not the 
stars — do the talking. 

"Sometimes the idea is king.” says Tom Rothman, whose 
§ 20ih Centur>' Fox Studio is rele:vsing independence Day on 
' July 3. 

A number of inevitable star vehicles — including Carrey’s 
Cable Guy. .Schwarzenegger's Era.ser and Cruise’s Mission: 
impossible — are sprinkled throughout the school-break 
season. 

Yet when all the receipts are totaled, the marquee players 
could trail their starless competitors. 

Simply having a big star in a lead role is no guarantee for 
succe.ss — just take u” look at Julia Robert's disastrous Maty 
Reilly and Uie Shuron Stone fiasco Diabolique. 

A good plot or fantastic special effects (or both), on the 
other hand, can make the potential drawbacks of a low-cost 
cast disappear. 

Universal Pictures is betting that uTiter-director Peter 
Jackson's e.xecuiion of the comic supernatural film The 
Frighieners (July 19) will prove more attractive than the 
movie'.s cast. 

Ever since the Back To The Future fiUxB of a decade ago. 
Fox has starred in one clunker after another Life With 
Mikey, For Love Or Money, Greedy and Wiere The River 
Flows North, although he did have a supporting role in last 
year's modest liiL The .American Presideni. 

“Universal's line has always been that the concept was the 
story' — they never wanted it to be star-driven,” says 
,, Jackson, who made 1994's Heavenly Creatures. 
i Beyond Fox, The Frighieners is filled with the relatively 
obscure performers Tnni Alvarado, Peter Dobson. Dee 
Willace Slone and Jefirey Combs. 

*i like working with actors w'ho don’t bring a huge 
amount of awarenes.s to the film," Jackson says. “You want 
to let the character, not the actor, drive the movie.” 


Recent Hollywood history suggests that small stars can 
indeed yield big profits. 

Jurassic Park, die hi^iest-grossing film of all time, didn’t 
break records because it featured Jeff Goldblum and Laura 
Dem. The draw was the dinosaurs. The Batman concept is 


a popular enough franchise to survive two leading men — 
Mic^l Keaton and Val Kilmer — and is about to get a 
third, with TV’s George CHooney. 

Twister, which opens on May 10, is one of ±e summer’s 
most talked-about movies not because of actors Paxton. 


Helen Hunt and Jomi Gertz., 

The movie is directed by ‘Speed's Jan De Bom and was 
written by Michael Crichton (w'ho. wrote Jurassic Park) and 
his wife. Anne-Morie Martin. 

In the film. Hum (of TV’s Mad About You) plays Paxton's 
estranged wife. The two are midwest storm chasers deter- 
mined to get in the path of a tornado. Once there, they hope 
to place scientific instruments in the cyclone's path, taking 
measurements as the devices are sucked into the vortex. 

“It's not that I didn't want stars,” says De Bont, noting 
that Hum is well-known to TV view'ers. "I wanted actors 
that had a natural talent.” 

“If I had cast Arnold Schw'aizenegger. you w'ould expect 
him to behave in a certain way — he would probably puU 
out a machine gun and try to shoot the tornado." 

And a lot of costs. Without a high-priced actor, the mak- 
ers of Twister — like Independence Day — put the bulk of 
their $75 million budget into computer effects. 

Independence Day is about another menace in the sky: 
Instead of a tornado, it's invaders from another planet. The 
movie stars Smith (of TV's Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air), Bill 
Pullman and Goldblum. 

The premise of Independence Day is the kind of wild sto- 
ryline made famous in the peril films of years ago. 

The film presume.*: that life exists beyond Emih. Rather 
than bearing gifts from another solar system, the 
Independence Day aliens intend to destroy the Earth over 
the July 4th weekend. 

Dean Devlin, who wrote and produced Independence 
Day. says he and director Roland Emmerich were inspired 
by now-famous movies that, at the time, starred hardly 
famous actors: Jaws, Star Wars, Dose Encounters Of The 
Third Kind and E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial. 

“Those were the films that Roland and I fell in love with 
05 children.” says Devlin, who collaborated with Emmerich 
on Staigate, which cast the then ice-cold Kun Russell in a 
Starring role. 

When John Carpenter made Escape From New York 1 5 
years ^o, Russell wasn't a big star. He is more famous now. 
but Carpenter says Russell alone can’t bring people into this 
summer's sequel, Escape From L.A. 

Paramount paid Russell $10 million to star in the 
follow-up, the studio spent another $40 million on the 
movie itself, guaranteeing good special effects. (The origi- 
nal cost just S7 million.) ^ 

“The audience has changed since Escape From New York 
— you have to give them more juice,'’ Cipenter says. “Five 
movies open every weekend. You're trying to get attention, 
but how' do you get awareness up, especially in the hinter- 
lands?” 

The answer for several of this summer's filmmakers is not 
big stars but the loudest bells and whistles. Come Labour 
Day. that formula could clinch the summer sweepstakes. 


List of Summer movies 


I By The Associated Press 

Mqjor siunmer movies, grouped by planned release 
dates; 

May 10: Twister, drama about tornadoes and the peo- 
ple who chase them (Helen Hunt, Bill Paxton). 

May 17: FBpper, movie version of TV show, starring 
Elijah Wood. 

May 22: Mission: Impossible, Tom Cruise stars in a 
remake of the tdevision espionage series. 

May 24: Spy Har^ Leslie Nielsen in a send-up of the 
James Bond-spy genre; Heaven’s Prisoners, Alee 
Baldwin stars in a movie version of the crime novel. 

May 31: Eddie, Whoopi Goldberg stars as a Umo dri- 
ver who g^ to coach the Knicks; Dragonfaeart, digital 
effects bring a dragon (voice by Sean Connery) to life. 

Jane 7: The Rock, terrorist thriller set on Alcatraz 
Island wiffi Sean Connery and Nicolas Cage; The 
Phantom, Billy Zane plays the comic-strip legend. 

June 14: The Cable Guy, Jim C^arrey is a sadistic 
cable television technician; Moil Flaiiders, Robin 
Wrigbt plays a prostitute who redeems her life and 
fin^ love. 

June 21: The Hunchback Of Notre Dame, Disney's 
am'mated musical reteiliug of the Victor Hugo classic; 
Eraser, Arnold Schwarzenegger helps relocated wit- 
nesses forget their past; Lone Star, the latest from 
independent cinema's John Sayles. 

June 28: The Natty Professor, Eddie Morphy in Jerry 
Lewis* rale as a scientist with a secret potion; 
Striptease, Demi Moore takes ft off to make ends meet 

July 3: Independence Day, spedal-effects spectacular 
about unfriendly eriraterrestrials; Harriet The Spy,” 
an adaptation of the popular girls* book. 

July 8: Kingpin, Woody Harrelson in Dumb And 
Dtunber set in a bowling alley. 

July 10: Hienomenon, John Travolta stars as an 
incredibly smart man. 

Jnly 12: Multiplicity, overly busy father (Michari 
Keaton) has himself cloned. 

July 17: Kavaaniy basketball's Shaqnille O'Neal is 
cast as a very large genie. 

Jnly 19: The Fri^teners, ghosts share the screen 
with Michael J. Pox in the snpematnra] story; Larger 
Than Life, Bfll Murray is a motivational sp^er who 
gets a strange inheritance. 


Jnly 26: The Fan, Robert De Niro plays a psychotic 
(surprise) baseball fan; House Arrest, Jamie Lee 
Curtis* kids lock their parents up when they want a 
divorce; A Time To Kill, Sandra Bullock is featured in 
the latest John Grisham movie; Joe's Apartment, 
strange look at a vermin-infested dwelling; The 
Adventures Of Pinocchlo, live-action tefling of a cob- 
bler (Martin Landau) and his wooden creation. 

July 28: A Very Brady Sequel, more comic adventures 
in the life of the sitcom clan. 

August undetermined: John Carpenter's Escape 
From L.A., update of 1981's futuri^c penal colony- 
story with Kart Russell; Emma, Gwyneth Paltrow 
stars in yet another Jane Austen movie; The Relic, 
Penelope Ann Miller in a thriller set in a natural histo- 
ry mnsenm. 

Aug. 2: Matilda, Roald Dahl’s chiidren's book is 
brought to the screen by director Danny Devito: 
Courage Under Fire. Denzel Washington plays a mili- 
tary officer charged in a friendly fire incident. 

Aug. 7: Gone Fishin', vacation comedy marred in 
production by fatal boat stunL 

Aug. 9: Tin Cup, golfer (Kevin Costner) on the golf 
course; High School High, Jon Lovitz teaches on a 
tough campus; Bound, Jennifer Tilly and Gina 
Gershon are teamed in a mob drama; Laurence 

Fishbume in a thriller about a prison break and the 
Caban mafia. 

Ang. 14: Alaska, Fraser Heston directs his father 
Chariton in a northwest adventure. 

Ang. 16: Tales From The Crypt Presents Bordello Of 
Blood, second feature film based on the cable TV 
series; Carpool, commnting comedy featuring Tom 
Arnold; Lak Standing, Bruce \SHlis has top 
billing in a drama inspired by Kurosawa's Yojimbo. 

Ang. 23: The Spftfiire Grill, young woman makes a 
new start in small-town diner. 

Ang. 30: The Stupids, Ibra Arnold stars in a comedy 
about and for the unsophisticated; The Trigger Effect, 
young couple's life is thrown info chaos following a 
blackout 

Late summer undetermined: First Kid, Sinbad and 
Robert Guillanme team in a secret service comedy: 
Chain Reaction, Keanu Reeves and Morgan Freeman 
pair in a thiiUer. 


I 






I 


D Health & Medicine 


JonJan Hmcs, Thuisday, May 9, 1996 



Struggle for control 
of women’s fertility 


By Nafisa Shah 


ISLAMABAD — Thousands of little empty toy cradles 
hung in shrines across Pakistan. 

They have been leh by desperate women who have trav- 
elled hundreds of miles in the hope that the gesture will 
bring them a child — without which they are spurned as 
useles.s by their husbands, families, villages and eventually 
.society as a whole. 

Puberty means a girl is ready for marriage. An early wed- 
ding is good because it promises a long fertile marriage. 
Some ethnic groups in the country even consider an unmar- 
ried girl's menstruation as a possible murder since it could 
have been a potential child. 

Purda — Che veil — technically begins with puberty and 
ends with menopause. Men joke about women who have 
completed the menopause, referring to them as mard — lit- 
erally. man. 

The most frequently asked question of a recently wed 
bride is whether she is pregnant. The in-laws, especially the 
mother-in-law, whose power emanates from controlling 
women in the extended family, are interested in when the 
baby will be bom. So is the whole neighbourhood. 

Says medical officer Dr. Nusrat Shah: “in our outpatients' 
depanmenr, women who are only married rive months 
come for u check-up, wondering why they cannot conceive. 
Often it is the mothers-in-law whose constant nagging 
sends them seeking a cure.” 

For urban women who marry late, the relatives’ taunts 
come with the warning, “you have little time left.” 

But many children do riot automatically ensure a secure 
marriage: They have to be boys. 

Gynaecologist Sadiqa Jarieri recalls a man who had six 
sons and wanted one more to make him a father of seven 
boys, which would give him a higher status in society. “He 
.said he would give ms wife an an^l of gold bangles if she 
bore him the seventh son.” 

Among some groups, such os the Pathans. girls are not 
counted when a father tells how many children he has. A 
Pathun who .says do dana (two pieces) is referring <Mily to 
sons. 

Dr. Arioz Kazi of the National Institute of Fertility 
Contn.ll says infertility is not a major problem nationally, 
but it remains a major social issue and it is women wbo talre 
the Manie: Children come from God. but women who fail 
to deliver them must be punished. 

Men seldom acknowledge that the problem may be theirs. 
Says gynaecologist Or. Qamar Abbas: “Very few men agree 
to go for semen analysis. Those who do will never inform 
their wives that it is they who have the problem. 

“A lot of them do not believe in it. They say, *If we can 
have sex. there's no problem.”' 

Even when sterilisation is sought, it is women who must 
undeigo the treatmenL 

“The use of vasectomy is almost non-existear, says 
Qamar Abbas. “There is a myth that a man with a vasecto- 
my becomes a woman’s ghullam (slave). Moreover, men 
always keep a provision for themselves for a second or a 
third marriage." 

Men who have given permission for sterilisation often use 
ii as an excuse for a second marriage. “I have countless 
cases of women who come weeping to me. saying that tiheir 
husbands have re-married,” says Qamar Abb^. 

In addition, many women ay to have the operation 
reversed because their husband has changed his mind. 
Women who are sterilised and then lose children fre- 


quently think it is the work of God. 

“We may have committed a sin and God is teaching us a 
lesson,” said a women a whose children died in an epidem- 
ic. 

Sick women, like those considered imisoraJ, are rejected. 

Women with ristuals — holes betwe^ the bbdtkr and/or 
recium and the vagina, usually caused by prolonged, 
obsttucicd an medic^y unattended childbirtii — become 
social “abandoned by evetybody,” says Sadiqa 

Jaffeiy. 

Dr. Sbenhah. one of the country's few male gynaecolo- 
gists, describes the case of a woman vidio developed a lar^ 
fistula — a comparatively common conqilaist in rural areas 
— because of inadequate medical attention: “She thought 
she had committed a sin to meet this kind of fate. When 
Ayesha went back to her relatives, they did not want her. 
Ayesha ended up in our psychiatric ward. I am tr^ Ayesha, 
now a sex worker, comes occasionally to the hospital witii 
venereal disease.” 

A family planning consultant recalls asking a man why be 
would not have a vasectomy rather tiian subjecting his sick 
wife to a tubal ligation and was told: “She’s going ro die 
sometime soon, should I go through all this trouble for 
herr 

Dr. Nusrat Shah says women are so anaemic “that we 
have to rely oti massive blood transftisiofi in deliveries”. 
Blood from relatives is safer than blood ftom professional 
donors, but many husbands are reluctant donors. 

Meanwhile, th^ are remazkable stories of women wbo 
have manag^ to dodge the system of collective control 
over the female body. 

A former circus duicer, Bano, had married the eldest son 
of an influential family. But she failed to get pregnant 
After learning that she had ribroids in her uterus, she told 
her husband she was seven months pregnant and must go to 
the city for the delivery since she did not trust the tradi- 
tional midwives. 

In town, a friend helped her acquire an abandoned baby. 

Two years later, Bano repeated the exercise, but tiiis tinte 
was able to go through a recognised attoption a^ncy. 

For the most pa^ however, women accept the pressures. 

Halima ftom Mit^ Machi^ village in Khairpur has two 
children and wants more, even tiK)ugfa she bk& had rive 
explicated miscarriages and her hust^nd does not mind 
her uadeigoiog sterilisation. 

Society's needs, rather than those of individual women, 
also dominate birth-control programmes. In the early days, 
says Hilda Saeed, editor of die journal National Health, 
“ite focus was on the control-of-fertility per-wmna& wsdi- 
out any consideration of what was going timmgh.” 

When the thrust was changed towards motivtdon, it was 
again women who were targeted, says consultant Seemi 
Kamal: “It was a network of services tlua women needed, 
not motivation.” 

Emjrfiasis was then put on distribution of contraceptives 
most of which were directed at women, thmigh tb^ had 
little control over their own fertility. Faniily planning and 
health clinics were run as diffaent units, as tl^gh a womb 
and a woman were separate entities. 

The Population Welfare and Health ministries have acm 
been combined, and a new Social Action Programme treats 
family plarming as part of community develc^mienL The 
government is setting out to train 33.000 health workers 
and 12.000 family planning workers, but they are mostly 
wcxnen targeting women, without full involvement of men 
or the community — > Paiios Fexre 
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For Chernobyl victims. 


health crisis just starting 

....icaa fvmmlex. addins sur- 


By Brian SUUn 
Reuser 

AKSAKOVSHCHINA, Belarus (R) — Valentina Dimko 
was only a bii^ when clouds of radioactive contamination 
erupted ftom the Chernobyl nuclear power station and 
spread over much of Europe. 

Bnt the I l-year-old girl knows exactly why she is in 

a ^I n d ***^ fimic in tiiis wooded region near the Belarussian 
capital Minsk. “Chernobyl,” she whispered timidly. 

That one word said it all for the hundreds of children in 
this fanner Soviet republic who have suffered ftom thyroid 
car K^r the R^d’s worst nuclear accident on April 26, 

1986. 

Demina’s home is in the southern Bragin le^on — one 
of the most conominated area.« of Belarus, ^riticb was hit 
by more radioactive panicles tfian ai^ odier ooustzy, 
including Ukraine where Chernobyl is loaded. 

Ihe Abiakovshc'aina Clinic, 30 I^ometies west of Minsk, 
is stark evidence chat Belarus, which lost one in three of its 
residents in World War IL is staring at another human cata- 
strophe. Today's enemy is invisible but just as cnieL 

Doctors at the clinic, devoted purely to Chernobyl vic- 
tims, are convinced chat the worst is yet to come. 

“After 10 years, as ftur as medical consequences are con- 
cerned, Chonobyl is only just be ginning ,” Chief Doctor 
Sergei Korydro told Reuters. 

situation is much worse here in Belarus than in 
Russia or Ukraine because we got 70 per cent of the 
radionuclides.” 

Dr. Korytko was especially concerned about thyr^ can- 
cer, although he fea^ pn^lems could develop in otiier 
areas such as the lungs, mammary glands, stomach, bone 
tissue and blood. 

“Every year we are gening another 100 cases of thyroid 
cancer among children and there is no sign of that trend 
reversing,” he said. “On contrary, some forecasts say 
the number of cases could rise to 2,000. 3,000 or 4,000.” 

He said these forecasts could even be on the low side, 
considering that no one predicted as many as 500 cases so 
far. 

Thyroid cancer is not life-threatening if it is diagnosed in 
rime. 

“But there are some hopeless cases and, out of all of these 
childreo, two have died ^ cancer,” Kory^o said. 

The cramped Aksakovshchina Clinic, where about half of 
the patients are chfldren, is building a new wing that will 
alm^ double the number of beds. 


p^uigev B because the state hasn’t got 

“The building is we wiU have anoth- 

muchmoney,buiwhenitis(»ri4>letedwewiumi auuut- 

should W only after 10 

years.^ 


oSer medical experts sgieed 
prognosis and they disputed the widely ^ ^ 

ma^^tb problems in tbe region could be attributed to 

*^?i^bte te explain diis 

alone." said^sia’s Professor Helena Bialakov^ad^ 

that even small doses of radianon could have significant 

”S^“^essorAlex^r^«^y^ 
roid cancer cases so far were indeed likely to be P 
the iceberg. ‘The effects of damage to the glands 

win pe^ only 20 to 25 years, maybe up to 40 years, after 

the accidenL” ^ ^ j’ 

Vladimir Shevchenko, who.has studied the effects^ ram- 
ation for 30 yeais, said future generations could suffer ftom 
unspedried inherited problems. 

‘There wiU certainly be genetic consequences tom ite 
ChenK^yl acddenL There already are rome, 
flHfting fhat some expctts predicted a world total of 8,400 
“inherited anomalies” in the first post-Chernobyl genera- 

tioiL . . , 

Biologist Alexander Yarilin said evidence was emer gin g 
of Hnnnagft K> the iinmnnft systems of Chemobyl victims. 

“It was first thought that those who suffered tom die 
Chernobyl accident should not have significant damage to 
the immiifift system,” he said. *3ut time has passed, y^^ . 
have gone by, now it turns out that tiiere are changes. 

He said that certain cells suffered damage at a late stage 
in a process comparable to ageing. ‘Tt's^noi an illness, 
althrwigh ft does damag e the quality of life.” 


Dutch to build super Virtual Hospital 


By Kenan Bendmon 
Reuser 


THE HAGUE — Imagine you have 
just learned that you must have an 
operation. Ibe doctors have given 
eiqjlanatioQs, but the experience was 
so stressful that you did not ask aO dte 
questions you wanted to. What do you 
do next? 

Doctor Rob Bakker, chief executive 
of tbe Hague’s Wesieinde Hospital, 
sees you ziq^ping Into the IntemeL 
surfing a web of 150 Dutdi hospitals 
and getting quick, clear answers. 

He is behi^ the Netherlands Vinual 
Hospital, an Internet gateway to news 
ftom all tbe country's bospit^ allow- 
ing access to research, new treatments, 
patient procedures and viitnal touts of 
bo^ital dqxirtmenis. 

‘The point is patients can get infor- 
mation out of this system. If you're 
going to have your gall bladcte out 
you’re interested in knowing all about 
what’s going to happen to you,” Dl 
B aldcer said in an interview. 

Arming patients with sheaves of 
leaflets, wtueb often give only pan of 
tbe Story, can leave them even more 
confused and upset than ever. 

T think the system can be very sup- 
portive to patients,” said Dr. Bakker. 
stressing access to tbe Virtual Hos^tal 
was not meant to tempi patients into 
self-diagnosis tom what, in pan, is 
likely to be a huge, up4o-tbe-ininuto 
encyclopaedia. 

“This system works from the diag- 
nosis, not torn tbe symptoms,” he 
said. Tf you're just talking to your 
patients they tend to forget 40-50 per 
cent of wbu you say because they’re 
so stressed out and everything’s fa^ 
pening so fasL” 

Dr. Bakker sees tbe National >finual 
Hospital operating at full steam ia 
1998, but is already coordinatiDg tbe 
compilation of treatment procedures, 
research notes and other 


An existing programme invites 
prospective patients into a Qrpical 
Dutch hospit^ layout and gives diem 
tours arou^ wards, operating theatres, 
security and kitchens — all intended 
to soothe ruffled nerves and be calm- 
ing fbr patients. 

Sophisticated search programmes, or 
“search engines" as th^ are called in 
Internet jargon, allow users to com- 
bine criteria to bring them to precisely 
the infonzzatioa they want 

Once a search h^ been completed 
high resolution graphics rep^uce 
diagrammes which go along text 
Tt’s a lot less dran^c than some of 
the blood and guts pictures you see on 
television documentades,” Dl Bakker 
said. 

Tbe future could bring fuller multi- 
media developments witii video 
footage and video conferencing. 
“Ws’re at a very eariy stage at the 
moment Tbe hospitals are aU very 
excited about tiie project and tiiere are 
a lot of people with a lot of ideas.” 

Dt Bakker acknowledged that 
patients -already have access to infor- 
mation and be^tb professionals have 
always exch^ed ideas. “That’s true. 
But with this system ft’s all brought 
under one roof and that must improve 
the disoibution and quality.” 

One branch of tbe virtual hospital 
will afiow time-pressed health profes- 
sionals such as surgeons, nurses and 
researchers to put questions up on 
notice boards. 

“You can just post your query and 
then wait for to get to 

you,” said Dr. Bakker. If professionals 
tried to sw^ ideas ^ phone ch* letter 
the process could take months. 

“You don’t even have to be ±ere to 
take the answers and that all saves a lot 
of time,” said E)r. Bakker. 

This interchange of ideas is not just 
intonded for the “glamorous” profes- 
sionals. Or. Bakker sees patient groups 
exchanging information and ideas 


over tile intomet “If a kitchen worker 
has a problem with a certain piece of 
information then that can be solved 
through this as well,” he said. 

Dr. Bakker sees no problems arising 
tom security as no patient sensitive 
information will be boused in the 
Virtual Hospital 

“Of course doctors will exchange 
information about cases but the notes 
can refer to anonymous patients. Th|s. 
system is ^tng to be quite.sqiarate. 
tom tbe existing hospital tscoTdssysr, 
terns which in any case have similar, 
tight security.” 

Only around three per cent of die 
Netherlands’ 15 milli on population 
has access to IntemeL said Dr. Bakker. 
For the information “have-nots” and 
those intimidated by computers Dr. 
Bakker envisages tenninals in hospital 
lobbies with specially trained volun- 
teers helping patients make searches. 

Tbe ^teb scheme is not aimftH at 
generating profit and is, according- to 
Dr. Bakker, a firsL ‘There is a Ritual 
Hospital in Iowa in tbe U.S. But it's 
not as sophisticated and isn’t as wide 
tangly as our national scheme. If 
there’s another scheme like ours any- 
where else in the worid I haven’t heard 
of iL” he said. 

The Netherlands’ health system, 
unlike that in Britain and tiie United 
States, does not place hospitals in 
competition with each other and could 
mean the Dutch model stays unique. 

‘The system could be commer- 
cialism by gaining sponsorship torn 
suppliers. If peqile want to do that in 
other countries there’s no reason for 
them not to,” said Dr. Bakker. ' 

But for Dr. Bakker, himself a med- 
ic^ doctor, the point of the scheme is 
dehvenng better healthcare. “People 
nowadays need more information than 
^y did 20 years ago. The quaUty of 
infonnatioD in hospitals widi this svs- 
tem will be much better.” 


ANSWERS 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


(1) Leeward in the West Indies; Faroes north-west of 
the Sbetlaods; Andaman Islands in the Bay of Bengal; 
Tristan da Cunba in tbe middl e of tbe South Atlantic; 
Mauritiius in the Indian Ocean east of Madagascan 


Keel on the Tyne. 

Xebec on the Mediterranean. 

Dhow around Arabia. 

C a taTnaran around Indi a 
Felucca on the Mediterranean. 
School in Holland. 

Coracle in Wales and Ireland. 


«***» 


* 9ic * ai 


(2) Blackthorn, hawthorn, dog rose, elder (often at 
almost the same time as tbe dog rose), Imneysu^e. 


PUZZLES 


***** 


(A) So They Say 

^ APPLE A DAY KEEPS THE DOCTOR 


AWAY. 


(3) City Lights. Charlie Ch^lin. 

Mr. De^ Goes to Town, Gary Cooper. 

Animal Crackers, the Marx brothers. 

Tbe private life of Henry VUI, Charles Caughion. 


***** 


#««** 


(4) Junk and Sampan in Chinf ^ waters. 
Dahabieh on ^ Nile. 


(B) FACE. (The numbers refer to 
of the alphabcL i-e. 5 is E the fifth 

reverse order). ““mbers and read 
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‘Assistance to UNRWA must be in harmony with the overall 
vision of a better future for the people of this region’ 


FOLLOWING IS tiu full 
teM of the ^ech delivered 
by Bis Royal Bighneis 
Crown Prince Hasson, the 
Regent, ataniifonnal meet- 
ing of major d^tor and host 
govemmenss of the Utdted 
Nations Relif and Vfyihs 
Agency (UNRWA) on May 
& 

May I say at die ootset what 
a itteasme it is for me to 
have this (^portonity to 
address this meeting oigan- 
ised by UNRWA, with lep- 
lesebtadves &om the donor 
countries and host countries 
for Palestinian lefngees. and 
theHLO. 

I would lilcg to the 
observadoo, Mr. chaiiman. 
that when we met here last 
year io Amman at about (his 
tune, we met to reflect on 
past achievements and mate 
assessment of tte presmt 
situation regarding 

UNRWA's woric with the 
Paiestinian lefogees, with 
all the Palestinian lefhgees 
in die five provinces of 
UNRWA. That meeting was 
of great relevance and 
inqKirtance since it reflected 
the conqitdienave issue, I 
stress ^ain, of Palestinian 
n^geeis in the five 
provinces. Since that meet- 
ing, Mr. Hansen, commis- 
aoner-general of UNRWA, 
I Qodmtand that UNRWA 
dfteided to have its external 
rdadons dqiaitnieot located 
in Gaza, thus moving from 
Amman Wb hope that this 
initiative, and as I have said 
at the donor conference 
me^ngg since October 
19^ When we met in 
Washington, diat the flont- 
eo^g of assistance to the 
crudai issues of quality of 
tife and hvelibood of our 
bceduen in Gaza and in die 
West Bank, should reflect 
(be mi^ pdonty for my 
country. HoWver, I believe 
chat wse meec.hoe a gain to 
&cuss.'Widi ^.dae leqieet. 
not (M^y the future of 
UNRWA but to discuss the 
futoce of Palestinian 
refugees io the five 
provinces. 1 am glad that 
many of the govenunems 
here would consider 
(mqpowedog didreinbasatt 
in Tel Aviv with the respon- 
sibility of the future of 
UNRWA’s aCEurs. I would 
like to remind you di^ we 
are meeting here in the con- 
text of host countries and 
donors to the Palesdnian 
lefogees. all due 

reflect to die government of 
Israel, 1 do not understand 
how the progiessiOD of 
empowering foreign and 
dp^ embasdes in Tel Aviv 
can serve the purpose of 
host countries and donors. 
The major donors* meet- 
ings, may 1 tennod yon, 
which indnde thosc Coun- 
tries such as Syria and die 
Lebanon, would presum- 
^dy have to continue in 
Amman as they gawwtf yet 
be held in Ga^ The offi- 
cials responsible for diis 
matter would have to move 
from ly Aviv to Amman to 


attend such meetings, and I 
would like to point out that 
it is not only for reasons of 
efificteocy, practicality and 
logistics that I regard this 
particular development as 
worrying, particularly if we 
are to addkess the compre- 
hensiveDess of die refugee 
question in the five 

^vinc^ of refogees. 

It is of course needless to 
emphasise that the refugee 
problem constitutes one of 
die major elements of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict Due to 
our geogt^hical proxixnity 
and historical legacy, Jordan 
has hosted, as you well 
know, three waves of invol- 
untary migtadon. We have 
not c^y felt the impact of 
these waves, but we have 
also been affected by them. 

I would like to point out 
diat the refugee population 
which UNRWA serves in 
Jordan, the West Bank, 
Gaza, Syria and the 
Lebanon is currently three 
nnllioD, two hundred tiiou- 
sand. With these major pop- 
ulation inflows, the 
Palestinian refugees in 
Jordan (aside from other 
categories of displaced per- 
sems) reached 1.3 million io 
1995, or 40.6 per cent of the 
total refugees. I am dting 
these figures not for narra- 
tive - purposes, Mr. 
Chairman, but fot purposes 
of reminding this distin- 
guished gathering that the 
very term “refogee” in 
many coantries of the world 
is no longer PC — political- 
ly correct In this country 
and in Article 8 of our Peace 
Treaty with Israel we made 
constructive and dear refer- 
ence to the future of democ- 
racy by refiling clearly to 
refugees. 1 do understand 
the pineal difficulties of 
initialing the final status 
talks between the FLO and 
the govenunent of Israel in 
Taba. And I appnedate- the 
role of tiie £g>^an govern-. . 
ment in hosting these talks. 
As 1 mentioned when 1 met 
yesterday with the prime 
minister of Egypt, we 
believe that we play an 
ancillary supporting role. 
But I do want to make it 
very clear that in speaking 
of ^ comprehensive oatuie 
of the refugee problem, with 
1.3 imllion refugees, repre- 
senting two thirds of all the 
listed refugees residing out- 
side the West Bank and 
Gaza, this figure could be 
conqmred witii only 10 per 
cent of Palestiman refugees 
who settled in the East Bank 
of Jordan in 1948. With the 
refugee population growing 
over the years in Jordan, 18 
fold, we have shouldered 
die majm re^nsibilip' of 
hosting the Palestinian 
lefogees. Jordan has given, 
since 19S2, in accordance 
with its constitution, full dt- 
izensMp to Palestinian 
refugees who were already 
living in Jordan. The unifl- 
catiCHi of the East and West 
Banks of Jordan has provid- 
ed the refogees and their 
descendants with equal 


R^ent ui^es focus on refugees 


(Conttned from pag* 1) 


future to in suxe for them.” 

Thi's- uncertainty is 
exacerbated, he stated, by 
the ambiguous future of the 
UNRWA mandate even 
though this was reduced 
somewhat through the recent 
three-year extension of the 
mandate.- 

But, the Regent said, 
"this extension is too short for 
any reasonable agenda for 
the implementation of a 
complex programme of 
return, compensation, 
'lehabilitadon, abrorption. . 

Refugees now served by 
UNRWA number 3.2 million, 
scattered among Jordan, the 
West Bank and Gaza. , 
Lebanon and Syria. 

Citing a 1994 report that 
focused on refugee camps in 
Jordan and Lebanon, Prince 
Hassan told participants: 
"The living conditions of ' 
Palestinians have 
significantiy deteriorated due 
to reduced UNRWA budgets. . 
a serious reduction in 
•financial support from the 
PLO (Palestine Liberation 
.Organisation), reduced 
remittances from Palestinians 
in the Gulf states, rapid 
population growth, and in 


Lebanon the continuance of 
war." 

The report concluded: 
There is no hope for a 
durable peace in the Middle 
East until there is a 
comprehensive solution to 
the refugee issue. 

"The refugee problem." 
the Regent reminded 
participants, "constitutes one 

of the major elements of the 

Arab-Israeli conflict." 

In addition. Prince 
Hassan said that "a decrease 
in UNRWA's provision of 
services essential for 
satisfying basic human 
needs, at this juncture, can . 
only backfire on the peace 
process itself." 

The main thrust of this 
year's meeting is lo present 
to major donor's and host, 
countries UNR W.A's 
proposals on the 
"Harmonisation of UNRWA 
Services: Challenges and 
Progress." 

Harmonisation between 
the agency's and host 
countries' services is called 
for because of the region's 
more recent dramatic 
developments. 


rights and obligations which 
include, but are not limited 
to, employment, ownership, 
investment, business and 
other facets of economic 
and social life. Hence, it has 
become very difficult to di$r 
tinguish between the cbar4 
acteristics of the two main 
compouents of Jordanian 
society. 

However, the situation of' 
the Palestinian refugee 
camps in Jordan, as in other 
host countries, represents a 
comprehensive and distinct 
case. About 20 per cent of 
registered refugees and dis- 
placed persons currently 
live in 10 canqis in Jordan. . 

The International Mission 
of the Refugee Working 
Group in 1994 issued a 
report on refugee camps in 
Jordan and the Lebanon. 
Among the main impres- 
sions of the mission were 
the following: 

— The living conditions 
of Palestinians have signifi- 
cantly deteriorated due to 
reduced UNRWA budgets 
and a serious reduction in 
financial support from tbe 
RLO, reduced remittances 
from Palestinians io the 
Gulf states, rapid population 
growth, and in the case of 
the Leli^on, as we all know 
and continue to grieve, the 
effects of war. 

— The most pressing . 
problems, and 1 continue to 
quote, are unemployment in 

host countries as well as 
the problems of the dis- 
placed in the Lebanon. 

— Most insist on their 
“right to return” although 
interpretations and expecta- 
tions vary. 

— Tbe deepest aspiration 
of Palestinian refiigees is for 
dignity and identity. The 
report concluded, you 
re^l.that: 

— There is no hc^ for a 
durable peace in tbe Middle 
East until there is a cofn/,jre-' 
.tensive ..solution 
refogee issue. 

— - Palestinians are suffer- 
ing. They urgently require 
our economic and bui-nani- 
tarian assistance compre- 
hensively in tbe five 
provinces of UNRWA. ■, 

Although the Jordanian 
government provides ' the 
can^s witii water, electrici- 
ty and other services, our 
infrastructure facilities are 
often inadequate. As I men- 
tioned, we host about 4-0 per 
cent of all regi^nered 
Palestinian refogees. The 
Report of the Inierntitional 
Mission points out that “it is 
estimated that the Jordanian 
government contributes 
about $300 million peri year, 
io one form or another, to 
the Palestinian refugees”. 
S300 tnilUon per year. Mny I 
ask the distinguished repre- 
sentatives of govenimeots 
of Ibis host and dooor coun- 
tries’ meeting which gov- 
ernment contributed the 
equivalent of $300 maUion 
per year over tbe past sever- 
al years for tbe (fistress^ 
Palestinian people? This 
contribution includes the 

In this regard, Mr. Hansen 
said; ''Wc are underge^ing 
massive changes in the 
environment and we have to 
respond to these changes. We 
need to have .n vision." 

During the two-day 
meeting. 24 speakers are 
scheduled to addrc.^s the 


"There are Mill many areas 
of cooperation that need to be 
explored between the two 
countries." added Mr. 
Janzouri. 

The two prime ministers, 
the Egypiiiin delegation that 
accompanied Mr. Janzouri to 
the joint committee meeting 
.and several Jordanian 
ministers and ofilctals left for 
Cairo after the press 
conference to join His 
Majesty King Hussein, who 
arrived there from Germany 
for talks with President Hosni 
Mubarak {see separate 
story). 

In their comments at the 
press conferenee Mr. Janzouri 
and Mr. Kahariii indicated 
that there was no fundamental 
difference in the positions of 
Jordan and Egypt on issues of 
vital importance to the 


payment of the rent of tbe 
camps, land, the cost of edu- 
cation of refogee students at 
government schools (above 
tbe 10th grade), in^irove- 
ments in infiastnictuie facil- 
ities in tbe camps as well as 
the provision of medical 
care in government hospi- 
tals. 

There are 202 UNRWA 
schools in Joidan serving 
150,000 students up to tbe 
10th grade only. Ninety 
three per cent of these 
schools are osed on a dou- 
ble-shift basis. About 24 per 
cent of these schools are 
utilising unsatisfactory rent- 
ed premises. UNRWA pro- 
vides its health services 
through a oetwoiic of 22 
: health centres. Although 
these services were 
improved, the daily nnmhgr 
of medical consultations is 
<niU too high, averaging 105 
consultations per doctex*. 


political economy. 

Id 1995, the Intemational 
Monetary Fund's report 
refieiied to my conn^, 
among odieis in tbe region 
(includiDg Egypt, Moroc^ 
. Mauritania, Tunisia and 
Israel) as having imple- 
mented most or less sus- 
tained macro-economic pol- 
■ icy reftffms in recent years 
foensing on fiscal adjust- 
ment supported by a tight 
monet^ policy. These 
coantries, the IMF report 
meotioos, nwie headway in 
reducing their bu^et 
deficits, briegibg down tiieir 
inflation rates md inqirov- 
ing their external perfor- 
mance. 

All these statistics mean 
something to tbe man swvt 
woman in the streets, in onr 
towns iud in our villages 
tud in the refogee camps. 
Generally they mean eco- 
nomic austerity. When Mr. 


^^The unification of the East and 
West Banks of Jordan has provid- 
ed the refugees and their descen- 
dants with equal rights and oblig- 
ations which incline, but are not 
limited tOy employmenty owner- 
shipy investment, business and 
other facets of economic and 
social Ufe. Hence, it has become 
very difficult to distinguish 
between the characteristics of the 
two main components of 
Jordanian society 


I make these points 
because I believe that the 
essence of this meeting is 
substance. Jordan has 
remained a close partner 
with UNRWA in supplying 
refogees . with need^ ser- 
yice§. jn paragraph 28 of 
your 19W‘ report, the 
UNRWA commissioner- 
general summarised this 
partnership in a few words. 
The paragraph reads: “In 
Jordan, tbe Agency’s rela- 
tionship with the govero- 
ment remained excellent. 
The support of the goveiih 
ment was pivotal to the suc- 
cess of the agency pro- 
grammes. The services 
which tbe government itself 
provided to Palestinian 
refugees in (be conntiy — 
about 40 per cent of (he total 
number of refugees regis- 
tered with UNRWA and tbe 
largest refugee population 
anywhere — were critical to 
the well-being of the 
refugees and their sense of 
relative social and economic 
stability and security.” 

We have spared no effort 
to offer the kind of services 
mentioned in tbe UNRWA 
report, to adopt stnictural 
adjustment and refonns to 
liberalise the economy and 
to take necessary steps 
towards balancing our bud- 
get, over and above address- 
ing the lequirenseDts of 

gathering. Two separate 
working groups on 
Wednesday 'dealt with 
harmonisation and financing 
respectively. The agency's 
budget deficit, which reached 
S8 million by the end of the 
1994-95 fiscal year, was 
expected to top the agenda. 


Wolfensoho of tbe World 
Bank visited Jordan, he 
referred to reporting on 
Jordan in Worid Bank terms 
as “pure vamlla”. I did not 
come here -to. -read ..^ure, 
vanilla”. .1 p«me here to 
pomt out that I'um perfectly 
aware of an extren^y. coo- 
troverrial, delicate and sen- 
sitive transitioD in refugee 
aflaiis ^d refogee lives. We 
find it extremely difficult to 
balance such refonns and 
structural adjustments while 
meeting the obligations of 
supporting UNRWA’s bud- 
get Perhaps a reversal is 
more in order. Perhaps 
UNRWA sht^d be empow- 
ered CO assume its own 
responsibilities towards 
refugees, which places more 
emphasis on the role of 
donor countries in suj^xnt- 
ing UNRWA's budget 
In tbe p^ce process, and 
in particular io tbe 
Joidaman-Iscaeli tradr, tbe 
question of refogees occu- 
pies a central plaire. Both in 
bila^al as w^ as in multi- 
lateral oegotiatioDS, Jordan 
has played an active role, 
not least of all in the 
Multilateral Woikiog Group 
on Refogees. I know of two 
universities in tbe wodd that 
sn^OTt refugee studies 
using that wo^ that tenn, 
“refugee” dearly — one is 
Ywk University in Canada, 

Iraq says 

(CoD tiaae d fhun page 1) 
succeed based on protecting 
its sovereignty, national unity 
and its people’s dignity,” the 
cabinet s«ud. 

”But if there is continued 


the host of the Refugee 
Working Group and the 
other is tbe Refogee Studies 
Prograi^e at Oxford 
Universi^ where I have had 
the privilege of s u pport in g 
that partic^ar eminent ini- 
tiative. We stated in the 
Treaty of Peace with Israel 
the princai^es fex tbe resolu- 
tion of tbe problem. In deal- 
ing with r^gees and dis- 
placed peisons, we recog- 
nise both tbe magninid^ and 

the hnfnan di mention Of the 

problem. In everything we 
have read and brard today 
about the final status talks 
over the next three years I 
have not expect^ to hear 
reference with this clarity to 
the question of refugees. It 
is for that reason that 1 state 
once again and publicly 
today that the capacity of 
tbe governments of Joidan 
and, if 1 may, the govern- 
ment of Egypt to supptxt the 
ancillary role of the host 
country and the donor coun- 
try and, maybe it is not 
expected of me to say tins at 
this time, tbe capacity'of tbe 
host countries, includiog the 
Lebanon and Syria, would 
be severely consoained if 
the issue of conqireheosive- 
ness of addressing the 
refogee question, tbe 
Palestiman questitxi in its 
refogee component, is 
reduced or diluted or 
changed. The question 
remains: Is there a human 
content to peace building, is 
there a h uman emtent to 
security? We need multilat- 
eral meetings to bring about 
a balance between tte prin- 
ciples of a just and perma- 
nent solution of tbe refogee 
problem and the need for 
alleviating tbe suffering and 
tbe improvement of hving 
conditions in various host 
countries, but without ]»eju- 
dice to the rights to which 
tbe refogees are entitled 
.under the rules of interna-- 
tiocal law. 

Lpcidly. UNRWA and tbe 
U.N. agencies were able 
eventnaJly to join the 
Multilate^ Woiking Group 
and its role has been recog- 
nised both in the plenary 
meetings and in tbe interses- 
sional seminars. FoUowiDg 
tbe agreements between 
Israel and the PLO and the 
treaty between Joidan and • 
Israel, UNRWA re^nded 
by piepai^ a preliminary 
identification of projects to 
participate oa a fsoject basis 
in its own way in tbe pro- 
motion of peace. On 
October 6, 1993, at the 
meeting of tbe advisory 
commission, tbe agency for- 
mally launched the peace 
implft mffnrari nn programiDe 
(fW). It stated ttet during 
tbe interim period it would 
strive to meet tbe 
Palestinian request for assis- 
tance and priorities to tbe 
extent that the inteniationa] 
community provides tbe 
financial hapkmg This pro- 
gramme has been met with 
positive reqxiases from tbe 
donors and is not limited to 
tbe West Bank and Gaza. It ’ 

American and British in- 
terference in these talks, the 
United States and Britain will 
assume responsibility for 
their hulure,” it said. 

‘The interference amounts 
to illegal behaviour and con- 
tains malicious political 
goals,” the cabinet said. 

The cabinet hailed to stand 


also inchides the host coun- 
tries of Syria, Lebanon and 
Jordan. 

There is uncertainty today 
concerning the possible out- 
come of a fin^ settlement 
(the iflikfi for which have 
started in Taba between 
Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority). Refogees are 
bewildered and tb^ do not 
know what tbe future has in 
store for them. Uncertainty, 
with ail due respect, Mr. 
Chairman, also surrounds 
the fate of the UNRWA 

Tnanriatf> aS an agCDCy Ibai 

represents the intematiODal 
commnnity in shouldering 
the reroonsibility towards 
the folmmeot of the needs 
of Palestinian refogees. 
Althou^ in tbe short-term 
the level of uncertainty 
about its mandate was 
reduced when it was extend- 
ed for three years at our last 
meeting here in Amm an, 
this extension is too short 
for any reasonable agenda 
for tbe implemeDtatioD of a 
complex programme of 
return, compensation, reba- 
bilitatioo, absorption and 
other mutually agreed and 
internationally supported 
measures witfon the frame- 
work of a just and perma- | 
nent solution. Every party 
involved wishes to arrive at j 
a comprehensive solution , 
within a short period of ; 
time. But the complex j 
nature of the problems of , 
tbe displaced and of the , 
refugees requires the i 
patience, the goodwill and a 
sense of -fairness inherent in ^ 
the international ethic and 
tbe United Nations ethic to \ 
arrive at a resolution equi- ' 
table to all. 

Awaiting such a resolu- I 
tion, efforts of the interna- ’ 
tional community must 1 
focus on the three dimen- 1 
sions of tbe issue witii new I 
terms of reference for < 
UNRWA or for ,any UJ4. > 
agency. These dimensions < 
must include tbe human, tbe I 
pbyrical, as well as tbe eco- ' 
nomic, and must start now, ] 
witbont prejudice to tbe ^ 
political rights of the \ 
Palestinians that are still in ^ 
the process of negotiation. ] 

Stating the above clearly i 
indicates that the negotia- j 
dons so far have not arrived ] 
at solutions or at distin- j 
guishing a paradigm for us | 
^ to coDtribure to. It is very ] 
difficult for me to be ^le to j 
stand here and to of ‘ 
continually contriboting to i 
all diis country has done 
withont a clear understand- . 
iog of the con^rebensive 
nature of tbe issue of the I 
five provinces and of tbe j 
conqnebensive role of bbst * 
and dooor countries. It is a ^ 
question of national prioriy, ^ 
indeed of national security 
for my country to point very ^ 
cleariy to tbe importance of ^ 
developing a cle^y defined 
roadmap. A decrease in i 
UNRWA's provision of ser- i 
vices can only backfire on ( 
tbe peace process itself if it t 
is to come in the momhs < 
abeacL i 

of the other 13 members of 
the U.N. Security Council, 
“which condemned tbe 
American and British in- 
terference and their be- 
haviour against the aims and 
charter the United Na- 
tions.” 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros; Ghali saidon Mon- 


Jordan, Egypt sign agreements 


Arabs, such as ihe Palestinian 
- i.ssue and the situation in Iraq. 

The Egyptian premier said 
his country, "despite the 10 
years of boycott" by Arab 
countries after it signed a 
separate peace treaty with 
Israel in 1978, "was never 
away from Arab causes and 
interests." 

He said Egypt was the first 
Arab country to condemn the 
recent Israeli assault oo 
Lebanon and to call for an 
immediate end to the Jewish 
Slate's blitz and the 
impiememaiion of United 
Nations Security Council 
Resolution 42S. 

Mr. Kabariii said Jordan 
and Egypt were "commined to 
ensuring that the peace 
process between Israel and 
ihc Palestinians arrives at a 
satisfactory settle- 


(Contimed from page 1) 

■ment. ..because the 
Palestinian issue is the crux 
of the Middle East conflicL" 
The Egyptian premier said 
a meeting of King Hussein. 
Egyptian President Mubarak 
and Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat would take 
place soon and it would be a 
"message to all those within 
and outside the region that 
the main l»ue for the past 50 
years is the Palestinian 


Mr. Kabariti said the final 
status negotiations which the 
Palestine Liberation 
Organisation and Israel 
launched this week were 
arduous and difficult and could 
be prolonged, bat the Arabs, 
had a responsitnlity u>' ensure 
that the process is successful. 

”We hope to coordinate 


' efforts for Arab and iniema- 
tional support for the 
Palestinian negotiators to 
shorten the period and to 
overcome obstacles so that 
an agreement could be reached 
soon to allow the Palestinian 
(National) Authority to ad- 
vance from its current status 
to a stale with Jerusalem as 
its capital." said Mr.Kabariti. 

Mr. Janzouri said Jordan 
and Egypt had identical views 
on many other political 
issues, including the "need to 
right terrorism in all its 
forms and to make the Middle 
.'East region free of weapons 
of mass destruction." 

On Iraq, Mr. Janzouri said 
Egypt, like Jordan, was 
seeking to help alleviate the 
suffering of the Iraqi people 
as a result of the sweeping 


trade sanctions imposed on 
their country in 1990 but that 
Cairo opposed any effort to 
divide Iraq. 

"Any change (of regime) 
in Iraq is an issue that con- 
cerns the Iraqi people only 
and no country should 
intervene in it." he said in 
reply to another question. 

Answering questions on 
other issues, Mf. Kabariii I 
said it was natural that the 
European Union (EU) seeks a 
larger role in the Middle East 
peace process in view of its 
strategic interests. 

"The role of the European 
Union should not be limited 
to economic assistance," he 
said. The EU should play a 
larger role to help ihe Middle 
East "enter an era of 
•stability." 


Tbe administrative 
changes, which I refeiFed to 
io my opening remarks, that 
if UNRWA’s operations 
transferred from HQ in 
Vienna to Gaza, were for us 
and still remain a source of 
hope that tbe regional 
understanding of tbe region- 
al dimension of tfos issue 
will be brought home effec- 
tively to all those con- 
cerned. We hope that this 
shifr is not regarded in terms 
of purely internal U pri- 
orities. We hope that this 
move will not jeopardise the 
essential mandate of 
UNRWA as an agency in the 
service of Palestinian 
refiigees wherever they 
r^ide. 

At present, efforts are 
being exerted to promote 
prospects for new opportu- 
nities in the area. President 
Arafat refers to Jordan as 
the Palestinian twin. It is in 
the spirit of our twin inter- 
ests, and by “interest” 1 
define the public good of 
Palestinian refogees, that I 
have spoken with this can- 
dour a^ with this objectivi- 
ty. It is governments, with 
all due respect, who are 
planning and undertaking 
steps in order to promote 
investments, domestic and 
foreign, and to encourage 
joint ventures. Whai is 
envisaged is supposed to 
create new jobs, reduce the 
rate of unemployment and 
hence of poverty, without 
discrimination. 

We believe in reinforcing 
tbe implementation of this 
vision. We hope that 
UNRWA can develop a 
planned time horizon and 
scope that can cope with 
peace building and the 
peace building era without 
prejudice to the resrauiion 
of the demographic compo- 
nent of the conflict, Human 
development resources must 
be given- a priority uiider 
wbicbever name, whether 
politically correct or other- 
wise; we must empower 
men and women to cope 
with the accelerated 
progress of the modern age 
which forms a cornerstone 
for alleviating unemploy- 
ment Backing and support 
are a must for such planning 
to be DDdeitakeo by 
UNRWA, and coordination 
amongst us all is vital. 
Assistance to UNRWA must 
be in harmony with the 
overall vision of a better 
future for the people of this 
region. UNRWA has 
Jordan's support, in the 
hope that meanwhile, con- 
crete steps are undertakeo to 
resolve tbe refogee problem 
in a mann er that meets their 
expectations and compen- 
sates for their suffering. 

Stability in our region 
requires all of us to cooper- 
ate to give UNRWA, the 
countries of the region and 
foe Palestinian refugees a 
chance to enjoy peace and 
its dividend. 

f day he was ti3ing to reconcile 
. two concepts in resolution: 

> tbe strict control of distribut- 
ing the humanitarian goods 

■ and language on Iraq's 
I soverei^ty and territorial in- ' 
• tegrity. 

Iraq has insisted that the 
I United Nations use a draft 

■ accord reached on April 10. 

’ during a third round of talks. 

but the text later was exten- 
sively changed with proposals 
submitted by the United 
States and Britain. 

Diplomats, however, said 
it was unlikely thgt U.N. 
negotiator Hans Coreil could, 
discard the U.N. -British 
proposals and go back to an 
earlier draft text. Whether 
the fourth round of oil-for- 
Jood talks to be held this year 
will conclude mth a deal ref 
mains in question. 

“1 believe it b our task now 
to unscramble a memoran- 
dum. which was crushed by 
I America and Britain. I don't 
' know whether we will ever be 
able to do that, but we will 
give it our best,” Mr. A.nbari 
said. 

Although the last round of 
talks in April lasted more 
than two weeks, the current 
session is expected to be 
shorter. Dr. Ghali is due to 
arrive in Moscow on May iS 
and Mr. Anbari said he ex- 
pected the talks to end before 
then. 




8 Economy 


Omani five-year plan 
to lure $18.4 billion 


A.BU DHABI <AEP) — Oman 
expects Us new five-year 
development plan to attract 
7.086 billion riyals (SlS.4 
billion ) in investment in oil. 
gas and other sectors; an 
*Omani official said 
Wednesday. 

"According to projections 
for the 1996-2000 
development plan, the total 
public and private investment 
will reach 7.0S6 billion 
Omani riyals,” said 
Mohammad A1 Khusaibi. 
secretary general of the 
naiional economy ministry. 

He said national io- 
veslments were forecast at 
around 4.79 billion riyals 
(SI2.4S billion) and foreign 
capital, covering both direct 
and indirect investment, af 
1.4 billion riyals (3.64 
billion ). 

The rest will be provided 
through foreign loans, which 
are expected to reach a total 
of 1.28 billion riyals (S3.3 
billion ). he added. 

Mr. Khusaibi said the 
invesimem would cover a $7 
billion gas liquefaction 
project, development of the 
oil sector and ocher fields. 

Oman, a non-OPEC oil' 
producer with an output of 
'around 850.000 barrels per 
day. approved its fifth 
'development plant in 
January. Officials said the 
plan would give priority to 
reforms and development of 
the non-oil sector. 

Spending through thq 
plan was projected at 10.09 


billion riyals (S26.23 
billion) compared with 10.8 
billion riyals (S28 billion) in 
the previous plan. The cut in 
expenditure slashed the 
budget deficit to SI. 39 
billion from SS.82 billion . 

Like other Arab Gulf oil 
producers. Oman has been 
involved in reforms, 
including privatisation, to 
cushion the •impact of weak 
crude prices and tackle 
deficits in its budget and 
balances of payments. It has 
also been forced to borrow 
from the local and foreign 
markets to finance reforms. 


Mr. Khusaibi put Oman's 
external debt at around 1.45 
billion riyals (S3.77 billion 
).. But he said the gov- 
ernment was committed to its 
policy not to exceed a loan 
ceiling of l.S billion riyals 
(S3.9 billion). 


"Such a loan ceiling for 
(he fifth development plan 
will not be exceeded ... for 
example, the loans expected 
to be received this year ac- 
cording to the plan will be 
around 277 million riyals 
(S720.2 million 1 but those 
expected to be paid are also 
277 million riyals,” he said. 


Oman expects $29 
billion in LNG income 


Oman expects to earn 
nearly S29 billion from sales 
of liquified natural gas from' 
its first LNG project, an 
Omani official said in 


Cash-strapped Arab League creates 
commission to push for dues 


CAIRO (AFP) — The cash- 
strapped Arab League created 
a commission Tuesday to 
press delinquent member 
countries to help pay the or- 
ganisation’s deficit, totalling 
over SUO million. 

The head of the league 
financial department 
Mohammad Al Sayi»] said the 
league's permanent delegates 
decided , to create the 
commission, which will 
consist of three member- 
nation foreign ministers, not 
yet decided. 

The commission will 
"make contacts with member 
nations who have not settled 
their yearly dues” with the 
pan-Arab organisation. Mr. 
Sayed said. 


The delegates held 
Tuesday a third day. of 
meetings called to prepare for 
an emergency league session' 
on June 9 to ex^ne the 
deficit which is expected to 
reach SI 14.8 million this 
year. 

The delegates backed a 
number of proposals, in- 
cluding "a freeae in new 
hiring and in the activities of 
some representation offices 
abroad." Mr. Sayed said, 
adding the league would not 
fire any employees reduce 
salaries. 

The talks were continuing 
Wednesday because some 
league mexnbera have disputed 
the total amount of past dues 
they owe. he said 


The league said in March It 
expected a S8.8 million 
decifit in its ^ual bqdget. 

The organisation is 
already in arrears from previ- 
ous years to the tune of $106 
million, due to the failure by: 
most of the league's 22 
members to pay, 

Syria, Saudi Arabia. 
Jordan. Egypt, Qatar. Oman 
and the Unit^ Arab Emuates 
have all paid up for 1996. 
while Kuwait, Algeria and 
Libya have paid part of their 
dues. 

The deficit prevented the 
league -from paying its 
employees salaries for the 
last three months of 199S and 
has already forced the closure 
of several offices abroad 


THE Daily Crossword byj»H»B»rick 


ACROSS 
1 Cre^and 
calling 
6 Shoo! 

10 Extinct bird 

13 Woodwinds 

14 One of a flight 

15 Small cobra 

16 Vegatablo 
preparation 

1 8 Severely sharp 
cold 

19 Ogled 

20 Writer Ephron 

21 One of the 
Fords 

23 N.Y.'s — Island 

25 Unearthly 

26 Assume 
29 Spheres 

^ Otherwise called 
33 Covetousness 

36 Part of Eur. 

37 IGri Te Kanawa. 

' (or one 

40 — Maria 
42 Well-liked 
44 proprietor 

46 Mimics 

47 Holdfast 

48 Climb a rope 
51 Far from dense 
54 Freight 

56 Facilitate 

57 Lht. abbr. 

61 Make inquiry 

62 Things bought 
and sold 

65 Itinerary: abbr. 

66 "Who's Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf?" 
playwright 

67 Worn out 

68 Nounshed 

69 Sunburns 

70 Disco'vef 


lie HI 112 


I2S 127 128 


129 130 131 


I4S 149 ISO 


|S1 IS2 (S3 


157 158 159 ISO 


0 1996 Tremt Swmcm. Ine. 
AllniBnBrts«rv«d. 


Ycrtar de y*s 


sohned 


lEIRISIE 


iC^AlE 


BQQQSQQQI 


9 Bring to bay 

10 Cleric's house 

1 1 Willow used in 
basketry 

12 Put on 
14 Blemish 
17 — even keel 
22 Lucy’s husband 
24 Even chance 

26 Spigot 

27 Drooping on one 
Side 

28 Metric weight 

30 Conducted 

31 Ponders moodily |lG!0|B|S10|FiG|0 
33 0pp. of dep. 


□ aQaaB qdqi 

□ □□□&□ □□□! 
DQQBQQDQai 

nn DQii □ooQj 


R1A|F 


□DQ QllD 

HQ Pinnn 

D bEI BBD BQI 




remarks published 
Wednesday. 

Around $12.4 billion 
will come from the upstream 
part of the project, involving 
production and suj^ly of gas 
to the plant in the port of Sur, 
said Salim Ibn Shaaban. oil 
ministry undersecretary. 

The rest will be generued 
from the export of six 
million tonnes of LNG 
annually during the projea's 
20-year period, he told local 
newspapers. 

Mr. Shaaban said the 
upstream project was fully 
owned by the government 
while the second part was a 
joint venture with foreign 
partners. 

The project. Oman's first 
LNG industry, will cost 
around $7 billion and is 
expected to be commissioned 
in 2000. 

"The engineering con- 
tract, including -the supply of 
equipment, will be awarded in 
September,” Mr. Shaaban | 
said. I 

Oman, a Gulf oil producer | 
outside OPEC, has signed a 
long-term contract with 
South Korea to supply it with 
four million tonnes of LNG 
per year. It is also 
negotiating similar deals 
with Japan, Tsuwan and other 
countries. 

The LNG project was 
planned three years ago to tap 
the country's reserves of 
natural gas. estimated at 750 
billion cubic metres (25 
trillion cubic feet). 


OECD donors set 
new goals for 
development aid 


forecast for F RIDAY, MAY 10, 1996 

ARIES; Otob 2i to Ai^fl 19)"S^ out old« 
tod;^ whose ideas are diffeicnt ^ yoms awL^ « 
som^fatiig worthwhile for you. Uto ^ 

gamer the inJbrmatiOD yon need For an important new 

projecL 


lAIEIRUlTiE 


DOWN 

1 Shelter tor birds 

2 It’s — T 

3 City on the Tiber 

4 Salt lake near 
Israel 

5 Jet letters 

6 (3ape 

7 Famed lover 

8 Island 


34 Woody stem 

35 At any time 

38 Cry at a buUTight 

39 Man in the street 
41 Before 

43 Sharp pain 

45 Coax 

47 Neighborhood 

46 Babushka 

49 Dispatch 

50 Annoyed 


QQQIIQQIIEIB 

□B □□□ C3D 

HO Hraa 
BB QBQIIB uuu 
B OBBOB aSD 



52 Walks back and 59 Vast place 

forth 60 Season of 

53 Tervvs great penitence 

55 ~ Khayyam 63 Guidonian note 
58 At fuN 64 Xsmthippe, e.g. 


PARIS (APP) — Key Western 
donor countries and Japan set 
here Tuesday goals for 
development aid over the 
next [wo decades, based on 
the notion of a "global 
panHership" between donors 
and aid recipients. 

A high-level meeting of 
the OECD's Development 
Assistance Committee 
(DAQ, in what United States 
foreign aid chief Brian 
Atwood described as a 
"breakthrough”, adopted a 
series of six targets to be 
achieved by 2015. 

A report adopted by 
cooperation ministers and aid 
agency heads from 21 donor 
countries in the 26-nation 
Organization for Economic 
Cooperation And 
Development (OECD) as well 
as the European Union (EU) 
commission stressed the 
"self-interest” of developed 
nations in fostering 
prosperity in developing 
countries. 

"Development matters", 
but aid "will only work where 
there is a shared commitment 
of all the partners. Success 
takes 'time and sustained 
international and local 
effons,” it said. 


The document recognised 
the need to "sustain and 
increase" the volume of 
official development 
assistance (ODA) in order to 
"reverse the growing 
marginalisation of the poor." 
it said "domestic 
preoccupations" in donor 
countries - an allusion to 
widespread budget deficit- 
cutting - should not be 
allowed to "jeopardise the 
international development 
ePfoit.” 

The report said DAC 
ministers and aid agency 
heads were proposing "a 
global development 
partnership effort" with a set 
of "ambitious" goals which 
were achievable over the next 
two decades: 

— "A reduction by one-half 
in the proportion of people 
living in extreme poverty by ’ 
2015." 

~ "Universal primary 
education in all countries by 
2015." 


TAURUS: (April 20 TO. May 20) You are 

have a more abundant life at this tune, so plan it today mo 


yoor best ideas to woric qu«*ly. Later tonight a 
vledaeable individual will be able to help you on an 


• im portant new career activiQr. 

• GERfINI: (May 21 to June 21) A dynamic fellow asso^tc 
can do someminfi trice for y«i today since you have 
rendered a favour in the past, so acc^ 

you can go out on the town with your mate ano 
loved ones for some go^ times. 

MOON CmUHtEN: (June 22 to July 21) Do tbat 
MMnwiwgiy dnii Footine career activity efficiently aim 
gain fine benefits for the days ahew. 
•Later yon can receive some ^rital information 

coDoenriiig a new project from a bigwig. 

LEO: (July 22 to Aagast 21) Be happy at this time with toe 
one yon have bemi romancing for some time and show that 
you are devoted to him or her. Later toni^t you will 
receive from a bigwig toe necessary information n^ded for 
an in y ort an t project. 

VIRGO: (Avgust 22 to September 22) You have career 
activities to do at home to^y and complete them before 
ew aniiig awri then you wfll bc satisfied with what you have 
accomplidied. l.ater toni^t you cOn go out on the town 
with some dose friends. 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Eariy today make 
app ni ntrnMtc and keep them on time and yon will get good 
results thereby. Take time later tonight to close frien^ and 
lo^ ones fiM* some good times which you will receive in 
the days ahead. 


— "A reduction by two- 
thirds in the mortality rate for 
infants and children under a:^ 
five and a reduction by three- 
fourths in maternal mortality, 
all by 2015." 


SCORFIO: (October 23 to Noveniber 21) A project yon 
had put aside can today be picked up again and made 
profitable at tiiis time. Become more economical with 
expenses in your house and you can receive much praise by 
tb^ who dwell there. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FO RENT 

200 sq.m., ground floor, 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, salon and dining room, family room, 
garage central heating. 

Location: Gardens Str., near Al Sarawat 
restaurant 

Call HanI 681494 (11 a.m. - 9 p.m.) 


Expatriate German lady in charge of the 


SAGnTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Puisne 
that goal you had put aside and reach it successfully at this 
time to nuke your life eaaer. Socialise mto a bignig who 
has some qiedal career activity in mind for you whid will 
9 ve you mn^ success. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) By adding 
^tpli^on, yon can at tiris time rid yourself of some 
situation vtiiidi is very luniting. CJiannei your energies 
towards a new project whidi will give yon much success and 
some extra fhiids for the days ahead. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febnia^ 19) Although a 
friend usually takes too much of your time, listen carefolly 
to snggestions given you. They can be helpful at this time 
for yonr success on any career activities tdiicfa you are 
canrmitly involved in. 

PISCES: (Febroaiy 20 to March 20) Gain more prestige 
today by handling some public dnty well and hi^ier-ups 
be appredative. Avmd ovcnmendii^ on recreations 


German Protestant Congregation in Amman is I '._vrito your lo^ ones or you wffl find yourself ^thout funds 


looking for a decent two bedrooms apartment, 
villa or semi villa at a maximum of 3.000 JD 
per year. Area must be quite and telephone is 
essential (preferably West Amman) 

Please contact UNRWA Field Office. 

Fax ; 685476 P.O. Box 484 Amman 


for toe lean times. 
Birtbstmie of May: Emerald 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Hand Arnold and MDce Argirlon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to 
four ordinary wMdsl* 


Donl hold rrw (0 k. but 
,lf Rk tti» straeis 



BYBEA 



mHIOiB, IIMI SmkNMi kc. 
MHgMHHNnnd 


TCHEF 


never 

dniwers 


TEGOTH 


REPUPA 


WHAT THE FENC6- 
^TRAPPUING 
POLiriCIAN GOT 
AT THE POLL$. 


Now anange the cirded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


*1 don’t need to go on a diet 
I’m only fat when I look In the miiroii* 


Print ansvw hen : 


Ybaterd^ 


(Answers lomorrow] 

.Aimbles: DRYLY WEDGE TRAGIC NETHER 
Aeswer A smart beaver has a lot of this — 
‘GNAW’-LEDGE 


Peanuts 


^ I \/E OFTEN 
,UK)NDERED.. 


IN ALL YOUR UFE,UIHAT 
HAVE YOU DONE THAT YOU 
ARE MOST PROUD OF 7 


IN ALL MY LIFE, iVe 
® NEVER KISSED A CAT! 


Andy Capp 


e tsN Moe. 

Dm. W SAHCmM snSMUIONkl NORIH 
McnCASnncHE sc 


f VEWIB TTBN 
APgRTWTj 
V.MFOR V 
(Y0u,psr-; 




YCUCANTftUCEj 
>> IT*- B AD ^ 
1-BIT»WRITO4&] 
iSAemr 





rboNTWUTHINK fr 
WOULD BE EASIER TD 


HOLDVtJURi 
I AND MOV/E 
the BRUSH' 


roH ^ 
VEH, 
SURB! 


B^ITVWXJUJnt 
®|TalaugH 
vTHATV«.y/ . 




horoscope 


forecast fob THORS. 

day, may 9, 1996 « 


By Thomas S. P/ensofif 
Astrotoger. Carrolf Rightgr 
Foundatidn 


moon CBOUHtEN: (June 
22 to Jttfy 21) Deal with 
yonr fellow associates in a 
more businesslike fashion 
today and get bettm* results 
with them. Later today you 
will receive some important 
infoimation on a new pn^ 
ject which will ^ve you 
prestige and more money. 

LEO: (Joly 22 to August 
21) Gamer further in- 
formation with T^ard to 
career activities in vdridi 
you are ei^^ed in at tins 
time. Avoid heavy traffic 
while driving on the high- 
way and go out with some 
good friends for some good 
times. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Be with a 
cheerfui friend if you want 
to have a good time today 
and go to the ri^t places 
for recreation. Later 
tonight will be espedaUy 
for your loved ones by your 
career activities on a new 
project. 

UBRA: (Sqrtember 23 to 
October 22) Try to please 
all who dwell under your 
roof and show that you are 
devoted to thon. Purchase 
some new afq^tiances for 
your home today for your 
loved mate and he or she 
will be very much ^fpreda' 
tive of tire gesture. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Get into tiie 
same pleasures toefay which 
your fellow associates mi- 
joy and you wQi be appreci- 
ate more. Answer all let- 
ters which are presented 
you at dus time ^ any 
correspondence will be 
quite beneficial to your suc- 
cess. 


SAGnTARIUS: (Novem- 
ber 22 to December 21) 
You have a chance to gar- 
ner more of the fine 
of life today, so get bn^ 
and do so. ^ enthusiastic 
abwt some new career 
activity in vdiidi you are 
involved in at this rimm and 
^ can be very piosper- 


S^CORN: (December 
22 to Januaiy 20) Those 
Yriio understand your ambi- 
tKMts can at tlus time give 
you the boost you need in 
Rwh directions which win 
be very beneficial tiswards 
your success. Later tonight 
go out on the town with 
some close friends. 

AQUARIUS; (January 21 
to February 19) Sit down 
and figure out bow 
far you have gotten to- 

J2f*i*®**^ yow goib 

admires yon give 
you fine suggestions on a 
new project which will give 
you great success when von 
have completed the task. 

(February 20 to 
Try to decide 
whrrt of yonr friends 
^ yowsetf and 
^*tose who are merely usme 
^ ^ gain.^Latc? 
you can go out on 
^tovm with your loved 
and have a really grod 


of May: Emerald— 


JORDAN. 

TIMES 

TEL: 


^99634/684311 




.ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) Yonr intuitive petcep. 
dons should be wra com- 
bioed with your good ju^ 
meat today so that you can 
make'daily Foutines profit- 
able and you can be soo 
in toe ey^ of an 
important individnal in 
charge* 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 
2^ A may be necessary 
to^y in order to tie up 
some new deal in wlricfa 
yon have an interest, so 
don’t delay this or tiiere 
could be difficulty with a 
bigwig. Later tor^t go 
out on the town with your 
loved ones. 

nieMiWl: (May 21 to June 
21) Look to an e^qpert orga- 
niser fOT help today in get- 
ting your wbrkfly aftirs in 
fine order. A bigwig can te 
of assistance in the comple- 
tion of a new project wUefa 
will make you snooessfhl in 
the days ahead. 
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:T"ourism in Lebanon takes, beating in Israell-Hizbollah w£[r 

BCmlTT/Airm I«»kannn'e •'■TU^ ‘ ..... 
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BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanon's 
-post-war efforts to rebuild its 
f^tourisoi industry took a heavy 
beating during Israel's 
V opera^<>n Grapes of Wrath, 
f costing hotels alone SI 50 
(trillion , but operators are de- 
termined to overcome this 
new setback. 

Israel's April 11-27 
offensive delayed by nearly a 
mon0i the opening in Beirut 
of ;Horeca, a major fair 
devoted to the hotbl and 
restaurant industry, and forced 
hundreds of tourists and busi- 
nessmen to cancel trips to 
Lebanon. 

The tourism ministry was 
to reveal its master plan for' 
'the future of tourism in 
Lebanon at the fair but since 
it was delayed we don't know 
if the results will be 
jannounced." said Jumana 
'Salame of Horeca. 


"The military operation 
had a negative effect on 
tourism but I think that there 
is a strong Lebanese will to 
overcome and move ahead to 
restore our role as a prime 
tourist destination. We're 
still not there," she said. 

Pieirre Achlcar, president of 
the hotel syndicate in 
Lebanon, said "economic 
revival cannot live in the 
shadow of occupation" ~ a 
reference to 1,000 Israeli 
troops who have occupi^ a 
buffer zone in south Lebanon 
since 1985. . . 

Mr. Achkar estimated the 
losses for Lebanon's hotel' 
industry at some 100,000 
beds during the 16-day 
operation and SI SO millioa. 
He said tourism generated' 
$710 million in 199S. 

'The repercussions would', 
have been greater .if. the; 


aggression bad continued" he 
said, hailing the 

international efRoit that led to 
the April 27 U.S.-brokered 
ceasefire between Israei and 
Hizboliab. 

According to Mr. Achkar a 
group of 200 Rrencb tourists 
landed in Beirut airport just 
before the tnice went into ef- 
fect.T1iat means a lot. when 
200 people show faith in us. 
That can only help give us 
faith in ourselves," be said. 

"Things are picking up 
slowly but surely and the 
-Arabs, who have grown 
anrusiomed to die situation in 
'Lebanon, are retunrine." he 

added, 

Fft* RafR Gabrielian of the 
Sonar Travel Agency, the- 
Israeli onslaught cast a'-' 
shadow over tourism at all'> 
levels —.hotels, tour bus op- 
.erators, restaurants - for die. 


months of April. May and 
•June. 

"Our agency had 80 
cancellations for the month 
of May. We had expect^ 
tourists from France and • 
Greece. Armenians mostly.* 
The group was to attend the ; 
"Meron," a ceremony held' 
every seven or eight years 
during which oil is blessed 
and then distributed 
throughout the international 
Armenian Orthodox com- 
munity. 

Mr. Rafn said he tried to 
encourage the group to come * 
but was told: "They sdH don't . 
trust security in Lebanon." 

Nadim Safa, front officer 
manager at the Cavalier Hotel - 
in Beirut, which was a wa-' 
tering hole for the foreign 
press corps during Lebamm's 
1975-1990 civil war.^Mid it' 
was business as ususJ."We 


were fiitl up widi the press and 
had to turn back many 
journalists," Mr. Safa said. 

But the hotel also suffered 
1 00 cancellations from 
businessmen and tourists, 
mainly Eucopeans. 

"Nevertheless we're back 
in business, certainly not at 
1 00 per cent but let's say it's 
ground 40 to 50 per cent of 
our be said. 

Mr. Safa recalled one 
group of French tourists who 

narrowly escaped an Israeli 
helicopter attack on a bakery 
— it was hit IS miimtes after 
they had stopped there on 
their way back from the 
Isoutbem port of Sidon. 

"They freaJted out when 
they saw the pictures on 
television and the next day. a 
Sunday, they ail packed up 
and le^" Mr. Safa said. 

• "It's the same, each year at 


this time Israel carries out 
military operations ag ain st 
Lebanon to hurt the tourism 
season," he said. 

According to Lebanese 
economists, 2.4 million 
tourists visited Lebanon in 
1974, when the country 
boasted 569 hotels, most of 
which were subsequently de- 
stroyed or have become 
squats for refugees. 

Tourism ministry figures 
for 1995 put the number of 
hotels at 218 with 350,000 
tourists visiting Lebanon, 
contributing 12 per cent of 
the gross national producL 

On May f the U.S. 
Marriott Hotel opened its 
doors as planned in southern 
Beirut, becoming the First 
new five-star hotel to open in 
(he war-battered Lebanese 
capital since the end of the 
civil conflict. 
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Egypt sells off first state 
company on stock market 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt 
privatised one of its biggest 
constniedoD rinns in the first 
near-complete sale of a state 
company on the stock ex- 
change, the head of the 
company told AFP 
Wednesday. 

Buying of the surprise 
«ock release closed ‘niesday- 
on the Cairo bourse after 
investors snapped up the full 
75 per cent allotment of’ 
shares in Medinet Nasr 
Construction, said head of the 
board Taher Maghrebi. 

"This is the first’ 
privatisation of a public ^ 
sector company on the stock • 
market" in Egypt's ambitious!* 
economic reform programme 
launched in 1991, Mr.. 
Maghrebi said. 

The sale, which opened 
Sunday, originally covered 
only 10 pc cent of shares, 
half of which were reserved; 
for the company's 650 ‘ 
employees. 

But investors bought up' 
all the shares within two 
hours of opening and "there 
was enough demand on the 
first day to cover nearly all. 
the company's shares," Mr.. 
Maghrebi said. 

So Prime Minister Kamal 
Al Ganzuri decided Monday to 
put the total 75 per cent on 
the market. Mr. Maghrebi 
said, adding, "if we had put 
100 per cent they would have 
all sold." 

The 400.000 shares sold 
valued 195 million Eyptian 
pounds ($57 million ). 
bought up by Egyptian in- 
vestors ' and foreigners 
through brokers, he said. 


"This ' shows the 
seriousness of the 
government in pursuing 
privatisation," he said. 

Medinet Nasr 
Construction, founded in 
1959 by then president 
GamaJ Abdul- Nasser, boilt the 
Cairo neighbouiho<^ of the 
same name, one of Nasser's' 
biggest urban expansion 
projects in the Egyptian 
capital. 

Egypt has sold off only 24 
of 314 publie-secto'n 
companies since it began its 
privatisation plan in 1991. 

Only three companies 
have been completely pri-. 
vatised — the Pepsi Cola and . 
Coca Cola bottling finns and 
a small mechanics company 

— which were sold in 1993 
through negotiations with 
private investors. 

In January the government 
announced a plan to sell off 
another 14 companies 
completely and 46 others par- 
tially. most of them through 
the stock market 

Its privatization plan in 
1991. 

Only three companies 
have been completely pri- 
vaiiMsd — the Pepsi Cola and 
Coca-Cola bottling firms and 
a small mechanics company 

— which were sold in 1993 
through negotiations with 
private investors. 

In January the govenunent 
announced a plan to sell off 
another 14 companies 
completely and 46 others par- 
tially, most of them through 
the stock market. 


JORDAN TIMES 
TEL: 699634/684311 



DA J AMI 

^4^ JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold ; Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shppsrr^ 
eth circle, Amman 


f 


iu« 

H- 

!iiJ 

JV* 


1 V 
•l»b 
.-mf 





Semi-Unfurnished 
Villa For Rent 

Location 91 Um Uthaina, 230 
sq.m., 3 bedrooms, large 
reception area, big garage, 
garden. 

For regional offices or 
tesidence. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel; 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 
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Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel. 695599 




RENTACAR 


3, Amra Hotel Commercial ^ 
^ Center Tel: 864721 4 
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Main office 

King Abdnllab (xankas 

Tel. 699420 



Govenunent tsj^es half of the sales 
income earned by the General 
Investment Company 

•ir ir NET PROFIT generated by the General Investment 
Cranpany last year amonnted to JD 1.43 milHiwi of which 
JD 510,990 wfl] be dutribnted to shareholders at a rate of 
15 per cent in accordance with tbe recommendatiott of the 
bo^ of d i rec to rs and die approval cf the general 
assemUy. Board Chairman Fou^ Abu Jaber told tiM» 
shareht^ders that the company was able to increase sales by 
six per cent to reach JD 6.25 million. Of this Nwio iinf jd 
6.25 mOfion. Of dds amoimt, JD 2.95 million or nearly half 
of the sales figoore, was taken by the government in the 
form oi sales tax and income tax anumnting to JD 2.16 
million and JD 791,600 le^ectively. In 1994, the amsomp- 
tioD fees (or sales tax paid on foe company’s prodnets) 
amonnted to JD 1.96 million. 

Dr. Abn Jaber add foe company has started prodnetion 
from a new and modem Hne bm^t from Germany’s Kxntz 
at a cost of JD2j million. Tbe shareholders equity stood at 
JD 7.4 mOKoa at foe end of 1995 (JD 6.58 niulion in 1994) 
(Al Aswiq). . . 

Government hikes prices offud oh 
asphalt 

irir A DECISION issued foe Minister of Su;^ly has set 
higher prices of petrolenm products used in generating 
etect rie power by companies whiA fuel for eleciiic- 
ity. Tbe higher prices, which were ordered based on a 
recommendation from foe minister of energy and mineal 
resources and an ^roval by the C^ndl of Ministers, 
ranged between an increase of 7.5 to 30.8 per cent. Fuel oil 
sold to the Jordan Electricity Authority and the Irbid 
District Electricity was raised by 17 per cent from JD 49 per 
tonne to JD 57.7 tonne. To all ocher consumers, the 
price of fnel oil was increased by 13.3 per cent from JD 64 
to JD 715 per tonne. Mces of asphalt were also hited as 
bulk asphah went up by 7.S cent from JD 60 to JD 64.5 

per tonne and barrels filled with asphlat carried a new tag 
of JD 85 per tonne, a 30.8 per cent rise over the previous 
price of JD 65. 

According to a government official, tbe new prices were 
necessaiy to achieve a balance between low local prices on 
one hand and tbe high prices of fbel oil on the international 
level. Moreover, he said, the prices were hiked to fulfill 
repeated demanfo by foe World Bank for increasing prices 
of electricity and petroleinn products wU^ have a direct 
relationship wifo industries and to have prices equivalent to 
the new electricity charges. The offic^ strongly denied 
that there is an intention to hike prices of diesel or gasoline, 
bm he hinted that prices of kerosene and butane gas are 
under study as they are extremely low compared to the 
import pifre (AJ Ra’i). 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates fw lead^ world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on foe London foreign exchange and bullion markets 
Thursday. 

One U.S. df JIar 


One sterling 
<3okl (ounce) 


1.3652/62 

Canadian dollar 

1.S202/I2 

Deutsehemarks 

1.6992/02 ; 

Dutch guilders 

1.2366f76 

Swiss fiimcs 

31.23/27 

Belgian francs 

5.143S/8S 

Frendi francs 

1559.7/1.2' 

Italian lire 

105.22/32 

Japanese, yen 

6.8160/60 

Swedish crowns 

6.5420/70 

Norwegian crowns 

S.867Q/20 

Danish crowns 

1.4045/55 

Singapore doHars' 

0.8004AI9 

Aus^ian dollars 

7.7355/65 

Hong Kong dollara 

$1.5140/50 


S394.8QG9SJ0 
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Bulls down Knicks; 


Utah romp past Spurs 





lUe 


OTCAGO 
0aDiaren 
IP tbe Ni 
jf^HOciation pUyo^ hai 
poipe dow to iftyphig them. 

IbfBcliad Jordan woied 28 
pefaB and Soottie Fippen 
aM 19 as ddcago pnllod 
in the fonrtfa quarter for 
• 91-80 victoiy over New 
York and a 2-0 led in dner 
tjacC-of-eeven Eaitem Con- 
fcinnce lemi^naL 
Xbe BoDs o u t B coied die 
10-0 m a two-minale, 
X 54 eoond span of die final 
^parter* P^pen scored five 
P ^hita in the nm and Odea- 
w inn ers of a record 72 


pghw^eaaon ^ames, re- 


olB. 


I unbeaten m tbe play- 


*<We made some big plays 
jonqi die stretdi,” Jordan 


gj M “D cg e nsiv ely we bdd 
thaoi stapiant in die last few 
oPputes. When it came dme 
IPr gs to siro h iq), we did it” 
' jortlan s«d be Mt no pain 
from bis sore back, wUch has 
laqidied treatmeots between 
■apes 

' In tbe nUit'S only other 
NBA piisroff game, vidting 
Utah fWMiftd San Antonio 
95-75 in dm opening nme of 
^air Western Coinerence 
agpii-Bnal. Karl Malone 
23 points. John Stodc- 
ign fi$d 13 points and 19 


CUeago's Dennii Rndman 
pttDed down 19 TdxMmdi and 
scored abt poiatt. Hie new 
author coot uni ed a tradition 
of plying off hb jers^ and di 
rawing n into the crawed 
aftmm game, toaring it to a 
talk show boat Itesoiy. 

Hm Bidls won game one 
91-84, with Jordan acoiing 44 
p o in t s . Oamee dnee and four 
are Sattnday and Sunday in 
New Yoifc, scheduled baefc- 
to-badt for televiskn net- 
woAs. m tdevinoo r ad iy 
are down for non-BnUs 
games but at record lii^ 
when Jordan and fab team- 
mates are diown. 

**lt favors ns,” Rodman 
said of ^ **We 

want to keep going. 1 don't 
waxK any time off. Pm real 
intense. 1 want to go out nd 

^^%trick Ewing scored 
I John Starks 


in 


23 
added 


points and John 
12 for New York, wfakh 


sooted only 21 po in ts in the 
fMnth quarter. Hm Kiridcs. 


have score d only a cmnbmed 
76 points in ^ two second 
halves Chicago. 

At San Antonio, Utah 
opened Inr Awriwatifig die 
Spurs, am dro p ped their 
udi homo t^qroff gs 
the past seven. Hie 
loss was San Antonio's worst 
since losmg 111-90 ast home 
to Houston in last year’s 

Western Conferesoe finals. 

“It was a ptab old- 
fuhioned 0^t}-kickiiig,” 
San Antonio ooadi Bob 
sakL "Noddng we eSd work- 
ed, I thon^ they pla^ 
mat and we (Bdn’t. <nve 
aem creefiL We have woA to 
do, but we win be bade." 

Retoraing Dream team 
Olympians Malone and 
Stoc k ton combined on a 19-d 
nm and Utah was 
never caught. Another US 
Olynqnan, David Rotunson, 
scored 28 points for the 
&mis, who best the Jazz in 
three ot four r^nlareeason 
meetings. 


FtayeffScMte 

Western Conference Semifinals 
IM 9S San AnIeMo 75 
mtak fends heshefeeven asrim l-fi) 
Eastern Conference semifinals 
Chfcage 91 New York M 


Reneberg, Wilander advance 


at U.S. clay court 


anijflHURST,Nordi Carolina (R)~ Despite 
h^g sl^dy travel weary, fourth seed 
ejBiay Ren cberg managed to survive a fiist- 
-Qiigj match against fdUow American Chris 
Woodmff b tbe U.S. day court diam- 
pjoftAlpa on Tuesday. 

^ Yhe 34tb-ranked Roieberg recovered from 
\ dbastrous second set to bm off Woodruff 

W. 

Rnaebera only arrived in PSnehnrst on 
]^ 4 ppday mipit Mcr flying from last week’s 
fogfumoent site in Atlanta to Qncago to 
Monday's wake for Hm Odhlaon, 
yiho di^ from brain cancer last Friday. 

**Obvioosly, diat meant a lot more to me 
frfaybw.” Reneb^ said of his sad 
jOBSoey to Qncago. ’ll was hard. I tbou^t 
hM ■ nice service. It was not easy for 


anyone. 

Monocc a n Karim Alaxm. who won hb first 
car eer tide last week in Atlanta, ran hb 
winniiv streak to six matdies with a 6-2, 6-3 
victoiy over American qualifier Mark Merk- 
lem. 

Abo jdnmg Reoeben in tiic second round 
was Swedish veteran Mats Wilander. Tbe 
former work! number one disposed Anstra- 
. Kan Sandon StoUe 64, 6-4 with tempeiaiuies 
dipping inn> tiie 60s (18 C). 

’’I hate this,” Wilander said. “Everything b 
heavy when it’s like ttib cool. The ball dies 
and the court b pretty dead,” complained 
Wilander. 

*Tm ;daying so^, but thb is the best 
confidence buuder, when you win a match 
you're not comfort a ble in.” 


Olympic torch goes out but quickly relit 


IBATTLE (R) — The etci^ 
gal flame rqiresenting the 
hopes and dreains of Olympic 
athletes around tbe worid 
blew out Tbesday on a wind- 


gwepc bridge crosan^ the 


dHirnmg waters of tbe Taco- 
ma narrows. 

Nearly 2,500 miles (4,000 
km) into its meandering 
cross-coontry U.S. journey, 
the torch carrying the flame 
went out when it feil out of a 
bolder on a bicyde crossing 
the mile-long (1.6 km) sus- 

f ension briifoe between 
iMoma and uig Harbour, 
Washington. 

Torch relay organben has- 
tened to epxlain that tbe 
Olympic flam itself, ignited 
on Mardi 30 in ^ympia, 


Greece, frtmi tbe rays of the 
sun. remained unbanned in a 
saf^ lantern, vdiere it b 
guarded 24 hours a day. 

“Hie particular flame of 
that torch went out but' that 
does not mean the Olympic 
flame per se went out,” aU 
Alexis Davis, a spokes- 
woman for the Adanta Com- 
mittee for the Olympic 
Games. 

A quick rekindling of tbe 
torch was possible because a 
caravan of vehicles and offi- 
dab — inducting the so- 
called mother flame — 
accompany the torch carriers 
atom tiicir route. 

**Hie mother flame b tbe 
true Olympic flame from 
whidi all tovefaes are lit cadi 


day,” Davb said. 

The re|]4acement tordi was 
put on * the back of a 
motorcycle for the remainder 
of the bridge crossing. 

Tbe tordi relay began the 
day in Olympa, Washington, 
and arriv^ ui Seattle aboard 
a ferry boat. 

After a 16-mile C26 km) 
run through the dty, tbe 
flanK was to end tbe (by at 
the Landmark Space Ne^le, 
wtudi was 10 be tra n sformed . 
into a torch itself widi a 
fireworks display ftom the 
top of the tower. 

Tbe U.S. portion of the 
torch relay began in Los 
Angeles on April 27 and b 
sdieduled to travel 15,000 
miles. 



Jan-Ove Waldner of Sweden throws hb 
paddle after be won the Table Tennb 
EnrrqieaD Championsliip title against hb 


oountymate JoeiYen Ptersson in Brati^ 
va, May 7 (Reuters Photo) 


Waldner wins European 


Tablib Tennis Championship 


BRATISLAVA (AFP) — 
Olympic Champion Jan-Ove 
W^dner staked hb claim for 
an Olympic gold in Atlanta, 
winning on Tuesday tbe only 
title to have eluded him in a 
iS-year career, the European . 
‘Championship. 

The 30-year-old Swede, 
who >vas gold medalUst at 
Barcelona, defeated hb old- 
est rival and closest col- 
league, Joigen Pi^rsson. 

The pair had already^ part- 
nered each other to win the 
team final here on Thursday. 

Their previous two world 
aignah confrontations had 
been shared at one apiece. 

Tuesday's final could have 
gone either way, with Wald- 
ner losing the first game then 
trailing 17-19 and 19-20 in the 
important third game with 
Peisson serving, before he 
trimphed 16-21, 21-15, 22-20, 
21-15. 

Uncharacteristically, it was 
the delicate precision of 
Waldner's return of serve 
that lead him to victory. 

The Swedish champion b 
better known for hb brilliant 


serve and follow-up. 

Persson has not won a big 
tittle for a long time because 
of a car acci^nt two years 
ago which injured ins back 
and kept him out of comped- ' 
tion. 

But against Waldner he 
proved that he b back to a 
standard which will make him 
a medal candidate at the 
Olympics. 

At one point Persson, pro- 
duced an astounding fore- 
hand which went around the 
net and rolled along the table 
to capture the first game. 

He also showed determina- 
tion in the deciding fourth 
game, fighting back from 3- 
10 down to reach 14-16 and 
remain in contention. 

At the end, Walflner's 
diaracteristically impassive 
face was converted into rare 
expressions of joy, as he tos- 
sed hb bat in the air and 
hugged hb cq)ponent. 

‘T have wait^ a long time,* 
so thb was good to win. It 
was also good to win because 
there are so many fine play- 
ers in tbe European Cham- 


pionships,” said Waldner. 

Persson bumouronsly 
countered: 'Tf be takes the 
Enrop^ title and I take the 
Olympics then it b OK. That 
b the only title 1 am missing^ 
so.rf we can mjke a deal.. * 


The womenT singles. was 
won by the toprseeded Ger- 
man, Nicole Struse. who 
triumphed 21-6, 21-18, 21-13 
against the . surprise finalist 
from Hungary Krisztine 
Toth. 


the 22-year-old from 
'Budapest beat the third- 
seeded China-born German 
defender lie Schopp in five 
games in the morning semi- 
final, but her left-hand^ 
looping style could mkke lit- 
•tle impression on the dose- 
to-the table bitting of Struse. 


In the women's event, tiie 
real final taken place in the 
mmter-final dash against the 
oina-born Lnxembour^an 
Ni Xia-Lian, which struse 
bad won 21-18 in the final 
game, before erupting in- 
tears of refief. 


Matthaeus ends 


interriationalcareer 


AXJ. VWX 

ncariy 16 and a 
wHtf has not played for Gemwny ance 

Championship 

S a day 

about hb place in the squad for Euro ^ m Engbnd. 

“Fve hadl^ood time rath the national te^. I w lwn>y 
said. “It’s a good deebion for both myself ana iserti 

of being selected for tbe finab . rnt*.«a 

'^former Bonissia MoenchengladbacJ 

ztonale Milan player won 19 more caps th^ 
aTFiunz Beck^ta^ and 

Germans when they won the World Cup in 1990. He also 

led the at the 1994 finab. ^ 

But Matthaeaus. who has neecW 
•Achilles tendon injury, knew be M 
regaining hb place at libero 

Nuttiibs Sammer who has been in superb form durmg the 

^r^Sdedsion to make and I *0“***^ 8 
deal about it,”fe said. “It was not influenced by other 

was tbe powerful dynamo behind Germany’s 
success in the last decade, playing in four Worl^^. At 
the 1994 finab he equalled a record number of 21 
appearances in tte most important wumament in the 

He- has never had the smooth, graceful image w 
1974-Worid Cup winning captain Bei^nbauw wnomadc 
evciytiung took so easy on and off the field m the 1960s and 
1970s. 
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EURO ’96 


Defenders will ignore 
Suker at their peril 


ZAGREB (R) — It was 
Davor Suker's two goab for 
Croatia wfakh famously sank 
Wdid Cup runners-^ Italy 
in 1994, cementing hb rqni- 
tation as a. “goalkeeper’s 
ni^itinaie” and earing Ik 
countiy towards quafifiatkm 
for Eiiio '96. 

A total of 12 goals in 10 
quali^hig games — the high- 
est of the entire qualification 
programme — nnmriined the 
left-footed striker's impoit- 
aiice to hb team and have 
helped explain Croatia's 
r^d emergence as a soccer 
power suite its independence 
from, federal Yugoslavia. 

Suker, b the national 
team’s top-scorer with 17 
goals in as many appear- 
ances, while he b still remem- 
bered in SeriUe as the man 
who edipsed Db^o Marado- 


na. 


When tbe controversial 
Argentme- arrived in Spain 
after a 15-montfa. baif for- 
coemne use while playing for 
Napoli, be was less ^in 
teroig' aBSuf 'IQs' teaii^te 
and suggested so the chib's 
directois they should buy 
another striker. 

. As it timied out, it was 
Maradona wfio left the club 
fira, allowing SnkezLto btos- 
sorii* m tiie Spanish t 
where be has twice finiriied 


as tbe season's second- 
faigbed scorer rince hb arriv- 
al in 1991. 

He duly moved to Real 
Madrid for S5 miUion 
January in a deal which took 
five players in the opposite 
direction, a reflection of hb . 
worth to hb new employers. 
He b a constant danger at set . 
pieces and, although he can_ 
riow and slu^jsh, b a 
master of two-touch football 
capable of striking from any 
range. 

He started at local dub 
Osijek.as tbe first in a line of 
goalscom from the same 
town wbicb would later in- 
dude Goran Vlaovk and Igor 
Cvitanoric, 

ToiSether with five other 
Ooatian players he first ex- 
celled on the Yugoslav team 
which won tbe world under- 
18 di^pionship in Chile in 
1987. 

• During a 1989-91 stint at 
- Dinamo Zagreb he estab- 
lished himself as an inevitaUe 
choice for every national', 
coadi winning the tof^'' 
scorer tide in bodi seasons, 
DOtdiing 34 goab in two sea- 
sons to prompt the call from 
Seville. 

Togedier with Zvonimir 
*- ^ban' and Robert Prorinedd 
he now forms the core of the 
national squad. 
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Athletics 


stop 

Indians 


OAKLAND (AP) Mark 
McGwire hit a three-run 
homer and Jason Giambi had 
four singles as the Athletics 
won their second strai^t 
against Oeveland, defeanng 
the Indians 8-4 Tuesday. 

McGwire, who singM in 
the go-ahead run Monday 


night as tbe A's rallied for a 
W vie 


victory over the Indians, 
hit hb fourth homer of the 
season in the third inning, a 
428-foot blast to center field. 

Giambi singed in the first, 
tiiird. fourth and sixth innings 
to rabe hb average to .342. 
He was intentionally walked 
in the ei^ih. Giambi scored 
in the mird on McGwire's 
homer and drove in a run in 
tbe fourth. 

Tbe A's got 11 hits off Orel 
Hershber (3-3), who allowed 
four rum in a 4 2-3 innings. 
Hcishiser bad won hb pre- 
vious three decisions. 

A's added four nms in 
the ei^ifa against relkver Ju- 
lian Tavarez. Ernie young hit 
hb first bomer of the season, 
niil Plantier had a fwo-nm 
double and Terry Stetnbedi 
had an RBI smt^. 

Yankees 12, Hgen 5: In New 
York, Ruben Serra drove in 
three runs in an eighi-nm 
sixth inning that carried New 
York past Detroit, giving the 
Yankees tbdr eighth win in 
nine games. 

With the Yankees trailing 
5<1, Sierra drove in tbe first 
run in the sixth with a sacri- 
fice fly off ITigers starter 



Reds 


overcome 


Dodgers 


Chfeage C^' Brian Denett breaks hb bat on 
a pitch off M dnfr ea l Expos’ s t ar l in g pit ch er 
Tnvo Mvarez during tUrd inMiig ariion a4 


Oiyni|dc Stadfann In Monfreal, May 7 (Renters 
photo) 


FeKpe Lira. Sierra later sing- 
led for two more nms cm 
Mike Myers, tbe- fourth De- 
troit pitdter in tbe inning. 

nneh-hitter Jim Leyritz 
bad a two-run single off Ran- 
dy Veres after reliever Rkfaie 
Lewb (1*2) walked tike only 
two Yankm be faced. New 
Ymk had six hits and ibiir 
walks di tbe hming, which 
sent tbe Tigers to 17tfa 
loss in 19 games and fifth in a 
row. 

After terra’s sacrifice fly. 
Joe Giranfi drew a base^ 
loaded walk to force borne 
the second run. and Leyritz 
followed with hb two-run 
single to tie tbe score S-S. 


Derek Jeter squeezed in 
another run with a bunt ang- 
le before an RBI single by 
Tim Raines and the two-run 
sin^ by Sierra completed 
tbe scoring. 


combined on a five-hitter and 
Danny TanabuU hit a two- 
run homer, leading Chicago 
over Baltimore. 

Fernandez (5-2) gave up 
five hits and walked three in 


CINCINNAH (AP) — Eric 
Anthony and Erie Davb bit 
consecutive homers m the 
12tfa inning Tuesday night,' 
gjving the Gndnnati R^ a 
3-2 victory over Los Angeles 
.shortly after the Dodgers 
learned that Brett Butler has 
throat cancer. 

Raul Mondesi’s sacrifice 
fly off Marcus Moore (3-2) 
had put the Dodgers ahead in 
the tq) of the 12th, but Todd 
Worrell (0-1) bad hb first 
major tenure of the year. 

Gndnnati has won four 
straight following a nine- 
game losing streak. 

Marlins 3, Mels 2: In Miami, 
Florida overcame the early 
departure of injured ace 
Kevin Brown and won de- 
spite strandinjs 14 runners. 

Brown bruued a leg just 
below hb right knee sriien he 
was hit by Jeff Kent's sharp 
grounder in the second in- 
ning. He toft after jntefaing 
tiuiM scoreless innings, but 
X-rays were negative, and 
Brown b expected to nmir<> 

. 1^ next sdieihitod start Sun- 
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ChfeagD Cabs* Brian Dorsett is tagged eat at Brtou \fr»^ - - " ''~~ 

b ea te fay Monheid Expos* catefaer Dniilu rM_ .. 8u iii^ Qlitti imrfiig action at 

neicber (left) on a M^s cholte °^J^»*“™foMonl«aL^7(Iteo^ 


MAJOR LEAGUE ROUNDUP 


Jim Medr (14). who pitdi- 
ed two-thinb of an inning in 
relief of starter Scott 
Kamieniecki, won hb first 
major-lei^ue decision. White 
Sox 3, Ortotos 2. 

In Qiicaro, Alex Fernan- 
dez and Roberto Hernandez 


eight innings to become the 
American Legw's third five- 
game winner, joining Geve- 
land's Dennb Martinez and 
New Yoik's Andy Pettitte. 
He strude out seven, includ- 
ing home nm leader Brady 
Anderson three times. 


day against Colorado. 

dub Hammond (2-5) fol- 
lowed Brown and aDow^ 
one run in three innings. 
Robb Nen pitdk two scoreless 
innings for hb sixth save. 

Jason Isringbansen (2p3) 
gave up three runs and 11 hits 


in seven innings. 

Expos 8, Cabs 3: In Mon- 
treal, Mobes Alon and F.P. 
SantMgelo hit two-run doo- 
Ues in a five-run seventh as 
Montreal won its fonrth 
strai|fat. 

Wth Montreal traflmg 3-2, ' 
Terry Adams (I-i) walked 
Andy Stanldew^ and’Mtf k 
Gni^lanek. kffke Lansing 
sacrificed against Doug 
Jones, Hrary Rodriguez was 
walked intentionally and 
AIou <toubtod for a 4-3 lead. 

David Segui walked and, 
one out later, Santangelo 
doubled it make it 6-3. Dave 


led home a run in the eighth. 
Ay«7, Mfes 5: fo pu. 

BagweB went 
homered twice 
« broke a 

ei^itfa-flinn^ tie with a 

tvH%:0at .sm^'. ' " 

;■ Bagwell bit an RBl-^te- 

•>«ner in the 

•2 added a solo shot u 

Ryan. He 
?as i 2 homers thb season 

“^^aweinthelnsttw,; 


n® in the 10th, ghrini 

®faves their fourth sh 
wm. 


; tetanic (2-1) re- 


oaners in 
David Justice 


• nn a >z 

Lany. 
against the 
mwsed the ball bf 


^^fi^^RoddesS: In Atlan- 
^Atia^ Tafljed for thm 
nms m tiiA — '_i- . . 


Silvestri fonowed with an tuns 

RBIsino.e.RnaHgnezsin*. U>pez"d.Mhe’^^^ 


. . — IOC pail 

“^. allowing justice to 
oomc all tbe way around to 
^ Brad 010^0-2) 
pitdied a scorel^ 10th. 

^ Can&nb 2: fa St. 
Matt WilUams and 
«arry BOiids honiieied as San 
stopped a fonr- 
fiame loshig streak. 








Sports 


5t» 

■5) 

iim, 

^■nct 

^10 

“ ihe 
fVd 
:itiu« 
and 
fPPv 

octi 

ham. 

‘Wo, 

‘Vcni 

incm 

-tHi 

anv'i 

di)^ 

aliQ 

atiK 
« •* 
Jnd^ 
SQk 

aiH'5 

i-Ail 

Ml 


« ol 
nmit 



Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, May 9-10, 1996 


Amman prepares to host Arab Cup Winners’ Cup 

’Exhausted’ Palestudau team plays Eaisali la Qualifier today 


By Aleen Baonayan 

Jordan Trines Staff Reponer 

AMMAN — Jordan Cup 
champions AI Faisali 
TbuRday meet Palestinian 
diampions Al Shurta in a 
match the winner of which 
will qualify to play in the 
7Ui Arab Cup ^nners* 
Cup Championship hosted 
by Al Wihdat Qub May 
13-22. 

As the two teams battle it 
out at Amman Stadium* 
oi^ising committee 

will have their hands 
fuli as teams start aniving 
in Amman Thursday while 
a coaches and referees cli- 
nk ^t under way with 30 
participants from seven 
Asian countries taking 
part 

While this will be Al 
Wihdat’s first time in the 
.Cup Winners* Cup. Al 
Ramtha were the to 
repmsent Jordan in the 
competition hosted mostly 
by Oulf Arab countries. Al 
I^isali have played in the 
competition three times 
and are looking ahead to a 
fourth time provide tiny 
win Thursday. 

Jordanian results in the 
past four Op Winoefs* Oq> 
participations have not 
been encouraging as Al 
Fais^i and Al Ramtha 
failed to score a single win 



Minister of State M ohamm ad Sweiiiid with partidpanis hi the ASF amiwftr for referees 

and have two draws and 11 championship notably General Walid Kurdi ex- 

Olym'pic 


defeats in total. 

As Amman gets ready to 
host one of the most impor- 
tant Arab soccer competi- 
tions, the eight competing 
teams have been divid^ 
into two groups. Group 1 
bidudes hosts Al 'V^boat, 
Al Mnharraq of BahninAl 
Riyad of Saudi Arabia, and 
Olympic Mcfyah of Al^ria. 
Group 2 includes AI Ittibad' 
of Qatar, Al Mawr^ of 
Sudu, Olympic Kbreibiceh 
of Morocco and the winner 
of the Faisali-Shurta 
match. 

All competing teams 
have never won the tide or 
even runner op position. 
Past chamirioiis e^tedally 
teams from Egypt and 
Tunisia are missing the 


Baidawi of 
Morocco, the cham- 
piondup record hoiders af- 
ter winning the title a re- 
cord three consecutive 
times. 

Hwdmel attends 
ASF UPmfaini- 

Meanwhile, Minister of 
State Mohaminad Hweimel 
Wednesday deputised for 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah Ben Al Hussein 
Chairman of the Jordan 
Soccer Federation (JS^ at 
the coaches seminar orga- 
nised by the Arab Soccer 
Federation (ASF) on foe 
sidelines of the cbam- 
pionship which starts Mon- 
<fey. 

ASF Deputy Secretary- 


pressed the federation*s 
appreciation of the efforts 
of Prince Abdallah, the JSF 
and all concerned with Al 
Widhat's hosting of the 
Arab Cup Winiwrs’ Cup. 
Mr. Kurd! noted that the 
ASF highly appreciated all 
efforts exert^ in making 
this Arab sports gathering a 
success. 

Attending FIFA official 


Heinz Marotzki stressed 
the impoi^oe of holding 
seminars in Jordan to de- 
velop the game. Jordan 
ranks I47th among 190 
countries on the FIFA list. 

Al Shurta team arrive afto* 
two-day jooniey 

Palestinian champions 
Shurta were the first team 
to arrive in Amman after a 
two-day journey. TTie team 
left the Gaza Strip Monday 
but were barred by Israeli 
police from passing the 
Beit Hannun (Erez) ^eck- 
point, prompting the de- 
legation to go to Al Arish 
through Ra^ from where 
the team travelled to 
Newebeh seaport for a 540 
kilometje journey to 
Aqaba. 

The team cancelled their 
scheduled practice 
Wednesday after {layers 
arrived exhausted iw their 
match against Al Faisali 
Thursday. 


CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD 


VENUE 
Jeddah 1990 
Dubai 1990 
Jeddah 1993 
Doha 1994 
Cairo 1995 
Tbnisia 1995 


champiDns 
M ala'b (Tunisia) 
Olympic (MoroccoJ 
Olympic (Morocco) 
Olympic (Morocco) 
Ahli (Egypt) 

Al Afriqi (Tunisia) 
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Bmssla Dortnnuid*s dtfdider' Juergen Kohler flies over 
Bayer Levcricnsen*8 steika* Rndi Vodler, In this combl na - 
tioD picture, during tbcar first division soccer May 7. 

Boressia Dratmiuid who wmi 2-0 and will stay first in foe 


league as an omNaaoit for Bayern Munich, Boms^' would 
bflve to give away four or five points in foie last two games 
not to win the German soccer champioastiip (Reuters 
V^nto) 


fsir 

. vs 
uni: 
hik 


Armstrong retains Tour Dupont lead 

BRISTOL, Tenn. (R) — " ' 


While Lance Armstong code 
stiatregically enough to re- 
' tain his. overall lead for the 
^ sixth day, Italian Federico 
'^^^onna gave the worid’s 
'"™^p-ranked cyding team its 
[ !l first stage win at foe Tour 
Dupont Tiiesday. 

i fir Colonna, 23, who rides for 
MAP&GB erf Italy, over- 
onf fook Canadian Steve Bauer 
ius with about 275 yards left in 
d t the seventh stage and claimed 
Wyd^lle to Bristol road 
’ race in four hours, 30 minutes 
land 34 seconds. 


“But I wanted to win the 
stage for Che team, so 1 was 
willing to take some 
chances.” 

. The top three finishecs, in 
a group of six, built as much 
as a 6:30 lead after 68 mile. 
But the field was able to cut 
the margin to 2:30 with about 
13 miles left. 

Armstrong, foe defending 
diamfnon who took the race 
lead May 2 , after winning tte 
second stage, finished 2^ in 
the .main field, 1:47 behind 
the top three. 

While riding in periodic 


finished in Virginia those 
who (hushed on the left side 
of foe street found them- 
selves across foe border in 
Tennessee. 

Armstrong was content to 
conserve his energy as the 
field faces the hardest stage 


of the 12-day event Wednes- 
day. 

In the 109.6-mile Bristol to 
Beech Mountain, N.C. road 
race, cyclists will challenge 
eight substantia] climbs, in- 
cluding a five-mile ascent to 
the finish. 


B . , rain, Armstrong kept his 

cOTtend^ in 

<rf mnd-p!ace finishes in- -Hlk 


dudes Paris-Roubaix. the 
CByin{»c road race and world 
chuQpioAships, was second 
in tto same time as Colonnal 

V. American Tyler Hamilton 
Ifih&bed the stage, raced in 
I wet and overcast conditions, 
l^id, also in the same time. 

'“I was frightened because 1 
[fell in the rain two days t^.*' 


dieck '^d slJUs leads French- 
man' Pascal. Henre by 2 xnv- 
nut^ S3 seconds with five 
stag^-of the l,22S-miTe race 
fereaiDing^ 

'' Tour of Italy champion 
Tony. Rtmiinger of Switzer- 
land, the world's second- 
rank ed> cyclist, remains third 
overall, 3:59 behind. 

The stage feahired a um- 


y said Cokmna, who jump^ in --que finishrline oddity. Cyo^_ 
™^^t after 11 miles, along 'lists who completed the race 
gfo Bauer and Hamilton, on the right side of the road. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Tench electrical distributiorl )eaddF^eeks to employ 
lately an: 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

On full time basis with experience 
E^lowing aapabilitiss are reauirecL 


- Fluent Arabic and English peaking and writing, French Is 
appreciated. 

* Computer experience (Windows 3.1 1 : Word 6, Excel 5). 

* Experience in documents classification. 

* i^rdworking and self-suff>dent . . 

^ Please send your C,V. as. soon as^possible by 
fax to: 666927 


FOR RENT 

1. Super Deluxe Unfurnished Flat Fop Rent In 
Shmeisani, 320 sq.m., 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, maid's 
room, dining, family & salon, many many extras, 
telephone & parking. 

2. Completely & Nicely Furnished 3-Bedroom Flat 
Between 4th & 5th Circles. 180 sq.m., telephone, TV., 
video player, wash machine, parking & msmy extras. 

For more details please call owner 674286 


AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL 



Announces Pre-Registration 
for 

Pre-Kindergarten (4 years old) 
Kindergarten (5 years old) 

- Low tuition fees 

- No Capital Fund Assessment Fee until first grade 

- Full day classes, 8:00 a.m. - 1 :30 p.m. 

- Large, new fadHties 

- American Curriculum: 

• Whole language program 

• Integrated curriculum 

• Spe^ classes ki computers, P.E, and music 
Reserve a place in ACS's first grade program for 
the following ypar. 

For more information, call 813944 or 813946 
between 8:00 am - 3H)0 pjvL 


George Best 
voted 

greatest-ever 
British player 

LONDON (R) — George 
Best was named as the 
greatest British soccer player 
^ all time on Wednesday 
following a public poll to 
mark foe start of the build-up 
to the European Cham- 
pionship. 

Best, who played 31 times 
for Northern Ireland, pipped 
England's Stanley Mathews 
for the honour with Bobby 
Chariton, Best’s former Man- 
chester United teammate, 
coming foitd. 

The accolade came from a 
poll organised by the Royal 
Mail who next week a 
set of Euro 96 stamps. 

Five other former stars — 
Dixie Dean, Bobby Moore, 
Duncan Edwards. Billy 
Wright and Danny Blan- 
diflower were also nomin- 
ated by the public and will be 
depicted on foe stamps. 

As Best. Mathews and' 
Chariton are still alive they 
cannot feature on the stamps 
as tradition dictates that 
members of the royal family 
are the only living people 
who can appear on British 
issues. 



Spanisfa Condrite Martinez retarns a han to 
Fngoslav Tatiana Jeanenica during the second 


round of'Ita&an Open in Rmne Miv 
aArtinez won 6-3« ^2 (Rentr^ photo) 


Martinez begins defence 
of Italian Open title 


ROME (AP) — COnduta 
Kfertinez begu her quest £w 
a fburth consecutive Italian 
Open title Tuesday with an 
easy two-set victory over 17- 
year-old Yugoslav Tatyana 
Jecmenica. 

The No. 2 seed sooted ear- 
ly breaks against tile big server 
in each set to roll to a 6-3, 6-2 
victiMy in a Irttie over an 
hour. 

The youngest player in the 
tournament, 15-year-old 
Martina HingiSy looked im- 
(nesstve as she down^ Virgi- 
nia Rnano-PascaaI^6-3, 6-1, 
in 59 minates. Nfekiag her 
first apearance at the Foro 
Italioo, the 6tfa seeded lEngjs 
kept complets control of foe 
match and often rufoed the 
net against an opponent 
anchored at the basenne. 

Still looking for her first 
tournament title this year, 
Martinez, 1994 Wimbled 
champion, would like to 
make it Rome. The only 
other women to win-' three 
Italian-titlcs-in-a row were 


.the $926,(XX) tournament’s 
first upsets. 

On a roll following a 
tournament win in Croatia 
tiiree days ago, Italian sui^ 
prise Gloria Piz^duiii elimin- 
ated 10th seeded Petra Be- 
gerow of Germany 6-2, 2r6, 
64. 

No. 14 Joaqnette Kruger of 
South Africa feU to Slova- 
kia's Kaxina Habsodova, 6-2, 
6-3 in a second-ronnd match 
while norenda Labat of 
Ai^tina, the ISth seed, lost 
a mst round match to Ger- 
man Jana Kandair, 7-6 (8-^, 
6-7 (7-1), 63. 

No. 7 frina Spiilea beat 
Slovakia's Radka Znibakova 6-3. 6 
2 to advance to*the third 
round, while France’s Natha- 
lie TanziaL No. 8, scored a 
6-1, 6-1 win over Magdalena 
Gizybowska of Poland. No. 
11 Yaynk Basuld of Indone- 
sia Slovakian Henrieta 
Nagyova 7-6 (7-3), 7-5. 
After losing six players. 


tbrongh. veteran Sandra 
narrhini beat Israeli Anna 
Smasbnova 6-4, 6-3, while 
Frimcesca Lubiani downed 
fellow Italian Laura Garrone 
by the same score. 

In another encounter of 
uoseeded players, Franre’s 
Alexia Dechaume-Ballei \t 
beat Kathy Rinaldi -Stunkt*. 
o^ the Unit^ States 7-6 (9-7); 
6 - 1 . 

Tc» seeded Steffi Graf and 
No. i seed Arantxa Sandiez 
Vkario see foeir first action a 
day later. 

Sanchez >^cario regained 
the No. 2 ranking from Mar- 
tinez when she bat her Span- 
ish rival in the Hambnrg final 
Sunday. 

But Martinez gave it no 
weight. 

“We’re in Rome,” she 
said. ‘T’m just thinking of 
winning my next match.” 

The clay court toumament 
is a major warmup for foe 
French Op«ai, the only Grand 


Italy : finrffy got someone -.ii'Slam-pia]^ cm tirat snrfrioe. 


all-time- greate Margaret 
Court and Clnis Evert 

The result of the matdi 
witii Jecmenica was never in 
doubt, but Martinez could 
have wrapped It up even 
quicker cxc^t for some sk^ 
py play. But when she' 
needed a point, the Spaniaid 
always foimd a fine. 

“It would create a bit <rf 
lustoiy bang tiie first jiriteyer 
to win it fonr time,” said 
Martinez. 

The Martinez win followed 


A Two Ground Roor Rats + American 
Furniture And Antiques For Sale 

I* Each 200 sq.m., 3 bedrooms, salons, dining room, 
kitchen, a large garden, two bathrooms, independent 
central heating , garage and separate entrance . located 
at three streets. 

• American fum'iture-t-antiques of foreign family for sale 
due to travelling. 

Seventh -Circle — Ramada Hotel Street, near Sea Food 
Restaurant, first right after Hal AI Rawabt, building #1 8 

Please call 827568 - 864344 after 11 a.m. 


•iUuii'r .V :i' iijimic.-.-i'.- 

llii \-(l })iti '/j'iil -S: I'riinU'y.'- Mhjila Rii 'cil 

FREDDY I-OR MVSJC \ . ^ 

O' f^roudltj Presents 


Hi'ni'n red 




In a I'iono Hcain! 


^fhatieis& ^ pianos 

Tivkel Price' JO 5 

Friday. 10 may 1996 - 8:00 p.m, 
at the New English School Theatre 


FOR RENT - FURNISHED APARTMENT 

Prime location next to Orthodox Club, Abdoun. 210 
sq.m., 4th floor, elevator, parking, all-around view, 
balcony, 3 bedrooms, living/dining, built-in kitchen & 
wardrobes, complete furniture including freeer, 
dishwasher etc...etc.. 

Call tel: 864085 daily 8:00 - 20:00 


WANTED 

PROFESSIONAL TRANSLATOR 

The American Embassy in Amman is looking for 
a professional translator. Successful candidate 
must have excellent knowledge of both Arabic 
and English and be able to translate into fluent, 
idiomatic English. Knowledge of Kurdish dialect 
and experience with Internet is an advantage: 
University degree in translation/liberal a^s or 
degree and several years of professional 
translation experience is required. Candidates 
must have good working knowledge of current 
affairs and be able to work under pressure with 
precision and speed. Day and evening shift 
work, including weekends and holiday, required.. 
Candidates must take extensive tests in 
translation and on world events. Only qualified 
applicants need apply. Previous applicants 
need not re-apply. 

interested persons may pick up an' 
application from the embassy and submit it 
with a recent picture to the attention of the 
Personnel Officer. 

DeadHne for receiving applications is IS May 1996. 


Have Fun in Aqaba Sun 


Aquamarina Special Beach Holiday 
From May 9th till July 31st 
2 nights / 3 Days Half-Board 
Aquamarina II & III 

> 

Including lunch at AqLiamarlna' I beach ' 
Boat excursion to Pharoah Island -t- 

lunch & visa formalities 

Free transportation between Aquamarina Hotels 

Jb 60 per person in double room 
occupancy including taxes 

For reservation 8c more information 
please call 315165 & 319425 
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Alec Baldwin 
in 

The Shadow 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30. 10:45 


*The Heartbreak Kid 

Shows: 1230, 330.6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

* Toy Story 

Shows: 2:00, 5:00 


CONCORD ‘‘1” 

* UNDER SIEGE “2” 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 

* Ace Ventura “2” 

Shows: 2, 5:15 
CONCORD “2" 

HEATE 

Shows: 3:15. 6:15, 9:15 


Antonio Banderas & 
Salma Hayek 
in 

Desperado 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 


PRESENTS 
THE SATIRICAL COMEDEY 

Arab Human Rights 

Starts Monday, May 13 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 








12 News 





Russia, Britain wrangle 
over spy-case expulsions 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia and 
Britain appMr^ on Wedne^ 
day to be trying to work out a 
compromise to end a major 
spy row that brought a thrnt 
of laige*scale esqpataons of 
British diplomats and could 
seriously disrupt good rela- 
tions. 

Russia's state security 
agency said on l\iesday Mos* 
cow wanted die removal of 

nine British embassy mem- 
ben, diarging they were link- 
ed to a Russian agent 
arrested last month. 


Britain says the Federal 
Security Service (FSB) 
aUegations against its diplo- 
mats have not been substuti- 
ated by Moscow and has 
g^ven a veiled waming it 
would retaliate. 

In London, Defence 
Secretary MichMl Portillo 
expressed hope Moscow 
would hold back, saying Bri- 
tain did not want anything to 
jeopardise relations with 
Moscow. 


An expulsion of nine Bri- 
tish dipkmats, out of a total 
tk mare than 80 based in 
Moscow, would make it by 
far tbc wont spy scandal in- 
volving the two countries in 
die post-Soviet era. 

No frerii diplomatic con- 
tacts were reported between 
the two powers following 
Russia's denunciation on 
Tuesday of British diplomats 
for "activities incompatible 
with tteir status." 

The FSB, Russia's coonter- 


inteiligence body which first 
leaked news of the scandal 
and has taken a far harder 
line on the issue than die 
Foreign Mimstxy. in»ted oo 
Wechiesday that some di^ 
mats bad to be expelled. 

But it suggested the two 
sides were trying to work out 
a compromBe on the actual 
number. 

"The question of expelling 
a number of British embassy 
staff B on the agenda, but at 
issue is the tim^cale and the 
number of dipfomats who will 
be declared persona non gra- 
ta (unacceptable).” an un- 
nan^ source at the FSB told 
Interfax news agency. 

"We did our job. The job 
of the politicians is to a 
solution which most ade- 
quately meets the national 
interests of the Rustian fed- 
eration,” the FSB source 
said. 

Eleven British diiriomats 
and journalists were expelled 
from the Soviet Union in 
1989 in retaliation for Lon- 
don throwing out the same 
number of alleged Soviet 
spies. 

Russia’s Foreign Ministry 
itself, frying to limit the di- 
plomatic to hs rela- 

tions with one of Prt^dent 
Boris Yeltsin’s powerful 
Western backers, has de- 
efined to con fir m that a final 
decision on the expulsions 
has been made. 

Foreign Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov met British 
AmbasKadnr Andrew Wood 


on l^esday evening but the 
ministry hu so for failed to 
oonfirm that any diplomats 
vrin be ordered to Inve. 

Tbe cold war-style row 
broke with only 40 days to go 
to RiBsia's jMesideatial ei^ 
tion in which Mr. Yeltan 
faces a challenge from Qxn- 
iminist Party leader Gennady 
Zyuganov. 

Some Russian analysts 
have suggested the unusual 
fanfare accompanying the 
esftonage row may be Unked 
to the election, wtfii Mr. 
Yeltsin anxious to be seen 
taking an anti-Westeni line to 
win votes from communists 
and national^. 


"As a rule any such expul- 
sion has mai^y political 
reasons behind it,” Nikolai 
Leonov, a former Soviet 
KGB genera], told indepen- 
dent NTV television on Tues- 
day. 


"Counter-intelligenoe sei^ 
vice only detects cases of 
espionage and reports them 
to the political leadership,” 
Mr. Leonov said. "It is the 
political leadership whidi de- 
cides whether and when to 
use this information for a 
public scandal.” 

"They (the communists) 
accuse the Kremlin of being 
too pro-Western,” he said. 
"Now there is a chance to 
show that the Kremlin is in- 
dependent, it is tough and it 
is ready to defend national 
interests even this (ei^iuJ- 
sions).” 


Peres may free jailed Hamas leader 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres prom- 
ised Arab-Israeli leadm he 
would release the jailed spii^ 
itual leader of Hamas once 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) dropped 
anti-Israeli clauses from its 
duuTcr, one of the Arab- 
Israelis said in an interview 
published Wednesday. 


Abdul Wahab Derange, a 
member of tbe Israeli parlia- 
ment, told the English- 
language newspaper Jeru- 
salem Post that at a meeting 
two months ago Mr. Peres 
“promised to release Sbeikb 
Ahmad Yassin if tiie Palesti- 
nians keep their promise to 
change (he duuter.” 


The PLO parliament, the 
Palestinian National National 
Council, voted on April 24 to 
remove all clauses calling for 
tbe destruction of Israel from 


its 1968 national charter. 

"Peres said such a move 
would create a new atmos- 
phere in the country, which 
will allow him to release Yas- 
sin and 60 Arab-Israeli pris- 
oners who are held largely for 
political offenses." Mr. 
Oarawsbe told the newspa^ 
er. 

Mr. Peres' office denied 
that the prime minister ever 
promised to release Sheikh 
Yassin, founder of the Isla- 
mic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas), but acknowledged 
that he had said he would 
consder doing so. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat has repeatedly asked 
that Sheikh Yassin be re- 
leased to ease efforts at re- 
condiiation between his self- 
rule authority and Hamas, 
which remains violently 
(^)posed to peace with Israel 
and carried out a spate of 


suicide bombings earlier this 
year. 

Speculation about Sheikh 
Yassin's possible release has 
also mounted as the May 29 
Israeli national elections 
approach. 


Arab-Israeli voters make 
up. 13 percent of the electoite 
and traditionally siq^poit Mr. 
Peres' Labour Party. But fol- 
lowing Israel's bombardment 
of Lebanon last month, many 
Arab-Israeli politicians 
threatened to withhold their 
votes. 


Sheikh Yassin, 60, was 
sentenced to life in prison in 
1989 for alleged oompb'dty in 
tbe killing of two Israeli sol- 
diets. but in a receot interview 
from i»ison be has taken a 
condiiato^ stand towards 
the Palestinian National Au- 
thority (PNA) and tte peace 
process. 


Sudan seeks to heal Egypt rift 


KHARTOUM (AFP) ^ 
Sudan hu launched a di- 
pfomatic push to improve re- 
latkms with Egypt, strained 
after Cairo accused Khar- 
toirni of supporting terror^ 
ism, a ford^ ministry offi- 
cial said Wednesdw. 

Meanwhile, Sudan's 
ambassador to the U.N. said 
Sudan has proposed "securiQr 
meetings" between Cairo and 
Kharot^ and the signing of 
an extradition treaty in a bid 
to “Mt an end to terrorism.” 

"Efforts are currently 
underway to check the de- 
terioration in our relations 
with Eg^," Minister of 
State at IM Foreign Ministry 
Mustafa Osman Ismail told' 
the independent daily 
Akhbar A1 Youm. 

Sudan will "cany on con- 
tacts with our biotfaen tn 
Egypt for an objective discos- 


skm of the issues diat impair 
bilateral relations,” Mr. 
Ismail said, wifiiont gjvhq; 
details on tbe contacts. 

"We hope that we will be 
able to overcome the past 
bitterness and work out fh- 
tore lelatiotts chat guarantee 
tbe security, economic and 
political interests of each par- 
ty," be added. 

Egyptian-Sndanese rela- 
tions, already tense doe to an 
ongoing dispute over tbe 
Halaib border zone, 
worsened (framaticaily after 
an attempt on the life of 
Egyptian President Hosoi 
Mubarak in Ethiopia last 
Jnne. 

Egypt blamed Sudan for 
tbe attadE and accused it of 
harboring tbree of tiie would- 
be assassins. It also accuses 
Khartoum of backing mili- 
tants fighting an anti- 


government campaign bn 
Egyptian sofl. 

Sudan's U.N. ambassador 
Ali Osman Yassin told tiie 
Egyptiu daily Al Abram re- 
ceived in Cairo tiiat "Sudan is 
prepared to i^ien a new page 
with Egypt." 


"There are Sudanese pnq>- 
osals for security meetii^ 
between the two sides to put 
an end to ternMism,” 1^. 
Yassin said. 

He called for an extratS- 
tioa treaty betwemi Cairo 
and Khartoum, saying, “in 
tbe past sodi an agreement 
was not considered neces- 
sary.” 


"We are prepared to pro- 
vide Cairo with all informa- 
tion on terrorism, the infiltrar- 
tion (of militants into Egypt) 
and the smuggling of 
weapcMts,” be said. 



ANTl-ELECnON HEAT: An ultra-religious Jew hangs an anti-election posture 

on a washing line in a West Jerusalem neig}tbouzhood on Wednesday. The postnze 

says: **Our holy Torah forbids us from taking part in the foul elections” (Reuters 


photo) 


Likud says secret poll shows 
Netanyahu is ahead of Peres 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A 
leaked secret o^Uki poD by 
the opposition Libid Uoc on 
Wednesday showed party 
leader Boijanrin Netanyahu 
inching ahead of Labour 
diief Shimon Peres ahead of 
a May 29 election fin* prinie 
mmister. 

Tbc internal Likud poll, 
pubKsbed in the independent 
daily newspaper Haaretz, put 
Mr. Netanyahu two points in 
front of Mr. Peres in tiie race, 
tbe first time any survey has 
pot tbe conservative politi- 
cian ahead of the incumbent 
premier. 

But a paMic opinion peril 
released late Tuesday by 
Chanoel 1 folevision showed 
Mr. Peres holding on to a 
four-point lead over hfr. 
Netanyahu, 52 per cent to 48 
per cent, two points down on 
polk released a wedc ago. 

Independent polls had 
9ven Mr. Peres a steady five 
to seven pmnt lead over tins 
challenger for tbe past sever- 
al weete. 

Haaretz said Likud polls- 
ters altribnted tiMsir secret 
poD results to a shift towards 
Mr. Netanyabn by undecided 


voteis and new immigrants, 
primarily frmn tiie former 
Soviet Union. 

This contradicted a poQ 
published Monday in a 
Rpssian-langnage newspaper 
which showed that new nn- 
migrantF preferred Mr. Peres 
over Mr. Netanyahn by 
arcN^ 50 to 40 per cent. 

Press leaks of "secret” 
polk by various political par- 
ties haw multiplied in recent 
days and the latest reports 
oobdded with the official 
start of radio and tdevkion' 
election campaigning on 
Wednesdtqr. 

Under Israeli electoral 
law, as of Wednesday all 
canddates in the May 29 
Jeffshtive and prime inimste- 
'rim election, indn£^ gov- 
eroment offidak, ate baned 
access m televisioo and radio 
outside of official, prepared 
advertising spots. 

ElectikMi officials, howev- 
er, ruled on Tuesday that in 
the event of anew anti-Bmieb' 
attack or other "serious 
event," pohticians and offi- 
ciak will be able to address 
tiie public via radio and urie- 
ririon as long as they refrain 


from dectumeeiing. 

Israelis on May 29 will 
dea a new, 120-fUOTber par^ 
Uament, or Knesset, as yll 
as votii^ (firectiy for the first 
time for die post of prime 
mnuster. 

TAaH meaowiiQe offered a 
of what peace efforts 
ntigbt locric like under its 
lermership, settii^ out tou^ 
terms in an electira platform 
'for n^otiations. 

The ri^t-wing LSoid un- 
veiled part of the platform on 

Tuesday. 


Tbc document said a gov- 
ernment under likod would 


‘ixjDoar international agree- 
meiits" but it made fUmre 


taifa with the ftjestine Li- 
beration Organkation (PLO) 
coodtioual on cancellation of 
tte group's diarter. 


"Tbe Israefi gover n ment 
(aider Likud) conduct 
talks with tbe Palestinian Ao- 
tfacni^... on condStkna ti^ 
Palcstimaos booonr all their 
oanm i lments ftiBy, indudh^ 
a oomiri^ canoi^atum (ri 
clauses in tiie Palestinian 
charter that call frn’ brad's 
destnictioa," it added. 


Ex-consul 
to be tried 


AMMAN (R) — A Jorda- 
nian businessman kbo was 
Sri Lanka's honorary consul 
in Amman will go on trial 
soon after an investigation 
into accusations be the 
iile^timate babies of Sri 
I.4tfikan maids, offidak said 
on Wednesday. 

Tawfiq Aim Kbajil had 
been detained for investiga- 
tions related to varions 
diarges, indodfaig trarfing in 
babies and of sexual aswnlt 
and rm. Justice hamster 
Abdul Ka^ Al Dug^uni said 
in March. 

But court and government 
offidak on Wednesday de- 
clined to reveal the formal 
diaigs against^Mr. Aba Kbajil 

“The mvestigation k over 
and tbe pro s ec u tor-general 
referred the case in^ving 
Mr. Abu Khajil to the erimm- 
al court today (Wednes- 
day),” an officml told Reu- 
ters. 

"A date for tiie trial is 
expected to be set witiiin a 
week.” 

In Jordan triab nsuaJly 
take plaro a few days after 
setting a date. 

One official said the trial 
would be dosed to the media 
"because of its sensitive so- 
cial and other impfications.” 


Tribiiiial-he£HiS'liow-gFeiiiiil 
was set for 'Bosnia atrocities 


THE HAGUE (AP) — A 
war crimes tribunal turned 
into a history classroom 
Wednesday when a Balkans 
expert desoibed how Yugos- 
lavia's 1991 breakup set the 
stage for a murder^ ram- 
page blamed on a Bosnian 
Serb. 

Dosan Tadic k charged 
with ernnes against famnan- 
ity, indmfing ffie lAurders of 
more than 30 MusEms in and 
around Serb-iun prison 
camps in northwestem Bos- 
nia m 1992. On Tuesday, he 
became the first person in- 
dicted 00 Yugoslav war 
crimes diarges to go on trial. 

Dr. James (3ow, a Balkans 
exp^ from London Um- 
veishy, testified that fiicdkms 
among tiie counny's repu^ 
tics and ethnic groups were 
kindled after Yugoslav leader 
Jodp Broz Uto died in 1980. 

Intdlecfriak in tbe rqmbfic 
of Serlria began to place grea- 
ter importance on Serb 
identity and question 
whetiia etimic Serbs in otiier 
pots of Yugoslavia, like Bo^ 
nia, bad really assumlated, 
Mr. Gow told tiie court. 

"Among Serbian intelle^ 
tuak at that -time, the ques- 
tion was not only of tbe status 
and the sovereignty of Ser- 
bia, but ako of m podtion of 


tbe Serbs Ihdng outside of the 
repubticof Seiiria,” Mr. Gow 
said, projecting doenmeuts. 
onto ^ courtroom's compu- 
ter screens and television 
monitors. 

He said Yugoslavia in 
effea ^ilit apart in May 1991 
when Serbia blodced the 
rotation ai tbe federation’s 
presidBDcy from Sertria to 
Croatia. Others date the spfit 
later in 1991 when Croatia 
and Slovenia ceded frmn tiie 
federation. , 

Prosecotois have said tiie 
Seri) nprni% against Bos- 
nia's Moslim^ed gov e rnment 
tuned Mr. Tadic, a father of 
two, into 8 free-koce killer 
and torturer wbo took sa<&- 
tic pleasure in Idddng prison- 
ers to death. 

Mr. Tacfic, a stod^, 40- 
yearnrid martial arts expert, 
has pleaded innocent to tbe 
dnr^ aganA him, daiming 
he k a victnn of mistaken 
kfemiQr. 

He fidgeted Wednesday as 
be listen^ to Afr-. G^’s 
testimoi^. Dressed in a Mae 
suit and flanked by three 
armed U.N. guards, he 
looked mostiy at the sAolar, 
fak lips 

together readjusting tis 
hea^riiones as he iktened to 

a translation. 


3 dead in 
blast of 

explosive 
stockpile 
in Bahrain 


BAHRAIN {^) 
three-year-old boy ^ 
parents were lolled ai^ fiw 
otiier relatives wounded in 
Bahrain when explosives 
stored at their honoc biw up, 
a government official 

Wednesday. , 

"Initial r^ts of tbe inves- 
t^ation show (Thesda/s) w- 
ploskm was caused by tbc 
pfesence and prepar^on of 
explos i ves in the buflmng in 
Smutiik, a Shfite Muslim vil- 
lage west of the capital of 
Manama, tiie offidal said. 

A five-year-old boy who 
was seriously hurt and three 
other injured relatives were 
reported in the hospital as 
police continued their inves- 
tigation. ^ . 

Uie authorities cordoned 
off the area around tbe home 
wfakfa was destroyed. Pub- 
Ikbed idiotograpbs showed a 
gpipin g hole tbxoi^h a con- 
crete wall with steel reiD- 
forcement rods exposed as a 
car lay outside under slabs of 
c o ncre te . 

Rescue workers dug 
riiron gh foe nibble in case 
there were more bodies. 
press reports said. 

Bahram has been rocked 
by 17' mo"tiis of political 
unr est led by ffiiiite MusEms 

tVwMiirfmg a restoration of 
parliam«»u t, vtiudl the SuiUli 
Musluii-led a u tiio ri ties sus- 
peiK^ in .1975. 

Thesd^'s explosion fol- 
lowed a wave of bomb 
attacks in Kfrmama. 

Earlier in tbe day police 
defnsed .a booby-trapped 
packet of cigarettes at a large 
foo|:pii^ and bnsiiiess centre 
in the capital, while a time 
bomb esqHoded at a bos stop 
late Monday wonnding two 
people sl^btiy. 

Informed sources said the 
two were policemeD of Pakis- 

tatri origin - 

On Sunday a wave of bomb 
attacks — the most devasting 
againd tiie busmess commun- 
ity since tiie unrest began — 
cansed.SS milHon in.dmn^e 
to Manama shops and 

tami n g • casualties.^ - 

The U.S. embassy has 
meanvdufe vtBcd the 3,500 
Americans’ living here to be 
more alert and ako warned 
tiiem to avoid annual Shiite 
Muslim leEgious procesaons 
later in May. 


“The U.S. embmsy be- 
Eeves die rkk to public safety 
baa Incieased” after a surge 
in anti-gover nm ent unre s t in 
recent montiis, including tbe 
oqiloaou of “incendi^ de- 
vices m ibops” it said in a 
recorde d message. 

"The U.S. aSiassy recom- 
mends tiiat Americans in 
Bahrain exercise the 
strongest caution vriuie foi- 
towiqg tbdr daily business 
and .social routine,” it said. 


The embassy also said 
Sbnte Muslims were gearing 
up for large processions dnr- 
:tng tiie Asboura holiday ex- 
peoed around May 26-27 and 
"we advise all Americans to 
avoid such fKooessions." 

Although some of the 
attacks "appeared” to target 
for^piers, the U.S. embassy 
said it had no reports of 
“specific threats to Amer- 
icans.” 

Bahrain is aka foe admi- 
nistrative headquarters for 
tbe U.S. Fifth Heet, which 

covera tbe Gulf and Red Sea 

area. 


Jordan, Egypt agree to expand economic cooperation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The joint 
Jordaniu-Egyptian Higher 
Committee, co-ebaired by 
the two countries' prime 
ministers. Abdul Karim 
Kabariti and Kama! Janzonri, 
concluded a two-day meeting 
in Amman Wednesday after 
reaching agreement on in- 
creased cooperation in va- 
rious fields. 

A statement following the 
closing session said: 


and property caused by the 
fighting. The two sides also 
stress tbe need for concerted 
efforts to combat and de- 
nounce all forms of terrorism 
and ^ for the creation of a 
Middle East zone free of all 
forms of weapons of moss 
destruction in order to 
guarantee balanced security 
for the region. 


A) Pditics: The two sides 
emphasised the need for the 
aspired Middle East peace to 
be just and comprehensive 
and voiced their backing for 
the peace process on the 
Palestinian-Israeli track and 
efforts aimed at resumti^ 
Israeii-Syrian and Israeti- 
Lebanese negotiations. 


The two sides supported 
the latest agreement on a 
ceasefire in l^banon and call 
on the world community to 
•compensate that country for 
the great losses it incu”^ to 
its infrastructure and its 
citizens and the loss of life 


They also underline the 
importance of protecting 
Iraq's sovereignty and ter- 
ritorial ime^ty and voice 
their ^ep concern over the 
suffering of the Iraqi people 
and the need for ending this 
suffering. 

The two sides agreed to 
pursue joint efforts in order 
to end tnier-Arab differences 
and reestablish solidarity 
among the Arab states. 


B) Economy: The two sides 
concluded several agree- 
ments which constitute a 
strong basis to achieve a qual- 
itative improvement in their 
economic relations and these 
are: 


1- An agreement on tbe 
creation of a free trade zone 
through which the two coun- 
tries hope to liberate trade 
between them by gradual eli- 
mination of customs barriers 
and customs duty within 10 
years. 

2- An Agreement on en- 
couraging OM protecting in- 
vesnnents to encour^e in- 
vestors from Jordan and 
Egypt to undertake joint pro- 
jects. 

3- An agreement on pro- 
venting dual taxation. 

4- An executive program- 
me for cooperation in tour- 
ism. 

C) Tbe committee 

reviewed an executive prog- 
ramme for ooqperatim in this 
field and decided to hold a 
second meeting for tbe con- 
cerned minkiries in Amman 
in July. 

D) Industry and spedSca- 
tioos and staodante Tbe two 

sides agreed on conducting a 
study for launching joint in- 
dustrial projects in mining 
and producing equipment 


needed tor mdustrial inputs. 
They will also speed up the 
finaikiiig of a feasibility study 
on a project for producing 
potassium sulphate. The 
committee stressed the need 
for unifying the two coun- 
tries' standards and specifica- 
tions and reciprocal reco^l- 
tion of these specifications 
and patents. 

E) Efedrfcity, eaeigy and 
pctitil e w: The committee 
expressed its satisfaction over 
process in the impiementa- 
tion of the electric power 
linkage between Jordan and 
Egrpt, which is expected to 
be completed by the end of 
1997, and decid^ to pursue 
negotiations between Cairo 
and Amman to ensure suffi- 
cient Egj^itian natural gas 
supplies to Jordan. 

F) Sdentific research: The 
committee decided to link the 
two countries’ seismologica] 
stations and ensure tbe ex- 
change of speedy and accu- 
rate information between foe 
two countries in ihk field and 
tdso in environmental protec- 


tion. This includes conduct- 
ing surveys over the Red Sea 
shores in cooperation whh 
neighbouring states. The 
committee also voiced back- 
ing for the creation of an 
Arab centre for the exchange 
of tecbnoiogjcal and technical 
consultations. 


G) A^indture: Tbe com- 
mittee called on the con- 
cerned authorities in the two 
countries to sign an agree- 
ment on technical coopera- 
tion in preserving animal 
health and to cooperate in 
combating animal disease 
and agricultural pests, espe* 
dally the Mediterranean fly, 
and to conduct joint research 
and exchange expertise hi 
means of protecting fruit 
trees. 


H) T ra nsport, fnnimoni r«. 
tions and tclecomiinniic^ 
tions: The committee ex- 
pressed its satisfection wifo 
the level of cooperation be- 
tween the two countries and a 
decision to cancel a fee on 
fuel used by Jordanan trudes 


in the Egyptian port of 
'Nweibe to be appKed on a 
reciprocal bask. 

The committee exprt-ssg d 
satisfaction wifo the laun- 

dung of a fast maritime trans- 
port service between Aqaba- 
and Nweibe as of May 1996. 
noting that this will boost 
transit and tourist activities. 

I) Health and medicnie: 
The committee decided to 
convene a meeting of the two 
countries* joint tealfo com- 
imnee to pas recommenda- 
tions and dedsions to speed- 
ing iq) the process of re^ster- 
ing and pridng medidiies, 
wt^ will fadlitaie trade in 
this respect between the two 
countries. 

J) Educafioa aod 
edncalion: The two sides 
agreed to assign 75 seats of 
the total numt^ of 300 seats' 
normally reserved for Jorda- 
nian students at Egyptian 
tmiyeraties to sdentific spe- 
daikations. They also agreed 
that fadlities be granted to 
school and universty stu- 
dents from either ride and to 


exempt them from residence 
permit fees. 

K ) Information and 
lace; Tbe two sides agreed to 
work out a draft agreement 
OT cotqteration between foe 
EgH»tian and Jordanian news 
^pci es an d to create a joint 
team to secure 
Iinltege between television 
reay stations set up in Aqaba 
Taba, to st^ up ex- 
programmes and to 
n^lement a cultural, tech- 
iticai and sdentific coopera- 
fr^ programme for 1995- 

B Labour and consular 
mnsr The two sides ex- 
pressed satisfection with the 
taken by the tvro 
“**»*^«s to organise foe en- 

2; ^workers after securing 
work contracts approved by 
the Jordanian Ministry of 
La^nr and foe Egyptian 

in Amman, 

®8recd to pursue tbe nece^ 
say consular and other re- 
!"«“wes governing 
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Woman in mass 
wedding gets 
annulment ^ 



TOKYO (R> — A woman 
wbo took part in a mass 
wedding organised by tbe 
Unification Church bad her* 
marriage quashed by 
Japan’s Supreme Court 
Wednesday, court officials 
said. The marriage that the 
34-year-old woman took 
part in was ruled invalid 
because it was not based on 
foe real condition of a mar- 
ried couple or on a decisive. 
iotentiOD to many, Kyodo 
News Agency reponed. 
The unidentified woman 
married a man aged 32 
from Okinawa in a mass 
wedding held in South 
Korea in 1988. but later left 
the church and filed a law- 
suit to have tbe maniag< 
declared invalid, Kyodo 
said. A court in Fukuoka, 
western Jiq)an, ruled in her 
favour in 1993, and a high 
court supported the deci- 
sion in 1995, it said. The 
Unification Church, led by 
a South Korean cletgymao, 
foe Reve^d Sun Myung 
Moon, was founded in 
Seoul in 1954 wifo a theol- 
ogy loosely based on 
Christianity. Members are 
known as "Moonies” by 
foe church's detractors. 
More than 13,000 church 
members were married in 
Seoul in foe mass wedding 
in October 1988. Many of 
foe couples were matchei 
by Rev. Moon less than 2 
hours before the ceremony. 
Most were either J:qrane$e 
or South Korean, but there 
were also brides and 
grooms from Australia, 
Ireland, Jamaica, Ghana 
and tbe United States. 
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Man accused of 
shooting youths 
over loud music 
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ROSARIO, Argentina (R) ’ 

— An Argentine man shot 
and wounded 12 youths ^dnesllal^ tlur 
eariy Sunday because be 1. plun in do n 
was bothered by loud ^ f-nrupc and 
music playing outside the nwiiti ic 
house next door, foe local 
DYN news ^^ncy report; “u-.ns 

ed. Eduardo Alfredo ‘ ''‘‘•'S-' 

wel, 48, was charged with t ^ 

attempted murder. DYN itm.. 
reported the man was \ . 
drunk when he grabbed his * {„ ' 


u-guage shotgun, stepped i h 


outride and fired several w 

rounds at foe youths gafo- ^ s 

eped on foe porch of his •* inn- 

neighbour's house. The p 

youths, not seriously in- 
juzed, were released shortly 
after being treated in hospi- ift '' 
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Life becomes a 
drag for Beijing 
smokers 






BEUING (AFP) 
Beijing's numerous smo 


> .“I'','" 

'Pnl Is 


ers will be forced to pursJS'‘kti,',u*^^‘ h.iii. 


Ill 


.... ..ui us; UJ pUTSUP^ 

their lufoit in private ftom 




next week, when an illicit 
drag in a public place will .>0 >*1 

cost the perpeiraior a 10 
yuan (Si) fine. Woik units 
who violate foe new ban, " 


which comes into effect in 


' lUiU CXICCi lAi <|>P LI t|. i 

the capital on May 16. will 
face an even stiffer penalty '‘i- 


of between 1.000 and 5,000 It'u,)' 

yuan, foe Xinhua News 
Agency said Wednesday. h, 

Tbe bM extends to most 
public places, including 'a 
waiting rooms, schools. ' 

cinemas, sports stadiums, O »n 
railway stations and muse- 
Ums. Municinal aiithraities ,4jjy'‘fir»rh, •' 




Municipal aufomities 
se 

groups to “monitor; stop 


have set up special woridog, ■ f 


s»oups to "monitor; stop 
and punish” any smerf^ ‘I 

who ignore the M n , 


has already been er 


in other major i‘\ij 

vi_« • ■ - - \Vrtii 


Cities. Xinhua said a surv^- u i 

of more than 9.000 ^fc. v 

residents, showed 94 
cent in favour of the lo?' 
and foe use of fines to , 
enforce the new regulatioii. • 
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